
1

WORLDWIDE ANGLING 
& TRAVEL GUIDE

VOLUME 22  



2 3

Photo credits throughout the catalog include Bryan Gregson, Jim Klug, Ian Davis and Will Phelps. The vast majority 
of the photos used throughout the catalog are shot by the Yellow Dog team. A very small number of un-credited, non-

Yellow Dog images in this catalog were provided directly by Yellow Dog clients or occasionally by lodges. 
Catalog layout and design by Scott Morrison of Morrison Creative of Livingston, Montana.

contents
Seychelles ........................................................ 12
Belize ................................................................ 18
Yucatan ........................................................... 26
Baja ..................................................................34
Bahamas ..........................................................36
Cuba .................................................................46
Christmas Island ..............................................54
Bolivia ............................................................. 60
Jungle Fishing ..................................................64
Mongolia ..........................................................70
Argentina ..........................................................74
Chile .................................................................82
New Zealand ....................................................88
Kamchatka .......................................................94
Alaska ............................................................. 98
Lower 48......................................................... 104
Canada ............................................................ 118
Costa Rica ...................................................... 120
Honduras ........................................................ 122
Guatemala ..................................................... 123
Iceland ........................................................... 124
Australia ......................................................... 125
Exotics ............................................................ 126

WWW.YELLOWDOGFLYFISHING.COM
(406) 585-8667 • (888) 777-5060

DESTINATIONSARTICLES & OTHER INFO

Where Are The Descriptions & Prices? ........................... 4

The Year Ahead For Destination Angling ....................... 5

World Map Of Destinations ............................................ 6

The Year In Fishing Travel .............................................. 8 

What To Wear When Fishing The Salt ........................... 17

Spanish For The Traveling Angler ................................ 30

Waypoints Podcast ....................................................... 35

Release Me .................................................................. 45

Yellow Dog Community & Conservation Foundation... 52

Being A Great Client by CP6 ........................................ 68

Advice On Tips & Gratuities For The Traveling Angler ... 80

Fishing Tunes: The Yellow Dog Spotify List ..................87

Top Destinations For Single And Solo Anglers  ........... 93

The Wisdom Of The Guides .......................................... 117

Top Couples Destinations ...........................................128

Top Family Destinations ..............................................129

Anglers Acadamy ........................................................130



4 5

It’s time to pull out your rod cases, replace your fly lines, and check your passport. We’re all ready to get back on the water 
and back in the game, and – for most of us – the list of must-fish destinations and dream trips has steadily grown over the past 
two years. If 2020 and 2021 were years symbolized by home exercise equipment, shelter dogs and sweatpants, then 2022 is 
absolutely going to be the year of travel. Get ready.

Things are changing quickly in the world of international travel, and we know that the months (and possibly years) ahead will 
continue to be unpredictable and at times, confusing. But that is exactly why Yellow Dog is here and why our services are more 
important than ever. Our team can help you navigate the ever-changing travel rules, testing requirements, country openings, 
protocols, and shifting regulations that seem to be changing faster than the weather in Montana. Remember – this is what we do! 
While it is natural for travelers to have some apprehension with continued news of Covid mutations, variants, and erratic travel 
rules, Yellow Dog is here to help guide you past the uncertainties and get you back on the water in the places you love.
The recent “pause” on adventure travel and destination angling has led to explosive pent-up demand, and the coming tsunami of 
bookings and trip reservations promises to make things spicy for future availability. The theme for 2022 absolutely needs to be: 
“Start Early!”

To “do things right”, here is our advice for the year ahead.

THE YEAR AHEAD FOR DESTINATION ANGLING

Start much earlier than in the past
The key lesson for future bookings will be early planning. This is especially true if you care about prime dates, the best 
guides, and the best set-up for angling success. Roll-over trips and rebooked adventures from 2020/21 means that 
destinations that were already in high demand (with limited availability) might be booked to capacity for the foreseeable 
future. The days of “waiting until school starts” to book a winter saltwater trip or trying to schedule a “last-minute deal” to a 
top-tier lodge are gone. In fact, it may be several years before that demand balances out with what’s available. By utilizing 
Yellow Dog, you’ll have the knowledge and insight as to what is available and open, and – in some cases – access to the 
best availability.

Know the latest travel restrictions
No – the pandemic is not over, and yes – Covid remains a challenge in many parts of the world. The fact is, however, that 
opportunities for vaccinated travelers are continuing to increase and improve on a regular basis, and despite new variants 
and developments, much of the angling world is open and waiting for those that are ready and comfortable with getting 
back out there. Everyone at Yellow Dog is well-versed and up to date with country regulations, protocols and requirements 
for travel, and we can help navigate the planning process and answer any questions that you have. 

Consider the facts and benefits of Covid vaccination when it comes to travel 
Regardless of your own personal politics or choice of cable news, readily available Covid vaccines have given travelers a 
fast-track way to return to doing what we love. If you’re a world-traveler or someone who truly appreciates the wild places 
that fishing takes us (places like Argentina, the Seychelles, Cuba, Iceland, Christmas Island, New Zealand, Bolivia … the list 
is long …), your travel life is going to be difficult, limited and in many places outright impossible if you are not vaccinated. 
While there are indeed some country options currently available to unvaccinated travelers, vaccination status will largely 
dictate whether you are ordering off the kids’ menu or the full dinner menu! 

Get ready for rested fisheries
If this doesn’t get you excited as an angler, then nothing will. When you relax pressure on fisheries that are used to seeing 
large and constant numbers of anglers (even for a short period of time) it is amazing how quickly you can see the positive 
effects. While an extended decrease in travelers and visitors has of course been tough for the lodges, guides, and everyone 
else who depends on destination angling for their livelihoods, the fisheries, eco-systems and resources themselves have all 
benefited from the break. 

We know you’re ready to get back to fishing the world, and we’ll do everything we can to set you up for success by focusing 
on the “key ingredients” that deliver successful trips and great overall experiences. That said, we cannot stress enough how 
challenging prime availability – access to the best dates, lodges, and guides – will be for the year ahead. We encourage 
you to get out your calendar and give us a call.

We’ll see you out there.  

     

As you flip through the pages of this year’s catalog 
and trip planning guide, you’ll notice that we’ve 
decreased the amount of text that we typically 
devote to each lodge – choosing instead to include 
more photos, regional information, and articles. 
We’ve also continued the trend where we do not list 
trip prices and rates for individual lodge listings. 

Why, you ask? Because all of this detailed 
information can easily and quickly be found on the 
Yellow Dog website!

When it comes to rates and specifics for all Yellow 
Dog offerings, many destinations offer different 

WHERE ARE THE LENGTHY LODGE DESCRIPTIONS 
AND TRIP PRICES IN THIS YEAR’S CATALOG?

packages and different lengths of stays. Rates 
routinely change, and prices often fluctuate based on 
the time of year. Trying to include so much information 
can make things impossible when it comes to printing 
an annual catalog. Current and relevant pricing 
information, trip inclusions and detailed write-ups and 
descriptions for each and every lodge can always 
be found on the Yellow Dog website. There are also 
dozens of amazing photos specific to each destination 
as well as valuable travel tools, articles, helpful links, 
videos and even a section dedicated to trip specials 
and seasonal deals. 

www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

4 5
Jim Klug



6 7

Lower 48 • 104

Canada • 118

Alaska • 98

Bolivia • 60

Jungle Fishing • 64

Argentina • 74
Chile • 82

New Zealand • 88

Seychelles • 12

Belize • 18
Yucatan • 26

Baja • 34 Bahamas • 36
Cuba • 46

Christmas Island • 54

Mongolia • 70

Kamchatka • 94

Costa Rica • 120
Honduras • 122Guatemala • 123

Iceland • 124

Australia • 125

Exotics • 126

Exotics • 126

LEGEND
Places we fish

Places we’ll someday fish 

N

EW

S



8 9

THE YEAR 
IN FISHING 
TRAVEL
2021 images and Yellow Dog client 
photos from around the world!
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T&T Ambassadors Jose and Parker Briceño spending time together in their home waters of the 

Yucatan Peninsula. Legendary guide Jose is patiently imparting his love of fishing to 8 year old son 

Parker who at such a young age has already landed a Permit on Fly. Handing down our knowledge and 

passion for the outdoors to the next generation is key to the survival and growth of flyfishing. At T&T 

we see a world of possibilities out there and believe the next generation should too. 

the next generation

www.thomasandthomas.com
H A N D M A D E  I N  A M E R I C A

THE ROD YOU WILL EVENTUALLY OWN

est 1969

THE NEW SEXTANT SALTWATER SERIES. 7 MODELS FROM 6 - 12 WEIGHT

SEXTANT

T&T (Jose Parker Briceno Sextant) DPS Yellow Dog Mag.indd   1 11/11/2021   10:54
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Compared to the Caribbean or the Bahamas, this part of the 
world is by no means a quick place to access. (We are quick 
to tell people that while the travel is by no means difficult, it 
does take some time to get there.) These are also expensive 
trips that can cost two-to-three times what a standard 
Caribbean fishing package costs. What you find when you 
arrive in the Seychelles, however, are incredibly pristine 
ecosystems that are basically untouched and unaffected by 
traditional angling pressure. When fishing the outer islands 
of the Seychelles, you may feel as if you are the first person 
to set foot on a particular flat, which in this part of the 
world, just may be the case! In addition to our land-based 
operations on Alphonse, Cosmoledo, Farquhar and Astove, 
we also offer remote, out-island live-aboard operations on 
both Providence and Poivre – two of the most removed and 
hard-to-reach fisheries in the entire Indian Ocean. 
If you’re considering a trip to the Seychelles for the future, 
then our number-one piece of advice is to book early! 
Many of these destinations fill up and completely sell out 
up to three years in advance, and last-minute availability 
is extremely rare for all Seychelles destinations. Plan your 
trip as early as possible and contact Yellow Dog right away 
to line up great dates, ideal tides and the very best overall 
logistics. Yellow Dog is proud to offer six different locations 
and operations throughout the Seychelles, and while all 
are incredibly productive and well worth visiting, there are 
indeed key differences between the different programs.

C

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, giant trevally, triggerfish, 
Indo-Pacific permit, bluefin trevally, milkfish, bumphead 
parrotfish, sailfish, wahoo and much more

SEASON: September through late May

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Mahe (SEZ)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. 
No visa required for most countries.

LANGUAGES: English, Seychellois Creole and French 

CAPITAL: Victoria on the island of Mahe

SEYCHELLES TRAVEL FACTS

 onsidered by many anglers to be the finest 
 saltwater flats fishing destination on the planet, 
 the shallow waters of the Seychelles offer 
unbelievable wade fishing and amazing access to an 
astonishing and exotic number of saltwater species. When 
you factor in the sheer diversity of species, the seclusion of 
the fisheries, the jaw-dropping beauty and the consistently 
good action, you get a destination that is truly unlike any 
other. All of our Seychelles destinations and offerings — 
both the land-based, out-island lodges and the live-aboard 
mothership operations — are managed and staffed by some 
of the most experienced and professional guides in the 
business. Collectively, we consider the guides that work in 
the Seychelles to be among the very best we’ve encountered 
anywhere in the world. 
Diversity – both in terms of species and fishing scenarios – 
is what truly sets the Seychelles apart from other popular 
destinations. Throughout these exotic waters, you can 
usually find bonefish in extraordinary numbers, along with 
several different types of trevally, milkfish, triggerfish, 
bumphead parrotfish, permit and dozens of other reef and 
flats species. And when it comes to the incredible giant 
trevally action that is found in many of the Seychellois 
fisheries, we can confidently say that there is no place 
on earth that offers better opportunities for those that are 
interested in targeting GTs on the fly. Depending on the 
fishery and time of year, the Seychelles offer what is hands 
down the best GT fishing found anywhere.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  SEYCHELLESSEYCHELLES  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

ALPHONSE ISLAND RESORT
Seychelles
While all of our Seychelles destinations are amazing and unique, our 
Alphonse Island option is definitely at the top of the list when it comes 
to combining great fishing with incredible amenities and incomparable 
accommodations. Alphonse is hands down the most high-end, couples 
and family-friendly destination in the Seychelles, with exceptional service, 
great food, diverse non-angling activities, a full PADI dive program, and 
one of the most beautiful, tropical settings in the Indian Ocean. Along 
with being a full-service resort destination, however, Alphonse also offers 
world-class flats and bluewater fishing, and some of the strongest species 
diversity found anywhere. During a week on Alphonse, anglers have access 
to a massive network of flats on nearby St. Francois – an area of more than 
10,000 acres that is limited to only 14 rods per week. This fishery is home 
to incredible numbers of resident bonefish, as well as numerous trevally 
species, triggerfish, permit, milkfish and dozens of other flats and reef 
species. Alphonse also offers a first-rate bluewater fly fishing program for 
sailfish, marlin, tuna and wahoo.

FARQUHAR ATOLL
Seychelles
Farquhar Atoll is the most southernly atoll in the Seychelles chain of 
islands, lying just over 450 miles to the southwest of the main island of 
Mahe. Guests walk from the lodge directly into skiffs each morning, with 
fast and immediate access to area flats that are characterized by hard 
white sand and turtle grass bottoms. The comfortable guesthouse (fully 
rebuilt and renovated in 2017) accommodates a maximum of 10 anglers 
per week, with air-conditioned rooms and delicious food. Overall, Farquhar 
is best known as a fishing-focused destination with an impressive level 
of diversity. Anglers can wade and sight fish to a variety of species on 
Farquhar, including bonefish, various trevally species (including giant 
trevally), Indo-Pacific permit, triggerfish, barracuda and more. Farquhar 
is also one of only two islands where anglers can specifically target 
bumphead parrotfish on the flats.

COSMOLEDO ATOLL
Seychelles
Cosmoledo has become known as one of the finest giant trevally fisheries 
in the world, becoming the benchmark for anglers searching for an 
explosive and action-packed saltwater flats fishing experience. Guests 
base out of the Cosmoledo Eco Lodge – a land-based facility that has been 
creatively constructed on Cosmo’s Wizzard Island. The new lodge features 
both single and double occupancy rooms, air conditioning, satellite Wi-Fi, 
incredible food and spacious social areas. With a maximum of only 12 
anglers per week, Cosmo offers a two-to-one client-to-guide ratio, with a 
select number of single angler spots available each week as well. Anglers 
fish the huge expanse of Cosmo via skiff each day, and it is common to 
fish for the atoll GTs on both foot and from the skiff. There is also excellent 
“home water” fishing on the lagoon-side flats and the front-side beaches 
– ideal for early morning and evening sessions after a full guide day. 
Availability here is the most difficult in the Seychelles – for good reason! 
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ASTOVE ISLAND
Seychelles
A stone’s throw away from Cosmoledo lies the small but highly productive Astove 
Island – a wild, secluded and remarkably remote destination ideal for anglers seeking 
rugged adventure and a unique, one-of-a-kind, totally isolated fishing experience. 
The main lodge is situated only 500 feet from the famous “Wall” of Astove, where 
the flat sheers off and immediately drops from just a few feet to well over 3,000 feet 
deep. This small, land-based operation accommodates only six anglers per week in a 
comfortable and spacious island guesthouse. The fishing terrain on Astove varies from 
hostile shore breaks on the windward side, to coral flats on the outside, to snow-white 
sand flats inside the lagoon. If you’re an angler that loves wading, semi-difficult hiking 
and rugged terrain, then Astove is a great fit.

PROVIDENCE ATOLL
Seychelles
While there are other fisheries in the Seychelles that are easier to access, less 
expensive, and perhaps more comfortable with land-based amenities, there is no 
destination that is more “out there” and wild than Providence Atoll. This is not a trip 
for everyone, as it is an expeditionary, adventurous mothership offering in one of the 
most remote and inaccessible places in the Indian Ocean. You can expect long days 
on the water, hard-working and adventurous guides, a wild and untouched marine 
environment, and some of the finest flats fishing for giant trevallies, bumpies, triggers 
and bones in the world. Anglers base off of the MV Maya’s Dugong, a former research 
vessel that was upgraded and modified into a mothership that specifically caters to 
long-range fly fishing expeditions. 

POIVRE ATOLL & ST. JOSEPH’S ATOLL
Seychelles
The two fisheries of Poivre and St. Joe’s (located approximately 13 miles from each 
other) boast the highest concentrations of permit found anywhere in the Seychelles, 
creating the ideal backdrop and two-location fishery scenario through the use of a 
small but comfortable catamaran live-aboard platform. Because these are remote 
and distant out-islands fisheries, they can only be fished with the support of the 
live-aboard mothership A’mani – a 54-foot motor catamaran that provides the ideal 
platform for four anglers, two guides, and a crew of three. While there are some 
opportunities for GTs, bonefish and other Indian Ocean species, this is indeed a trip 
that is ideal for anglers that are 100% addicted to permit fishing, and are willing to 
spend a week prioritizing and focusing on Indo-Pacific permit. 

ST. BRANDON’S ATOLL
Mauritius - Indian Ocean
By far one of the most isolated and undisturbed saltwater flats fisheries 
on the planet, St. Brandon’s is a small, shallow-water atoll outcropping 
in the middle of the Indian Ocean. This operation is hands-down the 
most remote offering in the entire world of destination angling: a 
rugged outcropping comprised of over 50 small islands and numerous 
coral ridges completely surrounded by a huge network of endless, 
unspoiled and totally wadeable flats. The primary claim to fame for 
this fishery are the St. Brandon’s bonefish – among the largest found 
anywhere in the entire world of saltwater fishing. Legit, double-digit 
bonefish are always a possibility in this fishery. The atoll also offers 
consistent opportunities for strong numbers of Indo-Pacific permit, as 
well as more limited numbers of seriously large giant trevally. 

Having the right clothing, footwear and equipment can make all the difference in the world 
when it comes to a successful on-water experience – especially when you’re headed far 
from home to a saltwater destination. Here are a few thoughts from the Yellow Dog team 
regarding crucial pieces of clothing and gear for a typical day on the flats: 

   WHAT TO WEAR 
WHEN FISHING THE SALT

Footwear and Wading Boots 
Depending on where you’re heading in the salt, wading 

may be a big part of the equation. If you’re fishing in areas with 
sharp corral, urchins or rough bottoms, then you’ll absolutely 
want a quality pair of heavy-duty wading boots with hard, rigid 
soles. Consider a lace-up boot like the Simms Flats Sneaker 
or the Simms Free Salt. Thin booties and neoprene zip-ups 
may be fine in easy areas of sand and turtle grass, but heavier 
boots are necessary for such destinations as the Seychelles, 
Turneffe Atoll, southern Belize, Cuba and St. Brandon’s Atoll. 
We wear long mid-weight hiking socks under our boots to 
prevent blisters, as well as neoprene wrap-around gravel cuffs 
over the top of the boot. Socks + sturdy boots + gravel cuffs = 
safe and comfortable wading!

Sunglasses 
Perhaps the most important piece of equipment you’ll bring 

with you. Spotting fish in the saltwater and in the bright light is 
crucial, so you’ll want to buy the very best polarized lenses you 
can. We usually recommend an amber or copper lens for the 
average bright conditions, and the Costa 580G Green Mirror 
is by far our favorite flats lens. Find a pair that will shape to 
your face and block out as much peripheral side and top light 
as possible. We also recommend a second pair for low-light 
conditions, such as the Costa Sunrise Silver Mirror lens. 

Rain Gear 
Rain is always a possibility in the tropics, and the weather 

can change quickly on any given day. A quality rain jacket with 
a hood is essential gear on the water, and you want to spend 
the money and buy a coat that is fully waterproof and not just 
water resistant. We recommend something lightweight that can 
pack easily into a side pocket of a boat bag or backpack. No 
matter how hot the weather is when the sun is out, a torrential 
downpour can make things downright frigid when you’re 
soaked to the bone. 

CONTACT YELLOW DOG FOR A LIST OF RECOMMENDED RETAILERS AND FLY SHOPS 
TO ENSURE THAT YOU ARE SOURCING AND PURCHASING THE RIGHT GEAR!

Clothing 
On the flats, we always prefer lightweight, breathable 

clothing that offers a high degree of sun protection. Start with 
a hooded sun shirt, such as the SolarFlex Hoody from Simms 
or the  Patagonia Topic Comfort Hoody. Next comes a pair of 
lightweight, supplex fishing shorts. If you prefer to keep your 
legs covered, consider ditching the baggy, flappy fishing pants, 
opting instead for lightweight compression running tights. 
These are cheap, comfortable, easy to wade in, and they offer 
great protection from the sun and from bugs. But remember 
to do your buddies a favor and wear the shorts OVER the 
compression tights! You may want to then round the outfit out 
with a great fishing hat, a sun Buff, a pair of sun gloves, and a 
great pair of saltwater pliers on your belt.

Waterproof Backpack
If you’re wading or covering any kind of distance, this is 

a key piece of gear. Go with a quality, fully-waterproof pack 
that is large enough to hold all of your gear for the day. This is 
both a wading pack and a boat bag, and it will hold the items 
that you need for your day on the water, including your rain 
coat, camera, flies, leader and tippet, sunscreen, water bottle, 
snacks, extra sunglasses, phone, and anything else that you 
want on hand. Our favorites are the Simms Dry Creek Z Pack 
(35L), the Patagonia Guidewater Pack (29L), the Fishpond 
Thunderhead (28L), or the Yeti Panga Backpack (28L).

Sunscreen 
Nothing can ruin a trip faster than a severe tropical 

sunburn. Bring sunscreen that has a sun protection factor 
(SPF) of at least 30. Sunscreen should be both waterproof and 
sweat proof. Lip protection with a high SPF is also essential. 
Wash your hands thoroughly (scrubbing them with sand and 
saltwater) after applying sunscreen, as saltwater fish will refuse 
any fly that smells like spring break in Daytona Beach. 
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approximately the same land size as the state of 
Massachusetts. Tucked just below Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula, Belize is the smallest country in all of Central 
and South America, and the only country in the region 
where English is the official language. The amazing thing is 
that almost 50 percent of the country has been protected as 
parkland or nature preserve, which partly explains Belize’s 
reputation as a pristine eco-paradise. No other Central 
American country offers such an intriguing mix of tropical 
jungles rich with wildlife, mysterious Mayan temples, 
healthy coastal environments, world-class diving, and 
fishing experiences beyond compare. The country is both 
quick and easy to access, with direct flights into Belize City 
from eight major U.S. cities, and the ability to arrive and 
depart any day of the week.  

Yellow Dog was founded in the country of Belize more than 
20 years ago, and we feel confident that no other company 
knows and represents Belize better than we do! We have a 
diverse line-up of lodges, outfitters and guides, and an in-
depth knowledge of all that the country has to offer. We are 
always happy to work with you to line up the best guides, 
pick the right dates, and create the perfect itineraries and 
trip packages to match exactly what you’re looking for.  

BELIZE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, 
barracuda, jacks, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Belize City, Belize (BZE)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. 
No visa required for most countries.

LANGUAGES: English and Caribbean Creole 

CAPITAL: Belmopan

BELIZE TRAVEL FACTS

 hether you’re looking for a hardcore,
 fishing-focused adventure, a first-time
 saltwater experience, the perfect couples 
get-away, or a well-rounded family beach vacation, Belize 
is a destination that truly offers something for everyone. 
Seemingly created and designed with the angler in mind, the 
tiny country of Belize is home to some of the finest saltwater 
fishing and eco-opportunities on earth — from the bonefish-
filled northern waters that surround Ambergris Caye in 
the northern part of the country, all the way south to the 
legendary permit flats of Punta Gorda.   

The entire coastline of this beautiful Central American 
country is home to a broad range of species as well as a 
large variety of fishing scenarios. Bonefish, permit, tarpon, 
snook, snapper, jacks, barracuda and numerous other 
species are found all throughout the coastal waters of Belize, 
with scenarios that range from crystal-clear, white sand flats 
to shallow-water lagoons, to some of the largest “classic-
style” tarpon flats found anywhere on the planet. It is this 
overall level of angling diversity that truly sets Belize apart 
from other Caribbean fishing destinations. 

With a total population of only 385,000 people, Belize 
is a small country by Latin American standards — with 

w

TURNEFFE FLATS LODGE
Turneffe Atoll, Belize
Located 35 miles off the coast of mainland Belize and 
offering more than 250 square miles of world-class flats, 
reefs and lagoons, Turneffe Flats is a great option for 
anglers who love to wade and sightfish pristine, isolated 
waters. The lodge is surrounded by a huge home flat, 
offering immediate access to wade fishing on your own 
before and after each day of guided fishing. Options for 
non-anglers include a full PADI dive and snorkel center 
and an eco-focused, fully guided “Atoll Adventure” 
program. The Atoll is home to exceptional populations 
of bonefish and permit, and anglers can find snook and 
resident tarpon throughout the year, as well as larger 
tarpon during the spring and summer months.  

TURNEFFE ISLAND RESORT
Turneffe Atoll, Belize
One of the most historic sportfishing operations in all 
of Belize, Turneffe Island Resort is located on a private 
island on the southern tip of Turneffe Atoll. The close 
proximity of wadeable flats and fishing areas means that 
anglers can be fishing within minutes of leaving the dock 
each morning. First opened by Vic Barothy in 1964, this 
operation is part of saltwater flats fishing history and is 
today still the ideal destination for permit and bonefish-
focused anglers, families, intact groups of friends, kids, 
non-anglers and divers. Standard packages include 
seven nights lodging with six fishing days (Saturday to 
Saturday), and partial week packages may be available 
at certain times of the season.  

EL PESCADOR
Ambergris Caye, Belize
Situated on Ambergris Caye in northern Belize, El Pescador 
Lodge is one of the most established, experienced and 
well-known fishing lodges in the Caribbean. This is an 
area that is home to the largest “classic” tarpon flats in 
the world outside of South Florida, and one of the most 
consistent places in the Caribbean where tarpon, permit 
and large numbers of bonefish can be sight-fished every 
month of the year. Lodge amenities include the popular 
Angler’s Bar, three swimming pools, a fully stocked fly shop, 
paddleboards, kayaks and use of high-end rods and reels 
if necessary. Nearby San Pedro is a great beach town with 
excellent non-angling options and the best nightlife in all of 
Belize. Itineraries can accommodate any number of nights 
and guided fishing days, and guests can arrive and depart 
on any day of the week.  
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YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout Belize. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, 
pricing information and photos, scan the 
code below. 

COPAL TREE LODGE
Punta Gorda, Belize
Arguably the most unique resort in all of Central 
America, Copal Tree sits atop a magnificent jungle 
mountain, offering spectacular views of southern 
Belize, Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea. With a 
gorgeous jungle setting and an incredible line-up of 
activities and high-end amenities, Copal Tree combines 
a deluxe eco-lodge experience with world-class permit 
fishing. The suites at Copal Tree tower over the thick 
forest canopy, designed to allow you to take in the 
scenic beauty and the sounds of the Belizean jungle 
while you relax in comfort. Ideal for couples, families 
and anglers looking to combine permit fishing, various 
non-angling options, cultural excursions, incredible 
cuisine and wines and a luxury resort setting. Arguably 
the top couples destination in the region. 

BELIZE RIVER LODGE 
Olde Belize River, Belize 

BRISA OCEANO 
Placencia, Belize 

CAYE CAULKER FLY FISHING 
Caye Caulker, Belize 

GARBUTT BROTHERS LODGE 
Punta Gorda, Belize 

LONG CAYE OUTPOST LODGE 
Long Caye, Belize 

RISING TIDE LIVE-ABOARD 
Central Belize 

THE LODGE AT CHAA CREEK 
San Ignacio, Belize 

THATCH CAYE 
Hopkins, Belize 

TURTLE INN 
Placencia, Belize 

VICTORIA HOUSE 
Ambergris Caye, Belize 

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

BELIZE PERMIT CLUB
Hopkins, Belize
Permit fanatic and long-time Yellow Dog ambassador Wil 
Flack created this six-person lodge to provide anglers 
with the ideal base of operations for fishing the permit-
rich waters near Hopkins. Best described as a permit-
focused program that delivers long days on the water 
and a fanatical focus on chasing the “black-tailed devil,” 
BPC offers intimate and comfortable accommodations, 
excellent boats and equipment, home-cooked meals and 
incredibly experienced guides. Trips of any length can be 
accommodated. While tarpon, bonefish and other species 
are occasionally found throughout this area, it should be 
understood that the fishing in the Hopkins area focuses 
heavily on permit. Belize Permit Club sits on the banks of 
the Sittee River, minutes from the ocean. 

BLUE HORIZON LODGE
Placencia, Belize
A southern Belize, private-island operation located off the 
coast of Dangriga in the heart of the South Water Caye 
Marine Reserve. One of the most famous fishing lodges 
in Belize, Blue Horizon was first founded years ago by 
well-known Belizean guide and permit guru, Lincoln 
Westby. The lodge was completely re-built from the 
ground up in 2019, and re-opened in late 2020 as Belize’s 
“newest” permit-focused destination. This is an operation 
that delivers world-class fishing opportunities in one of 
the most productive permit areas in the Caribbean – the 
ideal destination for true permit junkies. Great history, 
seasoned guides and one of the best overall locations in 
the Caribbean.  

TARPON SANDS
Drowned Cayes, Belize
A fairly new lodge operation with veteran guides and a 
private island setting only 20 minutes off the coast of 
Belize City. This area is home to one of the most prolific 
tarpon fisheries in the Caribbean, with resident fish that 
range in size from 20-to-60 pounds and migratory summer 
tarpon in the 100-to-180-pound range. Due to the prime 
location of the small island, typical daily runs to the most 
productive fishing areas average 15 minutes or less, which 
means that you can fish earlier in the morning, come back 
to the lodge for breakfast or lunch, and head back out for 
a late afternoon and evening session. The ideal option for 
intact groups of four to eight anglers looking for an island 
to themselves! 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  BELIZEBELIZE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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fisheries that include Ascension Bay, Espiritu Santo Bay 
and Chetumal Bay; and the tarpon and snook fisheries of 
the northern Yucatan Peninsula that include Campeche, Rio 
Lagartos and (further to the west) Tabasco. We also offer 
a unique live-aboard trip to remote and isolated Scorpion 
Reef – an untouched atoll that offers amazing opportunities 
for large permit and some of the biggest bonefish found 
anywhere in the region. 

As an overall fishing destination, we love the Yucatan for 
a variety of reasons. First off, it is usually easy, quick and 
inexpensive to travel to the area, with reasonably-priced, 
direct flights to both Cancun and Merida from numerous 
U.S. cities. The second thing that we love is that our Yucatan 
packages offer the best overall value and price points in 
the world of saltwater flats fishing. And finally, this is the 
perfect destination for all types of anglers – from first-time 
flats fishermen and intermediate anglers looking to improve 
their saltwater game, to seasoned veterans looking to focus 
on the southern Yucatan’s prolific numbers of permit. With 
a healthy diversity of species, experienced and proven 
guides, and all types of different fishing scenarios, the 
Yucatan truly offers something for everyone. 

 he fisheries of the Yucatan Peninsula are
 home to impressive numbers of bonefish,
 permit, snook and tarpon. World-famous 
destinations such as Ascension Bay, Chetumal Bay, 
Campeche, Espiritu Santo … all are amongst the most 
productive in the Western Hemisphere. These fisheries 
are also close and incredibly easy to access, creating trip 
opportunities that allow you to maximize your time on the 
water and minimize your time on a plane. 

The vast estuaries and flats systems found throughout the 
Yucatan provide the infrastructure for the region’s pristine 
and highly productive fishery. When conditions are right, 
an angler can target bonefish, tarpon, snook, permit and 
more all in a single trip – and sometimes even in a single 
day. Dozens of other species are also available for the 
adventurous angler. Jacks, barracuda, sharks, snook, 
snapper, grouper and other flats and reef species all offer 
outstanding action on a fly or light tackle set-up every month 
of the year. This kind of angling opportunity and diversity can 
only be found in a few locations throughout the world. 

The Yucatan fisheries that Yellow Dog represents are 
basically divided into two categories: the southern flats 

T
CASA BLANCA LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
Completely surrounded by the Ascension Bay marine 
ecosystem, Casa Blanca has long been recognized 
as the most famous and established fishing lodge 
in the Yucatan. Included in your stay is a private 
and direct round-trip air charter from Cancun to the 
lodge’s airstrip — a transfer that replaces the long 
ride down the dirt road to Punta Allen. The lodge 
also boasts a 100-yard long concrete pier, where 
some of the best fishing for tarpon, jacks and permit 
takes place at night — complete with cold drinks or 
a cooler of beer under the lights! With a fishery that 
is home to impressive numbers of bonefish, snook 
and permit, this is a great destination for first-time 
saltwater anglers, seasoned veterans, intact groups, 
fishing families and couples. 

PLAYA BLANCA LODGE 
Espiritu Santo Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
Located approximately 120 miles south of Cancun 
on the private and secluded island of Punta Pajaros, 
Playa Blanca offers the same type of high-caliber 
fishing program as its sister lodge to the north, Casa 
Blanca. Anglers can fish Espiritu Santo Bay for large 
schools of permit and bonefish, and have exclusive 
access to the Santa Rosa Lagoon system, home to 
strong numbers of resident snook and tarpon. An 
excellent option for anglers looking to combine great 
fishing with the key elements of a very private and 
secluded tropical beach vacation. Overall, this area 
receives very little fishing pressure, making it the ideal 
destination for anglers who prefer fishing in solitude. 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  YUCATANYUCATAN  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, 
barracuda, jacks, snapper and more 

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Cancun (CUN) and Merida (MID) 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. 
No visa required for most countries.

LANGUAGE: Spanish 

CAPITAL: Merida (State of Yucatan), Chetumal (State of Quintana Roo) and Campeche (State of Campeche)

YUCATAN TRAVEL FACTS XFLATS LODGE
Xcalak, Mexico
Located on a remote beach north of the Mayan 
village of Xcalak, Xflats Lodge offers a high-value, 
fishing-focused program with one of the greatest 
overall settings and atmospheres found anywhere 
in the Caribbean. The service, location, food, 
long days on the water, and the overall caliber of 
the guides have collectively made this operation 
a Yellow Dog favorite when it comes to permit, 
bonefish and tarpon. With direct access to the 
protected waters of Chetumal Bay, expansive 
oceanside flats, and hidden backcountry lagoons 
(as well as a “home flat” and fishing directly in 
front of the lodge), this is a solid option for those 
seeking a strong diversity of species. 
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For the traveling angler, learning a few key phrases 
and a handful of vocabulary words can really help 
with your time on the water, your communications 
with your guide, and with the overall success of your 
trip. With that in mind, we’ve collected some essential 
words and useful phrases for fishing in Spanish-
speaking countries. Whether you’re fishing in Mexico, 
Cuba, Costa Rica, or anywhere else in Latin America, 
make the effort at communicating in the native 
tongue. We promise you it will be appreciated!

Spanish 
for the 
Traveling 
Angler

ON-THE-WATER VOCABULARY
Fish – el pescado
Fisherman – el pescador (m.) la pescadora (f.)
Fishing – pescar
Boat / ship – el barco 
Skiff – la lancha
Bathroom – el baño
Cooler/ice box – el cooler 
Life jacket – la salvavida
Captain – el Capitán
Marina – la marina
Reel – el carrete
Hook – el anzuelo

Fly Line – la linea
Rod – la caña
Beach – la playa
Island – la isla
Catch and release – captura y suelta
Gratuity/tip – la propina
Good – Bueno
Very Good – Muey bien
Good luck – Buena suerte!
Amazing – Increíble
Thank you – Grácias
Please – Por Favor

USEFUL SPANISH PHRASES
Where/when should we meet? – ¿Dónde/cuándo nos juntamos?
Is the weather ok today? – ¿Hace buen tiempo hoy?
Good morning, Captain – Buenos días, Capitán
What is your name? – ¿Como se llama?
My name is (Jerry) – Me llamo (Jerry).
Let’s go! – ¡Vámonos!
We don’t want to (troll) – No queremos hacer (troleo)
How many beers are there? – ¿Cuántas cervezas hay?
Can we go swimming? – ¿Podemos nadar?
Can we stop at that island? – ¿Podemos parar en esa isla?
Thanks for everything – Grácias por todo.
Do you have extra flies for the day? –¿Tiene mas moscas por al dia?
I am tired – Estoy muy cansado (m.) cansada (f.)
I’m sick – Estoy enfermo
Can you take a picture? – Puedes tomar una foto?
How can you say that in Spanish? – Como se dice eso en español? 
How is the fishing? – Como es la pesca?  

30 31

FISH NAMES 
Tarpon – Sábalo
Bonefish – Macabí
Permit – Palometa
Snook – Robalo
Roosterfish – Pez Gallo
Jack Crevalle – Jurel Toro 
Snapper – Pargo
Shark – Tiburón
Marlin – Marlín
Sailfish – Pez Vela

FOOD/ DRINK
Drinks – bebidas / frescos
Water – agua
Beer – cerveza
Food – comida
Lunch – almuerzo

AND OTHER RIDICULOUSNESS 
Just so you know, I’m a HUGE fly fisherman
 – Quiero informarte que yo soy un Pescador impressionante!  

I hope you’re okay with me fishing a Tenkara rod today 
– ¿Espero que estas bien si pescare con un cana tipo de Tenkara hoy?

I may have just soiled my pants … but I think we should keep fishing. 
– Creo que me cago mis pantalones, pero no importa. Seguimos a pescar.
 
My partner (drank way too many rum drinks last night and) doesn’t feel good 
– Mi amigo se siente mal por las bebidas. Mucha fiesta. 

We need to keep that snook wet … wet with HOT SAUCE! 
– Necesitamos maintainer esa robalo mojado… como mojado con salsa picante! 

Can you please remove this tarpon hook from my shoulder blade? 
– Por favor me ayudas con el anzuelo que está en mi paleta? 
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GRAND SLAM LODGE 
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
Situated on a beautiful, expansive beach 
on the outskirts of the small fishing village 
of Punta Allen, Grand Slam is a fishing-
focused and family-friendly operation that 
provides higher-end accommodations and 
access to all that the Ascension Bay fishery 
has to offer. With easy flights in and out of 
Cancun and arrivals and departures on any 
day of the week, Grand Slam has long been 
a Yellow Dog favorite. Packages include a 
private boat transfer from Tulum directly to 
the lodge, eliminating the long and bumpy 
drive from Tulum to Punta Allen. 

ASCENSION BAY LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
A basic, no-frills operation located in 
the center of the small fishing village of 
Punta Allen, this small lodge provides 
guests with friendly service, comfortable 
accommodations and one of the best 
price points for anglers looking to fish the 
legendary flats of Ascension Bay and Boca 
Paila Lagoon. Clean rooms, delicious food 
and an experienced, professional guide 
staff. One of the features that we love 
about this operation is that each guide boat 
always includes two licensed captains per 
panga: a one-to-one guide-to-client ratio.

KAY FLY FISHING LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula 
In the spring of 2021, Kay Fly Fishing Lodge 
(formerly La Pescadora) moved to a new 
location in the small fishing village of Punta 
Allen. With the same proven guide team and 
staff, and the same on-site owners (Jose 
Ucan and Lily Bertram), Kay Lodge offers 
one of the most focused and proven permit 
fishing programs in the entire Yucatan. This 
is an intimate, family-run operation that 
has developed a well-earned reputation 
for delivering great results with permit. This 
small lodge is ideal for anglers seeking a 
fishing-focused atmosphere, access to an 
enormous fishery, and one of the finest 
guide teams in the region.  

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and 
books the following lodges and destinations 
throughout Mexico and the Yucatan. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos, scan the code below.

COSTA DE COCOS 
Xcalak, Mexico 

ESPIRITU SANTO BAY (ESB) LODGE 
Punta Herrero, Mexico 

FIN CHASERS
Isla Blanca, Mexico 

FLY FISHING CHETUMAL
Chetumal Blanca, Mexico 

ISLA DEL SABALO 
Northwestern Yucatan 

PESCA MAYA FISHING 
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula 

SCORPION REEF FLY FISHING 
Arrecife Alacranes, Mexico 

TABASCO FLY FISHING 
Frontera, Mexico 

TARPON CAY LODGE – RIO LAGARTOS 
Rio Lagartos, Mexico 

TARPON TOWN CAMPECHE 
Campeche, Mexico 

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  YUCATANYUCATAN  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

CAMPECHE TARPON
Campeche, Mexico
The picturesque city of Campeche was designated 
a United Nations World Heritage (UNESCO) site in 
1999, making it a very unique and special place to 
visit. With an untouched and undeveloped mangrove 
coastline stretching north from Campeche for over 
100 miles, the fishing for tarpon in the 5-to-20-pound 
range can be fantastic throughout the year. This is 
an area that delivers great sight fishing opportunities 
and strong numbers of fish combined with amazing 
culture as well. Campeche Tarpon offers a variety of 
different lodging options, and trips of any length can 
be accommodated. 
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baja

BAHIA DE LOS SUENOS
Baja Peninsula, Mexico
For years, anglers have deserved a world-class lodge to match the exciting 
fishing opportunities on the East Cape, which is why we are excited to 
now offer Bahia de los Suenos – a lodge and resort operation that is set 
amongst the spectacular beaches and mountains of an area known as “the 
Bay of Dreams”. Anglers and their non-angling companions and families 
can now enjoy first-class accommodations, a great line-up of non-angling 
activities, beautiful beaches and legitimate A-level guides. Guests are 
lodged in custom villas and picked up each morning for fishing only yards 
from the front door. Each morning, the fishing starts almost immediately, as 
the bay and surrounding waters are considered one of the area’s hotspots 
for roosterfish and numerous other species. Inshore fishing for roosterfish, 
jacks, ladyfish, giant needlefish, pompano and other species is done from 
both the beach and from a panga. The action is fast and furious with a fly 
rod, requiring quick casts and fast retrieves! 

 aja Mexico’s East Cape is one of the most
 productive coastal and blue water fly fishing
 locations in the world. The Eastern Cape of the 
Peninsula is known for its unique beach fishing scenarios, 
exciting shallow water action, and some of the best 
roosterfish opportunities found anywhere. Gentle seas, fair 
weather and a precipitous drop-off from shallow coastal 
waters directly to the deep ocean floor make this the perfect 
setting for fly fishing. Add the incredible number of migrating 

B pelagic and resident shallow-water species, and you have a 
recipe for some electrifying fly fishing. 

Fishing in Baja can be good year-round, but conditions are 
best for fly fishing May through July, and again in late-
September through late-October. During these months of 
fair weather, an abundance of baitfish in the area attracts 
migrating species like roosterfish, jacks, dorado, billfish, tuna 
and wahoo, and the action can be fantastic. 

BAJA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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like a backstage pass to the 
world of destination angling

Waypoints is a high-quality podcast production created for those 
that fish and those that travel to fish – a platform that talks about, 
explores, and shares relevant and legitimate advice on adventure 
angling and the world’s finest fishing destinations. 

The program is hosted by Jim Klug, the founder and director of Yellow 
Dog Flyfishing Adventures. With more than 245 different lodge and 
location options in 29 different countries and offerings that include 
both freshwater and saltwater adventures, Yellow Dog has become 
the largest, most diverse and well-known agent in fishing travel. Klug 
has spent his life working in the fly fishing industry, and has been 
lucky enough to travel and fish the world, meeting interesting people, 
experiencing incredible destinations and collecting amazing stories. 

Waypoints regularly delivers an incredible line-up of guests, including 
passionate anglers, hard-core adventurists, legendary guides, 
wandering fish-heads, outcast ex-pats and seasoned travel experts. 
Each episode captures and taps into this knowledge base, creating 
an authentic and valuable platform that shares instruction, technical 
advice and first-hand stories that are related in some way to fishing 
travel. Episodes dive into the what, why, where and how of destination 
angling, discussing relevant topics and breaking down the issues 
that matter to those who travel and fish. It is a program with a goal 
of bringing the world of fly fishing travel to life for the program’s 
listeners.

https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/waypoints-podcast/
http://waypoints.buzzsprout.com/

Waypoints is currently available on iTunes, Spotify, Apple 
Podcast, Google Play, Buzzsprout, Stitcher, and on the 

Yellow Dog website. 

Waypoints Producer: Bryan Gregson
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of these islands are world-class bonefishing destinations and 
feature a solid line-up of high-end lodges and some of the best 
guides in the Bahamas.  

Located further to the south, Andros Island — at 2,300 square 
miles in size — is the largest, most undeveloped island in the 
Bahamas. Its shallow waters and fisheries are well known, 
however, thanks to the island’s proximity to the third-largest 
barrier reef in the world and a well-earned reputation as the 
bonefishing capital of the world. Also known as “The Big 
Yard,” Andros is home to approximately 8,000 inhabitants, 
the majority of whom reside on the eastern coast. It is also 
home to some of the most famous bonefishing lodges and 
best guides found anywhere in the world of saltwater fishing. 
While Andros has always been one of the least-explored 
islands in the Bahamas, it is the ideal flats destination for 
anglers, with thousands of square miles of shallow waters 
and world-class bonefish habitat. 

Aside from the main fishing destinations that Yellow Dog 
represents, additional out-island options include Crooked 
Island, Long Island and several of the more remote southern 
locations. These isolated islands are ideal for longer trips or 
for those who appreciate a more secluded, out-of-the-way 
setting. The further off-the-grid you travel in the Bahamas, the 
easier it is to find miles of endless, uncrowded flats.  

Here at Yellow Dog, we love the Bahamas for anglers who 
are new to saltwater flats fishing and those looking to have a 
great first experience with bonefish. It is also our top saltwater 
destination for anglers looking to target trophy bonefish year-
round and sizeable permit and tarpon in the spring, summer 
and fall timeframes. And finally, it is a great option for anglers 
who live in the eastern half of the U.S., as direct travel and 
flight access is almost always quick and easy. 

 he fact that the Bahamas are so close to the United
 States makes this a popular and easy destination
 for anglers from North America who prefer to 
maximize fishing time and minimize travel time. Regular, direct 
air access means that the Bahamas are ideal for either a quick, 
weekend escape, or a longer, multi-day fishing package. And 
as part of a 100,000-square-mile archipelago, the islands of 
the Bahamas are home to a gigantic network of unspoiled flats 
and some of the finest bonefish habitat found anywhere on the 
planet. The majority of the flats in the Bahamas feature hard, 
white sand bottoms, which is why they rank among the best 
flats in the world for walk-and-wade fishing. The shallow waters 
throughout the Bahamas are almost always gin clear, and the 
sight fishing opportunities are endless. These prime bonefishing 
areas are so numerous and expansive that even in a lifetime of 
fishing, it would be almost impossible to visit and fish everything 
that the Bahamas has to offer. There are also a number of great 
Bahamian locations that offer legitimate opportunities for large 
tarpon and permit throughout the season. 

With an impressive combination of natural wonders, man-made 
attractions, modern tourism infrastructure and endless fishing 
grounds, Grand Bahama is a destination that literally offers 
something for everyone. No matter where you fish on Grand 
Bahama, the waters that surround the island are loaded with 
fish, including strong numbers of permit and some of the largest 
trophy bonefish in the world. Further to the south, the Abacos 
are a 120-mile-long chain of islands and cays that cover more 
than 650 square miles of fishable waters. These waters offer 
countless numbers of uninhabited cays, pristine beaches and 
huge expanses of virgin flats teeming with bonefish, seasonal 
permit, tarpon and numerous other species. And while both 
Abaco and Grand Bahama were hit hard by Hurricane Dorian in 
the fall of 2019, most of the established lodges are now open for 
business and excited to host anglers for the season ahead. Both 

T
H2O BONEFISHING
Grand Bahama, Bahamas 
A great option for combining an outstanding fishing 
destination with all the offerings of a high-end, full-
service beach resort in the heart of Freeport, Grand 
Bahama. Great for anglers and non-anglers alike, the 
Freeport resort area offers a wide selection of restaurants, 
bars, shopping, golf, nightlife and even a casino. The 
experienced guides of H2O trailer to different parts of 
Grand Bahama, allowing for direct access to the island’s 
most productive waters and flats based on weather, time 
of year and overall conditions. This is one of our favorite 
operations in the Bahamas: an excellent option for 
focusing on large numbers of bonefish as well as trophy-
sized bones and permit at certain times of the year.  

CROOKED ISLAND LODGE  
Crooked Island, Bahamas 
Crooked Island is one of the least-visited islands and most 
productive fisheries in the Bahamas — about as far from 
the U.S. mainland as one can get and still be in Bahamian 
waters. The location of Crooked is important when you 
consider that weather patterns in this area are usually 
warmer, more consistent and less volatile than the areas 
further to the north (especially during the winter months). 
Crooked Island Lodge accommodates a maximum of 12 
anglers per week — something that ensures the quality of 
fishing throughout the season. The fishing around Crooked 
provides numerous bonefish opportunities on vast white 
sand flats, shots at permit and tarpon, and productive 
offshore and reef fishing. 

TARGET SPECIES: Primarily bonefish, with some possibilities 
for tarpon, permit, barracuda, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Nassau on New Providence (NAS), 
Freeport on Grand Bahama (FPO), and Marsh Harbor on Abaco (MHH)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. 
No visa required for most countries.

LANGUAGE: English

CAPITAL: Nassau on New Providence

BAHAMAS TRAVEL FACTS EAST END LODGE
Grand Bahama, Bahamas
This is a lodge that has been a long-time favorite of the 
Yellow Dog team, due to its optimal location close to the 
five bights on the far eastern end of Grand Bahama. This 
multi-bight fishery enables the East End Lodge guides 
to fish optimal tides and conditions throughout the day 
while hunting exceptionally large bonefish and permit. 
Damaged by Hurricane Dorian in 2019, East End Lodge 
was fully re-built and has now re-opened as the premier 
fishing operation on Grand Bahama. This is a program 
that delivers long fishing days on productive waters 
with fantastic, experienced guides. Travelers can expect 
easy access to Grand Bahama, with numerous direct 
flights from the U.S. to Freeport, and inclusive ground 
transportation across the island to the lodge. 
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RED BAY SUNSET LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas 
This relatively new offering – ideal for anglers who are 
serious about big fish – opened in the fall of 2018. Our 
good friend and legendary Andros guide Benry Smith 
constructed his lodge in what is hands-down the most 
coveted fishing location on Andros: the famous West Side 
of Andros. The lodge’s prime location means that anglers 
can fish north-to-south along the entire western side of 
the island, with quick and easy access to the celebrated 
Joulter Cays, which are only a short 15-minute boat run 
from the lodge. A good deal of the fishing on the West 
Side is done from the skiff, as the bottoms tend to be soft 
and muddy. While the West Side of Andros is famous for 
huge bonefish, the flats that surround the lodge are also 
prime for resident tarpon and large permit during certain 
months of the year. 

DA BAY AREA BONEFISH LODGE  
South Andros Island, Bahamas 
One of the most reasonably priced options in the 
Bahamas, this small lodge overlooks expansive Mars 
Bay – the southernmost settlement on Andros Island. Not 
only does the lodge offer easy access to the southern tip 
of the island’s sprawling flats system, but the bay fishery 
itself is home to a massive, highly productive network 
of bonefish flats. With home flats adjacent to the lodge, 
anglers can DIY wade fish late into the evening after a 
full day of guided fishing, or take a relaxing day off to 
fish on their own. A great price-point option for anglers 
looking for the most bang-for-their-buck.  

BROAD SHAD CAY LODGE 
Andros Island, Bahamas
Owned and operated by well-known Andros guide 
Captain Andy Smith, Broad Shad is one of the most 
exclusive and unique small-lodge operations in the 
entire Caribbean. Catering to only four anglers at 
a time, this intimate, one-of-a-kind lodge is built on 
a small, private island in a very remote location in 
Andros’ North Bight. A location that is equidistant 
between the east and west coasts of the main island 
means that anglers can fish optimum tides throughout 
the day with minimal running time in the boat. There 
are no other lodges or fishing operations within 20 
miles of the lodge. Andy and his guides specialize in 
huge, trophy Bahamian bonefish, which makes this the 
ideal option for anglers who are serious about their 
bonefishing. Permit and tarpon can also be found at 
certain times of the year. 
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to get a shot at it. SA’s Absolute Saltwater Fluoro Tippet is strong and 

abrasion resistant, so I am confident every time I set. No compromises.”
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SWAIN’S CAY LODGE 
Mangrove Cay - Andros Island, Bahamas
Swain’s Cay is a small-scale beach resort that is a great base of 
operations for focused anglers, as well as non-anglers, families 
and couples. When fishing out of Swain’s, anglers have easy 
and direct access to the Middle and South Bights of Andros – 
some of the least-fished areas on the massive island. There is 
also a home flat directly in front of the lodge, which guests can 
easily access on their own after a full day of guided fishing or 
on arrival and departure days. The lodge’s Reefside Restaurant 
& Bar serves up three-course dinners of fresh seafood, ribs and 
chicken, and guests can enjoy post-fishing beverages on the 
wrap-around deck that overlooks the water. Trips of any length 
can be arranged and there are no specific transfer days, which 
means that you can arrive and depart on any day of the week. 
The seasoned guide team at Swain’s is truly outstanding. 

MANGROVE CAY CLUB
Mangrove Cay - Andros Island, Bahamas
One of the top options on Andros for anglers seeking an 
upscale fishing destination and high-end amenities in the 
heart of the productive “bights” of Andros. The lodge’s prime 
location means that anglers can fish the productive bights of 
this huge island, where guides can position you on optimal 
tides throughout each fishing day. You can also explore both 
coasts of the island and cover a phenomenal amount of 
fishing area, making this one of the most diverse bonefishing 
destinations in the Bahamas. This is a fishing lodge that 
truly raises the bar for comfort and amenities, with high-end 
accommodations, excellent food, an attentive staff and hands-
on management. We consider this operation to be one of the 
very best-run lodges in the entire Bahamas.  

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas 
Established in 1960, Small Hope Bay is a family-owned and 
operated resort that offers numerous non-angling activities, 
flats fishing, and one of the top-rated snorkel and scuba 
programs in the Bahamas. With colorful history and decades 
of consistent operation, the lodge is located on the northeast 
coast of Andros Island overlooking a beautiful white sand beach. 
This location offers direct access to the ocean, a protected 
shallow bay and an inland creek — all of which are ideal for 
flats fishing, kayaking, sailing and snorkeling. One of the oldest 
and longest-running lodges in the Bahamas, Small Hope offers 
a feel of “rustic elegance” coupled with a wonderful out-island 
experience. Along with the guided options, there are also great 
DIY fishing opportunities close to the lodge that can easily be 
explored on foot or with sea kayaks. 
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SOUL FLY LODGE
Berry Islands, Bahamas 
As the first focused fly fishing lodge in the Berry Islands, 
the “new” Soul Fly Lodge is a small boutique operation 
that can cater to eight guests at a time. The Berry’s 
have long been one of those out-of-reach Bahamian 
destinations that only a few anglers have known about 
and fished – offering access to miles of tailing bonefish 
on firm, wadeable white sand flats as well as fishing over 
lush turtle grass, along ocean edges, and in backcountry 
creeks. Nestled into the eastside of Great Harbour Cay, 
overlooking the ocean with a short winding path that 
leads to an idyllic Bahamian beach, Soul Fly offers a 
great combination of talented guides, a pleasant staff and 
knowledgeable hosts. Bonefish average around 3 to 4 
pounds, with true trophy fish found on a regular basis. Did 
we mention that permit shots are always a possibility? 

CAERULA DEL MAR CLUB 
South Andros Island, Bahamas
Previously known as the Emerald Palms, the totally 
renovated and vastly upgraded Caerula Del Mar Club is 
a full-service, upscale beachfront resort located on the 
northern part of South Andros Island. Anglers and non-
anglers alike will enjoy pristine, white sand beaches 
– with no other structures in sight. There is also a large 
pool surrounded by lounge areas and the cabana bar, as 
well as a restaurant offering culinary delights prepared 
by world-class chefs. Whether you choose to fish off the 
beach, arrange for a guided flats day in the south bight, 
or charter an offshore day in the Tongue of the Ocean, 
the angling possibilities are as diverse as any destination 
in the Bahamas. The club offers numerous non-angling 
activities and is ideal for couples trips. 

KAMALAME CAY RESORT
Andros Island, Bahamas
If you’re looking for an incredibly high-end, secluded, 
boutique resort set-up that also offers legitimate DIY and 
guided bonefishing options, then this 97-acre private 
island operation may be the perfect retreat. This is an 
operation that was designed for couples and families 
seeking a totally unique, high-end Caribbean experience 
that caters to focused anglers and non-anglers alike. With 
several different lodging and private home options on the 
island, you can custom-create the perfect amenity and 
accommodations package for your family or group. Fishing 
guides leave directly from Kamalame’s marina each 
morning, or anglers can explore the home flats on their 
own via golf cart.  
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STELLA MARIS RESORT
Long Island, Bahamas
Whether you’re looking for a romantic resort 
vacation, a family retreat, a location for a corporate 
function, or a hardcore fishing trip, Stella Maris 
has the bases covered. Located on 3,000 private 
acres on Long Island, this is an “elegantly casual” 
full-service beach resort that caters to serious 
flats anglers as well as families and non-anglers. 
The fishing operations are run by James “Docky” 
Smith – one of the most legendary out-island guides 
in the entire Bahamas. While some wade fishing 
opportunities do exist, the majority of fishing on Long 
Island is done from the boat.  

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout the Bahamas. 
For detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, 
pricing information and photos, scan the 
code below. 

ANDROS SOUTH 
South Andros Island, Bahamas 

BAIR’S LODGE 
South Andros Island, Bahamas 

BIG CHARLIE’S LODGE 
Andros Island, Bahamas 

CHESTER’S BONEFISH LODGE 
Acklins, Bahamas 

COAKLEY HOUSE 
Andros Island, Bahamas 

DEADMAN’S CAY LODGE 
Long Island, Bahamas 

GALLOUP’S SANDY POINT LODGE 
Abaco, Bahamas 

LOST KEY LODGE 
Ragged Island, Bahamas 

MOUNT PLEASANT LODGE 
Andros Island, Bahamas 

NORTH RIDING POINT CLUB 
Grand Bahama, Bahamas 

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com
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There is nothing more boring than other people’s dreams, 
so I try to forget most of my own. Life’s waking nightmares are 
vivid enough. But I’m dogged by one I had the other night. I was 
standing in a favorite fishing hole up to my waist, attempting to 
release a largemouth bass I’d just caught. Slow on the trigger, I’d 
missed the lip-hook. So my fly had lodged deep down his gullet. 
As I struggled to work it free with hemostats, trying not to injure 
the fish, hands grew out of his pectoral fins, gripping my wrists, 
as he patiently awaited his fate.

I woke up with my heart pounding out some thumping, jungle 
arrhythmia. What if fish had hands? Could I spend all this time 
doing what I love to do most, catching-and-releasing them? Thank 
God they don’t. A good break for me, a bad break for the fish. 
Anatomy is destiny.

I’ve written about catch-and-release fishing in these pages be-
fore, almost exactly 10 years ago. Since then, I’ve caught 13,005 
more fish on a fly rod and have let them all go. I know the precise 
number, because I’ve counted and recorded each one. They say 
fishing is cheaper than therapy, which my wife suspects I’m in 
need of. Though after tallying up the tabs for rods, waders, boots, 
flies, gas, and convenience-store junk-food on my runs, I’m not so 
sure. But it’s given me a lot of time to think about this seemingly 
pointless blood pageant I participate in, and why. With another 
decade gone, I haven’t come up with anything better than a 
weak paraphrase of Thoreau: Some men count fish all their lives 
without knowing what it is they’re counting.

Non-fishing friends often look askance at you when you tell 
them how many fish you catch without eating a one. “Oh, you’re 
just a sadist, then,” they say. They call me “fish molester,” “fish 
torturer,” and worse, as though my fly rod and I amount to some 
piscatorial Abu Ghraib. I tell them I like to eat fish just fine on oc-
casion. But Mrs. Paul has already done the dirty work for me. Why 
commit felonies when misdemeanors bring you more pleasure?

I’m free to just fish. I don’t have to kill them, clean them, cook 
them, or take their PCB loads into my bloodstream. I can just hold 
something beautiful and wild for a second, before turning it loose 
to be fruitful and multiply. Maybe I will even catch its children 
and grandchildren down the line, before evolutionary calculus 
kicks in, and it finally dawns on the progeny that a woolly bugger 
isn’t actual food. The fish, in the bargain, gets a good human tale 

Release Me
to tell to his fish kin, scaring the bejesus out of them. Maybe 
fish like to be scared a little, the same way people do. Fear 
reminds us that we’re still alive.

The science is divided on whether fish feel pain. But from 
my hands-on experience, I safely assume they don’t relish 
being caught. While I enjoy communing with them, they seem 
like they’d be perfectly willing to go it alone. But even if fish 
had the neocortex and microcircuitry to guarantee they feel 
pain, it’s nothing like the pain I feel when I can’t catch them in 
deepest winter or when life presses in.

I don’t know what it says about me that I always feel closest 
to God when I’m giving His majestic creation a lip-piercing. 
But the book of Hebrews states plainly that without blood-
shed, there is no redemption. Jesus himself was a bit of a 
catch-and-release story. The Romans thought they had Him 
good and dead; then three days later, the tomb let Him go. 
Not for nothing were at least five of Christ’s disciples fisher-
men, including his two favorites (Peter and John). So I rest 
confident that He’d forgive this minor blasphemy.

As for counting and logging all my escapees, I can’t say 
what it amounts to. Except that each of those marks on a page 
represents a fleeting window of time. One in which I was 
looking neither forward nor back—I was just looking. It’s my 
favorite kind of time, since it’s the time we have the least of. 
String enough of those moments together, and a good fishing 
moment becomes a good fishing life, irrefutable evidence 
of what Roderick Haig-Brown called “living a life, instead of 
enduring it.”

I’m not pretending that fish can save our souls. But on 
some days, they come close enough.

by Matt Labash

Matt Labash – one of the most talented writers in the 
game – is the creator and curator of the substack, Slack 
Tide. Matt was a national correspondent for the Weekly 
Standard magazine and is the author of Fly Fishing With 
Darth Vader. If you love great writing and hilarious con-
tent, do yourself a favor and subscribe to Slack Tide. This 
article was republished by permission of the author.
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Cuba. Regardless of where you line up politically, supporting 
these individuals and infusing a bit of “fly fishing capitalism” 
into the country can and will make a difference for the Cubans 
that are the heart and soul of this fishing infrastructure. Many 
of these guides also serve as rangers and monitors in the 
marine protected areas where the great fishing is found, 
providing critical overwatch and protection from illegal fishing 
activity. These guides are truly some of the nicest, kindest, and 
hardest-working people in the world, which is one of the many 
reasons why we love visiting and fishing in Cuba. 

Availability for 2022 and 2023 looks to be good – at least 
for the time being. After a cancelled 2020 season and a 
downturn in visits due to regulatory and travel uncertainty, 
prime dates for the near future are still available, but we 
do expect that these weeks will fill quickly. That being said, 
we would add that as an overall destination, Cuba is not a 
great fit for everyone. A degree of patience is required to 
truly enjoy and appreciate Cuba, and a “go-with-the-flow” 
attitude is critical when spending time in a country that 
is in many ways broken, dysfunctional and working with 
limited resources. This is not a “mints on the pillow” type of 
destination by any means. Your patience, however, is almost 
always rewarded with new experiences, unique memories, 
exposure to the wonderful people and the warm culture of 
Cuba, and some of the most fantastic fishing opportunities 
found anywhere in the Caribbean. 

If you’ve been thinking about a trip to Cuba, Yellow Dog is 
happy to help with the facts and with navigating current 
regulations. We know that a handful of on-line travel 
companies and even small fly shops offer trips to Cuba, but 
the fact is that most of these entities lack legitimate experience 
when it comes to dealing with OFAC regulations and working 
within the proper channels. Handling the complex and ever-
changing logistics involved in traveling to and from Cuba and 
transferring within the country itself can also be challenging. 
This is not an easy place to organize a detailed trip, and to do 
Cuba the right way, to eliminate potential problems, and to 
ensure that a trip is legal, an agent truly needs to know the 
ins-and-outs of how Cuba works. 

 uba is a destination that for decades has been 
 closely tied to the political landscape of U.S. 
 politics. For over six decades, the U.S. embargo 
against Cuba has remained in place, with regulations 
dictated by the U.S. Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). 
With a formal re-opening of tourism in November of 2021, we 
expect both an influx of travelers returning to the island, as 
well as more options for flights and access. While logistically 
challenging and complicated, we have been traveling and 
sending anglers to Cuba throughout the political fluctuations 
of the past several U.S. administrations. We’ve also worked 
closely with OFAC legal experts to ensure that our trip 
itineraries are within the scope of current U.S. regulations. 
It is still legal for Americans to travel to Cuba, as long as it 
is done with the right documentation and an adherence to 
OFAC and Treasury Department regulations. When you book 
with Yellow Dog, you can rest assured that your trip is legal 
and fully compliant with current U.S. regulations.

The fact that Cuba is once again an option for the traveling 
angler is fantastic news, as when it comes to pristine flats and 
low angling pressure, combined with impressive numbers of 
tarpon, permit and bonefish, Cuba is truly in a league of its 
own. The fishing areas that we represent and offer in Cuba – 
Jardines de la Reina, Cayo Largo, Isla de la Juventud, Zapata, 
Playa Larga and the flats of Las Salinas and Cayo Cruz – are 
among the most unspoiled and protected ecosystems found 
anywhere in the Caribbean. During the right times of the year, 
the fishing can be absolutely fantastic. That said, a trip to 
Cuba is also about visiting this unusual country and seeing a 
destination that in many ways has not changed much since the 
late 1950’s.

We firmly believe that now is the time to visit the country 
for a number of reasons. First off, traveling to this unique 
destination is basically like stepping into a time warp. Cuba 
is changing, but it is still possible to experience the country 
now – before massive change occurs. Secondly, the fisheries 
have been largely rested for two years, and as anglers, we all 
know what that means. Finally, there has never been a better 
and more impactful time to support the guides and the small 
businesses that are directly linked to recreational fishing in 

C

CAYO CRUZ / CAYO ROMANO
Northern Cuba 
The Cayo Cruz and Cayo Romano fisheries fall within a 
280-square mile protected marine area that includes a 
massive network of flats, lagoons and pristine estuaries. This is 
a land-based hotel operation that utilizes a new, all-inclusive, 
beachfront resort with an infinity pool overlooking the flats, 
clean rooms, and even a bowling alley onsite! The shallow 
waters of the area offer a combination of hard-packed white 
sand flats and semi-firm, mottled bottoms – almost all of 
which are perfect for wading. Large numbers of fish and a high 
degree of species diversity make this an ideal destination for 
anglers looking to target primarily bonefish and permit, with 
tarpon present during the migratory months.

ISLA DE LA JUVENTUD (ISLE OF YOUTH) 
Southern Cuba
A remote live-aboard operation in one of the least-visited 
and untouched areas in Cuba, this is a program where the 
mothership changes mooring locations and moves throughout 
the week, continuously basing anglers in the heart of the area’s 
best fishing. A trip to the Isle of Youth requires a night in Havana 
on both the front and back end of the trip – something that is a 
great addition to the overall Cuban fishing adventure. Abundant 
residential and migratory tarpon opportunities abound, as well 
as possibilities for permit, bonefish and other species such as 
snook and snapper. 

CUBA TRAVEL FACTS JARDINES DE LA REINA
Southern Cuba
The Jardines de la Reina (the “Gardens of the Queen”) is a vast 
marine park and archipelago located off the southern coast 
of Cuba’s main island. Collectively, it is an area and a fishery 
larger in size than the entire Florida Keys, with fishing pressure 
that can be considered extremely light compared to most 
Caribbean fisheries. This massive area is ideal for anglers 
in search of remote fishing, a totally pristine and untouched 
ecosystem, and long days on the water. It is a fishery that is 
home to large numbers of tarpon in the 40-to-80 pound range, 
as well as bonefish, permit, jacks, barracuda and numerous 
other species. The season in “JDR” begins in the late fall 
and runs through the middle of summer, and fishing can be 
excellent at any time of the year (depending on the weather…
as is always the case in saltwater!) Rates for the fishery 
fluctuate throughout the season, so contact Yellow Dog for up-
to-date information. Anglers (and divers) interested in visiting, 
fishing and exploring this amazing area have the choice of 
multiple live-aboard options, including the motherships Avalon 
II, III and IV, as well as other seasonal mothership options.

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, barracuda, jacks, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round, with the best fishing opportunities found throughout the 
spring and summer months (especially for the migratory tarpon)

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Havana (HAV), Camaguey (CMW) or Cayo Coco (CCC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport as well as a Cuban travel visa, with which Yellow Dog can assist

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Havana
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CAYO LARGO
Southern Cuba
Cayo Largo (“Long Key”) is one of the finest permit fishing destinations 
found anywhere in the Caribbean and is referred to as the ‘Permit Capital 
of Cuba’. Previously a land-based hotel program, most Cayo Largo trips 
are now utilizing a mothership platform to better access the fishery. 
The beginning of the season from November to February offers strong 
opportunities for large bonefish and permit, and the March to June 
timeframe is considered peak season for permit. The typical package to 
Cayo Largo is seven nights and six fishing days with additional nights in 
Havana before and after your week of fishing. Additional days in Havana 
can easily be arranged. This is an ideal package for groups. 

PLAYA LARGA
Southern Cuba
This high-value, land-based option is located in the heart of the famous 
Bay of Pigs region – a short, three-hour drive from Havana. Trip packages 
of any length can be arranged, and anglers can arrive and depart on 
any day of the week. With this operation, anglers can choose from three 
amazing fishing options: fishing from skiffs on the Las Salinas flats for 
bonefish and permit, utilizing Bass Tracker boats for tarpon fishing in the 
Hatiguanico River, or adding guided largemouth bass fishing on Laguna 
del Tesoro (Treasure Lake). This is our “most local” and authentic option in 
Cuba – providing guests with a high degree of Cuban culture and a totally 
unique, non-resort experience.

ZAPATA PENINSULA
Southern Cuba
Similar in many ways to the Everglades National Park in Florida, the 
Parque Nacional Ciénaga de Zapata is located on Cuba’s southern coast 
– roughly a three-hour drive from Havana. Home to a huge network of 
mangrove wilderness and some of the most pristine beaches and flats 
in the entire region, this area is also home to large numbers of rare 
birds, crocodiles and fish species that include tarpon, permit, snook 
and bonefish. Ideal for small groups, the Georgiana live-aboard has six 
staterooms with ensuite baths, and a maximum group size of eight anglers 
for each full week of fishing. A rotation of single and double-occupancy 
skiffs translates into lots of bow time for all.

CAYO PEREDON
Northern Cuba
Cuba’s “newest” destination, Cayo Paredon, is located off the northern 
coast of Cuba, immediately to the west of the well-known and established 
Cayo Cruz fishery. This is an operation that offers big bonefish, shots at 
permit, and opportunities for migratory tarpon that move through the 
fishery on an annual basis from late April into July. With only four skiffs 
on any given week, this new land-based resort option offers a very 
friendly price point and relatively easy access through the Cayo Coco 
International Airport.
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The Yellow Dog Community and Conservation Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization (EIN 81-2726410) and donations are fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Contact us at info@ydccf.org

CONNECT YOUR PASSION WITH A PURPOSE – DONATE TODAY
Want to do more?  Join YDCCF and help sustain the communities and fisheries you care about across the globe. Learn more 

about the projects we support and the impact we are having across the globe at:

www.ydccf.org

Why support YDCCF? 

Simply put: You love to fish, and you love the places it 
takes you to. Every one of those places is special, and in 
order to keep these places special, as anglers we need 
to collectively work to protect them. YDCCF is uniquely 
positioned to do just that – and do so more effectively 
than any other organization. Through Yellow Dog’s vast 
network of guides, lodges and outfitters, we intimately 
know the communities and individuals in these places 
and are able to directly fund grassroots projects where 
your donation can maximize its impact. 

In our first five years, YDCCF has granted over $1 million 
to over 60 projects worldwide. We have helped push large 
scale solutions such as the country-wide gillnetting ban 
in Belize across the finish line, while at the same time 
donating money directly to guides and their families 
during the pandemic to help sustain them when the lack 
of international travel meant almost no income. 

5 years of Giving Back 
Over 60 Projects
Over $1 Million Donated

Our purpose is simple: give back to the places 
and people that give us so much as anglers. 
We created the Yellow Dog Community and 
Conservation Foundation (YDCCF) in 2016 
as a means of providing direct support to 
communities, fisheries, and ecosystems 
where great angling is found. We fund projects 
large and small across the globe focusing 
on conservation, education and community 
growth and resilience.
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2021 Grants and Projects
• Punta Allen (Yucatan): we are nearing completion of construction on a 
dormitory for teachers to give them more suitable quarters and increase teacher 
retention. This dovetails with work we have been doing for several years to ensure 
a quality education for the children of Punta Allen. 

• Snake River (Idaho): The Association of Northwest Steelheaders are stepping 
up their efforts by mobilizing citizens and teaching them how to be more effective 
at connecting with legislators to compel their support for Idaho Congressman Mike 
Simpson’s Columbia Basin Initiative, which includes plans to remove the lower four 
Snake River Dams. 

• Rio Mataven (Colombia): Our partner Release Fly Travel is working with five 
indigenous Piaroa communities who are collectively managing a burgeoning world-
class Peacock Bass fishery. The community is receiving education on the basics of 
fly fishing, guide etiquette, English language education and even fly tying. 

• Mongolian Taimen (Mongolia): In collaboration with the Wild Salmon Center 
and Mongolian River Outfitters we are supporting river patrol rangers, ongoing 
stream monitoring and some new river regulation signage in the Delger and Onon 
watersheds. 

• Bristol Bay (Alaska): Wild Salmon Center – Bristol Bay Defense Fund ongoing 
support for efforts to halt the development of the Pebble Mine project.

• Andros Island (Bahamas): Mangrove Cay Recreational Park – we are 
supporting the community in helping to build a facility for children to recreate safely. 



54 55

CHRIST MAS 
ISLAND



56 57phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  CHRISTMAS ISLANDCHRISTMAS ISLAND  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

home to three different and unique species of challenging 
and hard-fighting triggerfish. These waters also offer 
opportunities for several species of trevally, including 
bluefin, golden and giant trevally. While the atoll’s large 
populations of milkfish are usually found in deeper channels 
and in the blue waters that surround the fishery, they can 
at times be targeted while tailing on the flats. The offshore 
fishing in the deep waters that surround Christmas Island 
can also be productive, with strong numbers of barracuda, 
giant trevally, wahoo, Mahi Mahi, sharks and the occasional 
marlin.

We will mention that Christmas Island may not be the 
ideal location for everyone, as the accommodations, food 
and overall setting can be a bit on the basic and “rustic” 
side. That said, if you’re an angler that appreciates a 
solid fishing-focused destination with great wade fishing 
opportunities, long days on the water, and an attractive 
overall price point, then Christmas should indeed be on your 
own personal Christmas list! These trips also pair well with 
bonefishing trips on Oahu in Hawaii, as well as non-angling 
vacation itineraries throughout the Hawaiian islands. It 
should be noted that there is only one flight per week to 
Christmas Island from Honolulu every Tuesday morning. 
This Fiji Airlines flight is around three-and-a-half hours from 
Honolulu.

 alfway between Hawaii and New Zealand in the 
 middle of the South Pacific sits Kiritimati — the 
 world’s largest atoll and a destination that is better 
known in angling circles as Christmas Island. It takes a bit of 
time to get here, but once you arrive, you’ll find a massive 
saltwater wilderness area that is home to staggering 
numbers of bonefish and solid populations of milkfish, 
triggerfish, giant trevally, golden trevally and numerous 
other species. Since first emerging as a destination flats 
fishery in the mid-1980s, Christmas Island has continued 
to deliver great flats fishing experiences and consistent 
numbers of fish on a year-round basis.

Christmas Island is one of our favorite places for anglers that 
are fairly new to saltwater fishing, as strong populations of 
cooperative bonefish can be found any month of the year. 
These bonefish are the main target species on Christmas 
Island, where one-to-three-pound fish thrive in the shallow 
waters of the atoll. The endless interior and exterior flats of 
Christmas Island offer a mix of hard white sand, coral and 
turtle grass bottoms, creating the ideal setting for wade 
fishing and exploring on foot. If you are new to saltwater 
fishing, we consider this a great first-trip destination.

Aside from the dependable bonefishing, another thing that 
we love about fishing Christmas Island is the diversity of 
species that can be targeted with a fly rod. The atoll is 

THE VILLAGES
Christmas Island – Kiribati
One of the most established and proven lodge 
operations on the entire atoll, The Villages 
offers a premier location and a fantastic overall 
layout. The fishing boats depart from the beach 
directly in front of the lodge each morning, 
making everything about this operation easy, 
convenient and close. With a client-to-guide 
ratio of one-to-one, anglers are assigned 
their own personal guide each morning. With 
a friendly staff, good food and an extremely 
“fishy” atmosphere, The Villages features 
several small, air-conditioned cabanas outfitted 
to accommodate two anglers per room. The 
lodge has a large indoor dining area with air 
conditioning, as well as a covered outdoor 
lounge and bar area, where cocktails and 
appetizers are served after each day on the 
flats. Over the course of a standard week, 
anglers can expect to fish the expansive 
bonefish flats located in close proximity to the 
lodge, as well as the interior lagoons of the 
atoll, the remote “backcountry” areas, the far 
side of the atoll near the famous Korean Wreck, 
and offshore waters for milkfish and tuna.

IKARI HOUSE
Christmas Island – Kiribati
Ikari House is one of the nicer, “newer” 
operations on the island, offering comfortable 
air-conditioned accommodations, an 
experienced guide staff and good food. All 
of the lodge’s double occupancy bedrooms 
feature private bathrooms with consistent water 
pressure, comfortable single beds and ice-
cold A/C units. Ikari House utilizes several very 
unique, locally-crafted, outrigger-style transfer 
boats to access the flats. The boats are very 
reliable and offer anglers a fun and effective 
mode of transportation to and from various 
fisheries. This is an excellent destination for 
beginner saltwater fly anglers due to the sheer 
numbers of bonefish found all throughout the 
shallow waters of the atoll, and also ideal for 
those that love to walk and wade. Aside from 
the dependable bonefishing, the atoll is home 
to three unique species of triggers and several 
species of trevally, including bluefin, golden 
and giant.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND TRAVEL FACTS

H

PRONUNCIATION: With the country name, locals pronounce the ‘ti’ in 
‘Kiribati’ as an ‘s’; therefore, the proper way to pronounce ‘Kiribati’ is ‘Kiribas’

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, with some possibilities for giant trevally, 
triggerfish, golden trevally, bluefin trevally, milkfish and more

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Cassidy International Airport on Kiritimati (CXI)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for most countries.

SEASON: Year-round

LANGUAGES: Gilbertese (also called I-Kiribati) and English

CAPITAL: South Tarawa
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PREMIUM FLY FISHING PRODUCTS

HATCHOUTDOORS.COM
AMERICAN MADE

PHOTO BY JIM KLUG
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nights with six days of guided fishing, and all deliver exotic 
jungle angling action, comfortable accommodations, and 
amenities that are definitely unexpected in such remote 
and isolated settings. In all of these fisheries, dorado 
and other jungle species such as pacu and yatorana are 
plentiful, and the fishing throughout the region presents 
endless opportunities for the adventurous angler. It should 
be mentioned that anglers traveling to the Bolivian jungle 
should be in fairly good shape: able to walk, wade and hike 
on rocky banks in a jungle environment. 

With extraordinary natural beauty, Bolivia is one of the most 
wild and adventurous countries in South America. The remote 
nature of the fishing in this specific area, the exotic wildlife, 
the culture of the Tsimane people, and the overwhelming 
magnificence of the jungle all combine to create an angling 
and travel experience that is, without a doubt, one of the 
most interesting and unique in the entire world of destination 
fly fishing.

BOLIVIA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Golden dorado, pacu and yatorana

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Viru Viru International Airport (VVI) in Santa Cruz, Bolivia

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport and a Bolivian visa 
(purchased upon arrival) and proof of Yellow Fever vaccination

SEASON: The dry season of May through October

LANGUAGES: Spanish and Tsimane 

CAPITAL: Sucre

     e can tell you from personal experience that 
   our Bolivian golden dorado programs 
 collectively offer some of the most incredible 
freshwater fishing found anywhere on the planet. With three 
different location and lodge options, Tsimane offers anglers 
access to the wildest of fish in the wildest of environments! 
The theory is that this specific population of dorado migrated 
from the Parana River Basin prior to the last glacial era, 
eventually finding their way to the headwaters of these 
Bolivian mountain rivers. The end result is a strain of fish 
that has been virtually untouched by civilization for eons: a 
voracious fish that today can be targeted and caught on the 
fly all throughout Tsimane’s areas of operation. 

After first launching in 2006, the Tsimane program (a joint 
development between the operators and the Sécure River 
Indigenous Association) now features three separate lodge 
locations, giving anglers a choice between basing out of 
the Secure Lodge, Pluma Lodge or the Agua Negra Lodge. 
All three are offered as standard weekly packages of seven 

NEW FOR 2022! 
TSIMANE HELI FISHING
As if the Bolivian dorado experience was not exciting 
enough, we are pleased to introduce the all-new 
Tsimane Heli program for 2022. With daily helicopter 
fly-outs, guests can now reach area rivers and tributaries 
that are wild, untouched and completely inaccessible to 
most people. The program includes two nights in a five-
star hotel in Santa Cruz, seven nights all-inclusive at the 
Pluma Lodge in single rooms, and six days of helicopter 
fishing in and around remote area headwaters. Capacity 
is limited to only four anglers per week, during a window 
that runs August through October. 

W

PLUMA LODGE
Tsimane – Bolivia
With this eight-person program, anglers have access to three different 
fisheries, including the Pluma River, the Itirizama and the lower 
Secure River. This diversity of waters means that anglers can expect 
to fish new (and rested) sections each day. While fishing on foot or 
(occasionally) out of the boat on both the Pluma and the Secure, 
anglers primarily target trophy golden dorado, as well as pacu and 
yatorana. The smaller, remote Itirizama is considered by many anglers 
to be the “jewel in the crown” of the Tsimane program, affording 
anglers some of the best sightfishing that Bolivia has to offer. The lodge 
itself features four double occupancy rooms, a main social area and 
a huge deck directly overlooking the Pluma. This program offers the 
perfect mix of fishing moderately sized, crystal-clear freestone rivers 
and larger, debris-filled waters that hold some of the largest dorado in 
the entire watershed.

AGUA NEGRA LODGE
Tsimane – Bolivia
The Agua Negra River is an important tributary of the Sécure River. 
This is a stream of clear, shallow waters running from East to West: 
a classic small-water fishery that offers relatively easy wading. The 
Lower Agua Negra has features similar to a low gradient, flood plain 
river, meandering through a jungle river valley with numerous sandy 
beaches, deep runs and cover to hold strong populations of dorado 
and yatorana. The middle section of the Secure River offers plenty of 
structure, and the Chimoro Stream is ideal for yatorana and medium-
sized dorados on lightweight tackle. A third option includes the Upper 
Agua Negra Spike Camp. The lodge accommodates a maximum of 
only four rods per week – perfect for small inclusive groups of anglers. 
Guests stay in safari-style tents that are connected to a main lodge 
building via a raised, wooden boardwalk. Agua Negra offers what are 
arguably the best waters for sightcasting in Tsimane, with big dorado in 
shallow waters.

SECURE LODGE
Tsimane – Bolivia
With a maximum of six anglers per week, Secure Lodge is located far 
upstream from the other two Tsimane camps, providing access to the 
Upper Secure, Middle Secure and several tributary streams including 
the Maniquicito and Ashahana. Over the course of a standard week, 
guests may also have the opportunity to travel “out of bounds” to fish 
the very upper reaches of the Secure River. With this option, anglers 
will overnight at a remote headwaters out-camp. This broad variety 
of waters and pools allow groups to fish untouched waters every day, 
and rarely, if ever, repeat the same fishing section. The lodge features 
safari-style wall tent cabins, a large social area and dining room, 
satellite Wi-Fi, and hot water that is generated by a solar system. 
One of the biggest draws to fishing this drainage is the sheer numbers 
of dorado that are found in the immediate area. The Secure is also 
considered to be the best river to target and catch large pacu.



64 65

JUN GLE



66 67JUNGLE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

imagination of fly anglers for decades. 

Peacocks are definitely not a fish for the weak of heart, and 
the topwater strike of peacock bass is often so ferocious 
that the entire fish will fly several feet out of the water with 
the fly. Depending on where in Brazil you fish, other species 
might include arapaima, payara, aruana, pacu, wolfish, 
piranha and more.

Yellow Dog is also pleased to offer arapaima operations 
in both Guyana and Brazil. The prehistoric and massive 
arapaima are the largest, scaled freshwater fish in the world, 
and they easily rank among the most exotic and unique 
gamefish found anywhere. Heavily armored with massive 
scales and a feeding behavior that relies on ambushing prey, 
arapaima routinely reach lengths of more than six feet and in 
some exceptional cases, more than eight feet. 

JUNGLE TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Peacock bass, arapaima, payara, aruana, pacu, wolfish, piranha and more

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Manaus, Brazil (MAO)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport

SEASON: Varies throughout the year depending on location

LANGUAGES: Portuguese and various indigenous languages 

CAPITAL: Brasilia

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout the jungle regions 
of South America and the Amazon. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, 
pricing information and photos, scan the 
code below.

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  JUNGLE

I f you’re looking for the wildest, most unique freshwater 
 fishing adventures on the planet, then look no further 
 than these exotic jungle operations. From the South 
American rainforests of Guyana to the peacock bass-filled 
rivers of the Amazon, Yellow Dog can set you up with 
the world’s most colorful and unique freshwater fishing 
adventures. These trips are ideal for anglers that love 
unusual locales and crazy, colorful, and often-times bizarre 
jungle species.

Perhaps the best-known jungle fishing destination is the 
Amazonian region of Brazil, home to the largest rainforest on 
the planet and the world’s largest freshwater river system. 
With an incredible variety of plants, animals, birds and more 
than 3,000 different species of fish, it is one of the most 
biologically diverse places on the planet. This is an area that 
is primarily known for peacock bass: An incredibly strong, 
acrobatic and aggressive gamefish that has captured the 

KENDJAM
Amazonia, Brazil

PIRARUCU
Amazonia, Brazil

RIO MARIE
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil

RIVER PLATE OUTFITTERS
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil

REWA ECO LODGE
Guyana

XINGU
Amazonia, Brazil

AGUA BOA LODGE
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil
Situated deep in the Amazon, 200 miles northwest 
of the Brazilian city of Manaus, the Agua Boa 
River flows through one of the most isolated, 
protected areas in the region. To date, the Agua 
Boa is the lone fly-fishing-only designated river 
in Brazil — something that has created a special 
environment where large populations of big fish 
have developed over the years with zero pressure 
from local netters or gear fishermen. Anglers 
fish two per skiff for three species of peacock 
bass (Temensis, spotted and butterfly), aruana, 
piranha, payara, pirarucu and more. Located on 
a remote and isolated stretch of the Agua Boa 
River, the lodge’s private airstrip offers easy and 
direct access from Manaus. Spacious individual 
bungalows feature A/C, two double beds and 
large, private bathrooms. The main lodge area 
includes the dining room, social room, bar area, 
Wi-Fi and a huge swimming pool that overlooks 
the river. This is an operation that we love for 
anglers who want a high-quality, high-numbers 
Amazon fishing experience with comfortable 
amenities and a classic, jungle lodge setting.  
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defines you as a person. In the early morning hours, your 
guide slips the panga onto a flat and in short order you 
begin spotting tails tipping up in the shallow water. He 
suggests a fly that has been working on his home water 
since Jesus wore sandals. You shrug it off, pointing to one 
of your artisanal crab patterns. Several casts later, the 
guide offers up the suggestion of maybe changing the fly. 
Again, you rebuff their suggestion insisting, “this was the 
hot fly in Cuba”. The tide slips out and the fish along with 
it. Back at the lodge, excuses are made, but none involving 
the cardinal sin of the sport; “don’t guide your guide”. Sure, 
that fly might have caught a fish somewhere in the world 
at some point in time, but also somewhere in the world is a 
penguin that wants to fornicate with a giraffe. 

As a rule, let the guide be “the guide” and you happily 
embrace your position on the pointy end of the boat as “the 
sport”. Refrain from offering advice on how to fish “their” 
water. Utterances like, “This is way too deep for bonefish”, 
“It’s been fifteen minutes and we haven’t seen anything, we 
should look somewhere else”, and “I fished in ______ last 
month and we caught a ton of fish, those guys are the best 
guides in the World” will not be well received. In short, let 
your guide do their job and concentrate on holding down 
your end on the bow. 

2. Being a Duffer
Speaking of holding down your end, would you go play a 
round of golf at Pebble Beach without prepping or taking a 
lesson? Well why the heck would you not seek instruction 
and practice prior to a vacation that requires you to be 
proficient at fly casting? Let me guess … you’re a pretty 
good caster. If you say that, chances are you’re probably 
not. Can you backcast accurately? In a 15-knot crosswind? 
At fifty feet? Sixty feet? That’s what I thought. Your guide 
is working their butt off rowing a boat or polling a skiff for 
eight plus hours hoping, even praying, that the person on 
the front has the chops to put the fly where it needs to be. 
Sure, you can catch fish with a mediocre casting stroke, but 
you’ll capitalize on more opportunities with some instruction 
and not be known as the gringo who casts like they’re trying 
to catch butterflies with a dipnet. 

3. Who’s the “Geardo“?
We are a society of consumers. We like buying shit. Rods, 
reels, lines, leaders, pliers, flies, fly boxes, rain gear, Boga 
grips, gloves, five pairs of sunglasses, three hats, and a 
big-ass bag to hold all of it. Oh, and let’s not forget that you 
can’t swing a dead cat in the angling community and not hit 

From seasoned angler to the neophyte, kind patrician 
to jackass; the lodge staff and guides see them all. As a 
traveling angler, the key point to remember here is that you 
are traveling to their backyard, essentially you are a guest 
and should conduct yourself as such. The last thing you ever 
want to be known as is “that guy” (or gal), so let’s review 
some of the more common breaches of angler etiquette seen 
by lodge employees and guides.

1. Guiding Your Guide
You’ve fished Mexico, The Seychelles, Belize, Cuba, and 
some little island in the south Pacific nobody has sat foot 
on since Magellan. An overflowing fly box embellished with 
a Martinez permit illustration compliments your angler chic 
motif complete with the latest Patagonia color palate that 

a burgeoning photographer. Add it all up and you become 
what is known in military parlance as a “geardo”. When 
fishing on a drift boat, raft, skiff or panga, especially when 
sharing the boat with another angler, space is a commodity. 
The guide needs room for lunch, water, their tackle, first aid, 
safety gear, ice, etc. When you show up with half of your 
local fly shop’s inventory in a fifty-liter tackle bag along with 
a Pelican case full of camera gear, four rods, and another 
dry bag for “incidentals,” your guide will roll their eyes to 
the sky. This is partly because it’s more weight for them to 
push around, partly because they know you won’t use half of 
the crap you brought, and, oh yeah, THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
ROOM FOR ALL OF THAT SHIT IN THE BOAT. Do yourself a 
favor. Take what you need and leave the rest. Your guide will 
thank you. 

4. Leave a Tip
I once heard a story from a well-respected guide in the 
Bahamas about the head of a major fishing company failing 
to tip the guides on a recent trip. After talking to other lodge 
owners and guides, it became obvious this was not an 
isolated case. It was not an oversight, he simply did not tip 
… ever. Stiffing the people who are responsible for rowing 
or polling you around, finding your fish, cooking your meals, 
cleaning up after you, and catering to your needs is a poor 
move. It should also be said that while the guides and 
staff are there to make your experience as pleasurable as 
possible, they are NOT servants. “Please” and “Thank You” 
both go a long way – no matter where in the world you find 
yourself. 

5. No One Cares Who You Voted For
I’m the first one who will throw in for a good debate provided 
all parties understand the rules of proper discussion. Few 
do, so I often refrain – even though I can snipe with the best 
of ‘em. Nothing can make the post-fishing cocktail hour or 
a relaxing dinner more uncomfortable than a loudmouth 
dialogue jockey who regurgitates buzz words and talking 
points plucked from whatever radical news source that 
aligns with their politics. Point is, no matter what side of the 
aisle you pledge your allegiance to, around fifty percent 
of the country disagrees with your position. It’s often best 
to keep a lid on hot topics like politics, religion, or the hot 
masseuse with legs for days (especially if she’s the lodge 
owner’s wife which, in my defense, I did not know … long 
story). Everyone is under the same roof for one reason: to 
experience the natural world and hopefully catch some fish. 
Let fly fishing create an experience of unified friendship – 
and leave the job of being an asshole to the permit. 

THE ART OF BEING 
A GREAT CLIENT
by Copper Plated Sixes
(copper_plated_sixes)

Fly-fishing is one of those rare activities that allows relative 
inclusion among a diverse cast of participants. The physical 
limitations are low and things like age, gender, color, or 
political affiliation do not come into play as the fish see none 
of this. While this comprehensive ingress lowers the barrier of 
entry, it also means there is a higher propensity for the odd 
Twinkie to show up and toss a proverbial monkey wrench 
into the mix. Considering the relatively polarized state of the 
world today, when you mingle anglers from all points of the 
compass with variegated political, social, and moral beliefs 
the quintessential “fishing lodge” experience can become a 
veritable minefield of faux pas. 

68 69

If you’re not following Copper Plated Sixes on Instagram (copper_plated_sixes), you probably 
should. You may love it and laugh your ass off, or you may find yourself incredibly offended by some of the 
more outrageous posts. Either way, the account has certainly stirred the pot and created a major buzz in 
the fly fishing world. CP6 focuses largely on conservation issues, accountability for outdoor businesses, and 
the impacts (both good and bad) of social media on the fishing and hunting industries. The curator of CP6 
is quick to recognize those who are (in his opinion) doing things the right way, and he is unforgiving when 
calling out those who take shortcuts, disrespect our resources, or pretend to be something they’re not. On 
the surface, the CP6 philosophy seems clear cut: legitimacy, authenticity and wisdom can only be garnered 
through hard work, dedication, logging miles, and paying your dues. “Insta-famous” influencers that are 
new to the sport – yet gain support and sponsorships for no other reason than questionably-boosted 
follower numbers and “likes” – are easy targets on the CP6 page. It’s safe to say that if your only legitimate 
skill as an influencer is your ability to understand Instagram algorithms, then you’re likely to find yourself in 
his crosshairs. If you’re on the Gram, give CP6 a follow and decide for yourself!

While Yellow Dog may not always agree with some of the content that is posted on the CP6 account, we 
find the majority of posts to be witty, creative, original and … spot on. His detractors call him mean-spirited 
and often-times accuse him of being an anonymous internet troll. His supporters will argue he’s using his 
popular platform on Instagram to promote conservation in the hunting and fishing industries while at the 
same time flagging influencers (and businesses) who he believes are inauthentic. Oh ... and it turns out that 
along with running one of the most popular IG accounts in the game, CP6 is also a hell of a writer, which is 
why we asked him for his thoughts on the current state of fly fishing travel and what he feels are the key 
elements for being a quality guest when traveling. Some may find his opinions and words a bit edgy, 
so take the following social commentary in the humorous context for which it was intended.

“Please“ and “thank you“ both go a long way—
No matter where in the world you find yourself. 
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MONGOLIA TRAVEL FACTS

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  MONGOLIA

TARGET SPECIES: Taimen, pike, Arctic grayling and lenok

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Ulaanbaatar (ULN)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for citizens of most countries.

SEASON: June through October

LANGUAGE: Mongolian 

CAPITAL: Ulaanbaatar

A

MONGOLIA LODGE OPTIONS
EG-UR RIVER CAMPS
The comfortable and well-established Mongolian river camps in the Eg-Ur 
Watershed have been operating since 1995 – the first established Taimen 
fishing programs in the country. While basing out of these fixed-location 
camps, anglers stay in Gers (small, low-ceilinged round tents) that are 
hard-sided and incredibly warm and comfortable inside. The upper camp is 
located on the banks of the Ur River, while the lower camp is situated further 
downstream on the Eg River (below the confluence of the Eg and the Ur). With 
a combination of wading and fishing from 18-foot aluminum jet boats, anglers 
can expect long days on the water and access to some of the largest Taimen 
found in the region. The season runs from early August through mid-October, 
with a maximum of eight anglers per week in each camp.

MONGOLIA RIVER OUTFITTERS
With these multi-day wilderness camping trips, anglers will explore a new 
stretch of water each day, camping each night beneath the Mongolian 
skies. Trip options include one, two or three week itineraries, access to over 
300 kilometers of protected river, and fresh stretches of water to explore 
every day via drift boat. When you arrive in camp after a full day of drifting 
and fishing the river, your bags are unloaded and waiting for you, your bed 
is made and the fire is lit. This is the perfect blend of comfort, adventure, 
remote waters and long days of fishing. There are four trips and locations 
from which to choose from, and we can tell you from personal experience 
that every one of these programs is first-rate.
 
UPPER RIVER ADVENTURE
During a week of adventure floating through the upper stretch of the world’s 
first Taimen sanctuary, anglers fish two-to-a-boat from ClackaCraft drift 
boats – a dry and comfortable way to cover the distance between the 
network of six on-river ger camps. 

LOWER RIVER ADVENTURE
As with the upper section, each day’s float covers 10 to 15 miles of water 
with different camp locations each night. This trip can also be combined 
with the upper river float trip to create an extended, 14-day float. 

CLASSIC CANYON TRIPS
Seven full days covering nearly 160 kilometers of epic Taimen and trout 
water with the use of inflatable NRS drift boats. This section of the Delger 
River is remote and difficult to access, offering pristine and secluded angling 
that can only be accessed by boat. 

HEADWATERS EXPEDITION TRIPS
This is the most adventurous trip in our Mongolian line-up, and one that is 
ideally suited for those that love to hike, walk and wade. Each adventure 
begins by hiking or riding into the backcountry to reach the headwaters, as 
the entire camp – boats and all – are packed in on camels. 

all that Mongolia has to offer. And while the capital city of 
Ulaanbaatar has experienced a large amount of growth over 
the past 20 years, most of the rural and wilderness areas 
outside of the main city remain exactly the same as they’ve 
always been.

On Mongolian rivers, the average Taimen caught is around 32 
inches and roughly 10 pounds. There is always the possibility 
for larger fish in the 40- to 50-inch range as well, and each 
week of the season usually produces a number of trophy 
fish. Much like traditional steelhead fishing, Taimen fishing in 
Mongolia is rarely a numbers game, but when a three-, four- or 
even five-foot river monster violently smashes your fly and 
your line comes tight, you’ll quickly understand the draw of 
fishing Mongolia. While Taimen are the primary species, Arctic 
grayling and Amur pike are also found in the area. 

Depending on which operation you fish with in Mongolia, 
accommodations vary between fixed-location Mongolia “Ger” 
operations and mobile on-river float camps. Anglers often 
stay in traditional felt Gers (small, low-ceilinged round tents) 
that are hard-sided and incredibly warm and comfortable. 
Mongolian culture reveres hospitality, and the camp staffs 
and guides that work with these operations are no exception. 
Anglers who enjoy fishing and swinging flies for steelhead or 
musky will love Taimen fishing in Mongolia. 

  journey to Mongolia is without a doubt one of the 
   world’s great fly fishing adventures. The culture is 
     ancient, the landscape is infinite, the people 
are incredibly friendly, and the rivers are home to some of 
the largest freshwater fish on the planet. This is the land of 
the Hucho Hucho Taimen — a massive creature known to 
Mongolians as the “River Wolf.” Taimen are exceptionally 
fierce and notoriously ferocious hunters that are famous for 
feeding on ducks, mice, other gamefish and even hefty prairie 
dogs that occasionally find their way into the river. If you 
enjoy hunting large, predatory fish and value the quality of 
the catch over quantity, then fishing the rivers of Mongolia is 
something that we highly recommend. The size of these fish, 
their aggressive behavior, and their heart-stopping eats have 
made Taimen a favorite with every angler lucky enough to 
have experienced this trip. 

More than two and a half times the size of Texas, Mongolia 
is a mysterious and ancient country. It is best known as the 
fabled homeland of the fierce nomadic warrior Genghis Khan. 
Located in northern Asia, Mongolia is bordered to the north 
by Russia and to the south by China — a precarious political 
position and naturally isolated location that has, for the most 
part, kept Mongolia out of the Western spotlight for the past 
100 years. It was only in the 1990s that the first Western 
tourists began to trickle into the country to begin exploring 
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Although fly fishing for trout in Patagonia is what originally 
put Argentina on the map of global fly fishing destinations, 
over the years the country has also become world-renowned 
for impressive southern runs of sea-run browns in Tierra Del 
Fuego, as well as productive golden dorado scenarios in the 
northern part of the country.

Argentina has five primary fishing regions, each with its own 
characteristics and unique angling opportunities. There are 
three regions in Patagonia – northern, central and southern 
– that collectively offer a limitless amount of productive trout 
water that includes large floatable rivers, intimate wadeable 
spring creeks and lakes that are home to trophy-sized fish. 
The fourth and southern-most region – Tierra Del Fuego – is 
home to the famous Rio Grande and the most consistent runs 
of enormous sea-run brown trout on the planet. Lastly, the 
subtropical areas of northern Argentina boast a variety of 
different waters and fishing scenarios, allowing anglers to 
target voracious golden dorado.

With an expansive line-up of fishing options, a strong 
network of established lodges, and experienced guides and 
outfitters that know their waters like the back of their hands, 
Argentina is a great choice for adventurous anglers that 
appreciate a warm and interesting culture, amazing scenery 
and world-class fishing.

ARGENTINA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Rainbow, brown and brook trout in Patagonia, sea-run brown trout in Tierra Del Fuego and golden 
dorado in northern Argentina

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires (EZE)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for citizens of most countries.

SEASON: November through April for trout, and year-round for golden dorado

LANGUAGE: Spanish 

CAPITAL: Buenos Aires

W     ith a mainland area of more than one million 
   square miles, Argentina is the eighth-largest 
 country in the world, the second largest in Latin 
America, and the largest among Spanish-speaking nations. In 
fishing circles, it is also a legendary destination. 

Argentine Patagonia is often referred to as the “Montana of 
100 years ago” due to the similar topography, an abundance 
of productive trout water, and fishing pressure that is 
considered extremely light by modern standards. Throughout 
Argentine Patagonia, insect activity and hatches are 
generally consistent throughout the summer and fall fishing 
seasons, which means that anglers can almost always chase 
trout with dries in addition to swinging streamer patterns or 
fishing nymphs.

The vast, mountainous and open landscape of Argentina 
creates a sharp contrast to the lush temperate rainforest 
environment that characterizes the majority of neighboring 
Chile. The Patagonian region of Argentina is a land often 
compared to the high deserts of the U.S. West: a freshwater 
destination that, much like Alaska or Montana, should 
absolutely be at the top of every serious angler’s travel list. 
The country is noted for its rich culture, friendly people, an 
abundance of excellent food (the finest steak in the world), 
amazing Malbec wines, and of course an impressive variety 
of freshwater gamefish that are wild, strong and eager to 
take a fly. 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  ARGENTINA

LAS PAMPAS LODGE
Rio Pico, Argentina
Las Pampas Lodge is situated in a beautiful, rugged and 
remote corner of central Patagonia just outside the small 
frontier town of Rio Pico. The lodge offers a diverse and 
varied trout fishing program, providing anglers with a wide 
array of wade and float fishing possibilities, intimate spring 
creeks and beautiful freestone rivers. Anglers can choose 
from a wide variety of fishing scenarios and options for 
rainbow, brown and brook trout. The friendly atmosphere 
and gracious staff give guests a feeling that they are part 
of the extended lodge family all throughout the course of 
their stay. This is a classic, friendly and authentic Argentine 
operation that is ideal for adventuresome fly anglers and 
those looking for a remote and isolated location.

JURASSIC LAKE LODGE 
Jurassic Lake – Santa Cruz, Argentina
With an average fish size of 10 pounds and legitimate 
chances at rainbow trout in the 20-pound class any day 
of the season, this fishery is something that truly has to 
be experienced to be believed. The lodge is strategically 
situated along a protected shoreline where the Barrancoso 
River feeds directly into the lake – a location that gives 
guests quick and easy access to the most productive 
stretches of water without the need to travel far from the 
main lodge. Round-trip charter flight services directly to the 
lake (something that allows guests to avoid the six-hour 
drive from Comodoro Rivadavia) are included for full week 
packages. The incredibly strong rainbows that reside in 
the lake average 8-to-12 pounds, and fish in excess of 20 
pounds are caught on a regular basis. The property recently 
underwent a top-to-bottom renovation and remodel that 
includes 10 new guest rooms and an inviting lounge and 
dining area complete with a whiskey and wine bar.

ESTANCIA LAGUNA VERDE
Jurassic Lake – Santa Cruz, Argentina
The internationally renowned Lake Strobel (also known as 
“Jurassic Lake”) is a 25-square-mile, crystal-clear piece 
of water that may be the very best trophy rainbow trout 
fishery on the planet. Located on the southern coast of this 
huge desolate lake, guests of Laguna Verde have access 
to the vast southern coast of Lake Strobel’s shoreline, the 
famous “Monster Bay”, Moro Creek and a productive section 
of the Barrancoso River. On a week-long trip to Jurassic 
Lake, chances are very good that you will catch the largest 
trout of your life. The main Laguna Verde lodge is a classic 
Argentine ranch-style house featuring five double bedrooms, 
a spacious lounge and a traditional dining area. 

ARGENTINA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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PATAGONIA RIVER GUIDES NORTH
San Martin, Argentina
Patagonia River Guides North specializes in designing all-
inclusive custom trip itineraries that focus on the northern 
waters of Patagonia. A variety of different and well-known 
estancias and lodges can be integrated into each custom 
itinerary, including Arroyo Verde, Tipiliuke, Tres Rios Lodge, 
Estancia San Huberto, Estancia Huechahue, Estancia 
Quemquemtreu, Collon Cura Lodge and Estancia Tres Lagos. 
PRG’s variety of waters, accommodation options and their 
overall level of guiding and service is second to none, which 
is why this program comes highly recommended by our staff 
and clients who’ve had the pleasure of fishing with PRG. 
For those seeking long hours on the water and wilderness 
solitude, multi-day float and camping trips can also be 
arranged. 

PATAGONIA RIVER GUIDES SOUTH
Trevelin, Argentina
Patagonia River Guides South is arguably the most 
complete, comprehensive, high-end, and professional fishing 
operation in all of Patagonia. PRG’s philosophy is simple and 
straightforward: “To fish the best rivers, at the best times, 
with the best guides in the business while staying in first 
class accommodations with excellent gourmet cuisine and 
all-inclusive services.” PRG’s unique blend of diverse waters, 
varied fishing, stunning scenery, personalized service, and 
lasting friendships have made this one of the most coveted 
trout operations in the world for all types of anglers. From 
their main lodge near the small town of Trevelin, PRG’s 
guests have access to an endless frontier of incredible fly 
fishing options where anglers fish a different piece of water 
each day without repeating the same water twice. 

CHOCOLATE LAB EXPEDITIONS
San Martin, Argentina
Chocolate Lab Expeditions, based in San Martin de Los 
Andes, offers a fantastic combination of exceptional 
fishing, classic estancia accommodations, private access, 
nomadic itineraries and a full taste of the authentic culture 
and hospitality of Patagonia. We have worked with CLE 
since the early days of Yellow Dog, and we consider this 
operation to be one of the finest, most professional guide 
and outfitting services in all of Patagonia. CLE utilizes the 
very best estancias (ranches) to offer incomparable lodging 
and fishing packages in the region. Every trip with Chocolate 
Lab is completely customized, meaning that your itinerary 
will be structured around your expectations, the time of year 
and your budget. This is a fantastic program for anglers 
who appreciate technical dry fly fishing and focusing on the 
area’s prolific seasonal hatches.

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout Argentina. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, 
pricing information and photos, please 
scan the code below.

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

TIERRA DEL FUEGO OPERATIONS

DESPEDIDA LODGE
Rio Grande, Argentina

ESTANCIA MARIA BEHETY 
Rio Grande, Argentina

LA VILLA DE MARIA BEHETY
Rio Grande, Argentina

KAU TAPEN LODGE
Rio Grande, Argentina

VILLA MARIA LODGE 
Rio Grande, Argentina

ARGENTINE GOLDEN DORADO

GOLDEN DORADO RIVER CRUISER
Entre Rios, Argentina

PINTI’S DORADO ON THE FLY
Ita Ibate, Argentina

URBAN DORADO ANGLERS
Buenos Aires, Argentina

ADDITIONAL PATAGONIA TROUT

CARRILEUFU RIVER LODGE
Cholila and Los Alerces National Park

EL ENCUENTRO FLY FISHING
Esquel, Argentina

ESTANCIA TIPILIUKE
Chimehuín River Valley, Argentina

LIMAY RIVER RANCH
Peidra Del Aguila, Argentina

RIO MANSO LODGE
Bariloche, Argentina

SAN HUBERTO LODGE
Junin de los Andes, Argentina

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  ARGENTINA
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Ph: 406-552-4466
Toll free: 855-739-3139

www.kannatravel.com
info@kannatravel.com

Welcome to fly 
fishing heaven. 
Hopefully you 
didn’t have to 
die to get here.

Fortunately, we offer travel 
insurance, medical evacuation 
services, security and first-aid 
response...not to mention 
getting you there (and back) 
with hassle-free local knowledge 
and 24-hour full trip support. 

How much to tip, when to tip, and who to tip varies based on the destination, country, 
and culture, but the first place to start is with the pre-trip information provided by 
Yellow Dog. We’ve been there, we know the local customs and expectations, and 
we’re more than happy to provide guidance for every destination that we offer!

• While there are always recommended and customary tip 
amounts (both Yellow Dog and the lodge fishing manager 
can provide this information), it is important to remember 
that gratuities are earned and always at your discretion. You 
are welcome to tip more than the recommended amounts, or 
(in the case of poor service or lack-of-effort) less. Suggested 
tip amounts are just that: suggested. That said, generosity 
goes a long way and makes a huge difference in so many 
remote fishing destinations and locations around the world. 
When possible, be kind and be generous.

• It is customary to leave both a guide tip and a staff tip for 
most lodge packages. One thing that we always recommend 
is that you bring two envelopes of cash with you: one 
marked “Guides,” and the other marked “Staff.” We go so far 
as to pre-load an anticipated amount before the trip starts, 
stashing the two envelopes in our carry-on bag ahead of 
time. At the end of the week, the tip envelopes are easily 
removed from the room safe or carry-on, and we’re not 
having to sort bills or scramble for cash on our way to the 
end-of-week party at the lodge bar!

• With most multi-day lodge packages, it is perfectly 
acceptable to tip at the end of the week. Often-times you can 
leave collective guide tips with the fishing or lodge manager, 
who will then pool and divide the weekly guide tips up 
amongst the guide staff, and the separate staff tip between 
the kitchen staff, housekeepers, shuttle drivers, grounds 
keepers, etc.

• If you are on a multi-day package and plan on fishing 
with different guides each day or rotating partners, plan on 

Advice on Tips and Gratuities 
for the Traveling Angler

tipping your guide out at the end of each fishing day. Bring 
cash for each day on the water.

• If there is a particular employee who has done an 
outstanding job or taken especially good care of you, 
a direct cash tip is always acceptable (even if you plan 
on leaving group tips for the guides and staff). Keep 
in mind that something as special as a grand slam, an 
exceptionally large fish or a longer-than-average day on 
the water may deserve a little more.

• With some operations, a set, per-day guide tip (for 
example, $100-$150 per day) is totally acceptable. With 
other packages, it is customary to leave a “percentage” tip 
that may run anywhere from 10%-15% of the total cost of 
your trip package. Consult the Yellow Dog pre-trip planning 
guide that is provided for each destination for suggestions 
and examples of standard gratuities for each location.

• No matter where you go in the world, cash is king. Credit 
card tips, personal checks and travelers checks (do those 
even exist anymore?) are a hassle and often-times lead to 
delays in payment for guides and the lodge staff. Plan on 
bringing cash and remember that banks and ATM machines 
are rarely accessible in most fishing locales. If you want 
to leave gear or clothing for your guide (sunglasses, hats, 
clothing, tools, etc.) then this is also acceptable, but these 
items should not be given in lieu of a cash tip. 

• In almost every international destination, it is 
acceptable (and preferred) to tip in U.S. Dollars. Smaller 
denominations ($20s and $50s) are appreciated, as are 
new, undamaged bills.

   hen it comes to client conversations and pre-trip preparation here at Yellow Dog, we 
  get more questions relating to tips and gratuities than just about anything else (right 
 up there with queries about fly lines, wading boots and carry-on luggage). Gratuities 
for guides and staff are almost never included in trip packages, so having a plan for tipping is 
important. By booking a legitimate guide (and by visiting an established lodge) it is important to 
remember that you are employing dedicated professionals in the fly fishing industry; people who 
have invested their time, energy, and passion into perfecting their craft and providing a valuable 
service that cannot be recreated by a self-guided trip or DIY effort in an unfamiliar location.

W
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CHILE TRAVEL FACTS

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  CHILE

TARGET SPECIES: Brown, brook, and rainbow trout, and the 
occasional sea-run brown trout and King salmon

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Santiago (SCL)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for 
citizens of most countries.

SEASON: Late October through April

LANGUAGE: Spanish 

CAPITAL: Santiago

offers the beauty of brilliant colors, cooler temperatures, 
clear water conditions, and aggressive trout willing to chase 
big streamers. All in all, the fishing seasons and associated 
conditions in Chile are very similar to those found throughout 
the U.S. West. Cool spring months, warm summers and an 
unpredictable fall can all offer great fishing with varying 
weather and water conditions. 

Chilean Patagonia has three distinct fishing regions – Los 
Lagos, Aysen and Magallanes – each with its own unique 
appeal and advantages. The Los Lagos region in northern 
Patagonia is dominated by a lush, temperate rainforest 
ecosystem that is home to large lakes and sizable rivers that 
are most commonly accessed by boat. Central Patagonia, 
also known as the Aysen region, has a drier landscape that 
is similar to parts of western Montana, with diverse waters 
that range from placid spring creeks to floatable freestone 
rivers. Farther south, near the bottom tip of the South 
American continent, the Magallenes region is possibly the 
most underdeveloped and least explored area of Patagonia: 
a wade fishing paradise that is home to countless small to 
mid-sized rivers and technical spring creeks. 

Here at Yellow Dog, we love the lodges, guides and outfitters 
in Chile, and we consider the operations that we work with 
to be among the very best in the entire world of freshwater 
fishing. Whether you’re someone who is new to trout fishing 
or a seasoned angler that has fished all over the world, 
Chile can deliver a freshwater experience unlike any other. 
Outstanding amenities and accommodations, great food 
and wine, and a diversity of fishing scenarios and waters 
all combine to make Chile one of the very best fishing 
destinations on the planet.

MARTIN PESCADOR LODGE
Santa Barbara and La Junta, Chile
This is a one-of-a-kind fly fishing and lodge program 
that many consider to be the best – and certainly the 
most diverse – in all of Patagonia. Martin Pescador 
utilizes a unique, two-location platform that allows you 
to experience a variety of different areas, fish numerous 
waters, and catch some of the largest fish in Chile – all 
in a single trip. A standard week-long itinerary will have 
you fishing the Largo Yelcho region for three days out of 
the Puerto Cardenas Lodge before transferring to the La 
Junta Lodge on the Rio Rosselot. To fully take advantage 
of all that this area offers, the lodge’s professional 
team of experienced guides utilize a combination of 4x4 
trucks, jet boats, lake boats and rafts to access remote 
and untouched waters. Incredible accommodations, 
beautiful settings, gourmet food, and a fishing program 
that is always diverse.

ESTANCIA DE LOS RIOS
Aysen Region, Chile
Estancia de Los Rios is located north of Coyhaique, 
tucked away on a massive 360,000-acre working ranch 
in the heart of central Chilean Patagonia. With access 
to more than 60 miles of private rivers, spring creeks 
and numerous lakes that are all located within the 
boundaries of the ranch, Estancia de los Rios offers 
outstanding dry fly fishing for wild brown trout in a 
very isolated and unique setting. With so much water 
available, guests can count on fishing well-rested 
water without ever fishing the same water twice or 
seeing another soul. Classic and authentic estancia 
accommodations, excellent meals and welcoming 
Chilean hospitality. 

MAGIC WATERS LODGE
Coyhaique, Chile
Magic Waters is located in the Asyen region of Chilean 
Patagonia in a beautiful mountain valley that is 
completely surrounded by glacier-capped peaks. The 
lodge’s strategic location is within easy reach of the 
fisheries found in the coastal rainforests, as well as 
those on the arid eastern Patagonian steppe. With 
a wide variety of public and private access on area 
freestone rivers, spring creeks and productive lakes, 
Magic Waters Lodge has one of the best overall fishing 
line-ups in Chile. The casual and welcoming main lodge, 
built from locally sourced wood and stone, boasts a 
spacious great room, fly tying area, wader room and 
comfortable accommodations for up to 12 anglers. 

"C hile,” wrote Nobel Prize winner Pablo Neruda, 
 is a country that was “invented by a poet.” 
 Situated south of Peru and west of Bolivia 
and Argentina, Chile extends for more than 2,880 miles in a 
narrow, serpentine ribbon that stretches along the western 
coast of South America. From the parched, mineral-rich 
Atacama Desert in the North, to the lush coastal rainforests 
and deep glacial fjords of Patagonia, and further south to 
the windy and inhospitable lands surrounding the haunting 
spires of Torres del Paine National Park and Tierra del 
Fuego, the country is best described as “nature on a colossal 
scale.” The towering ranges of the Andes cover one-third 
of Chile, quickly falling away to a coastal landscape that is 
often compared to the U.S. Pacific Northwest. The angling 
opportunities in Chile are as diverse as the country’s 
landscape, offering outstanding dry fly fishing, consistent 
streamer action, and unique possibilities for trout, King 
salmon and sea-run browns.

The Patagonian region of Chile is typically fished from mid-
November through late April, when many rivers in North 
America are still cold or frozen. Spring-like conditions can 
be expected during the months of November and December, 
summer conditions from January through mid-March, and 
typical fall weather from mid-March through the end of 
April. As every trout fisherman knows, each season presents 
something special and distinct from the others. Spring, for 
example, offers rivers at their highest flows with hungry fish 
that have not seen flies or anglers in many months. The 
summer season offers the most consistent temperatures, 
the longest days, and legitimate terrestrial and “big foam” 
fishing. Much like July in Montana, this is the most popular 
time to visit and fish Chilean Patagonia. The fall season 



86 87

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and 
books the following lodges and destinations 
throughout Chile. For detailed write-ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing information and 
photos, scan the code below.

PATAGONIAN BASECAMP LODGE
La Junta, Chile

REMOTA RESORT
Puerto Natales, Chile

RIO PALENA LODGE
Palena, Chile

RIVER OF DREAMS BASECAMP
Coyhaique, Chile

CINCO RIOS LODGE and 
ESTANCIA DEL ZORRO
Coyhaique, Chile
Built on the edge of a high bluff overlooking the 
Rio Simpson near the historic Chilean city of 
Coyhaique, Cinco Rios Lodge offers one of the best 
locations and most established fishing programs 
in all of South America. While basing out of Cinco 
Rios, guests have access to many of the region’s 
most famous waters, including the Simpson, La 
Paloma, Mañihuales, Aysen, Megote, Guillermo 
and De Leon, as well as numerous private rivers 
and streams that are exclusively owned or leased 
by Cinco Rios. Located 23 miles from Coyhaique 
on the Chilean-Argentine border is Cinso Rios’ 
sister operation, Estancia del Zorro – a very 
remote and totally secluded fishing operation in 
the heart of the Coyhaique-Alto Mountains. This 
15,000-acre working estancia offers guests the 
chance to fish and explore isolated, intimate and 
incredibly productive waters in both Chile and 
Argentina. Peaceful and secluded, this area is also 
a birdwatcher’s paradise, and the condor watching 
on the high cliffs of the estancia may be the best 
in the world. These two programs can be booked 
separately or as a two-location combo trip, and 
with both options, guests can expect seasoned, 
experienced guides, first-rate equipment, high-end 
accommodations and some of the best food and 
wine in all of Chile.

CHILE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

1. Shady Grove – Taj Mahal
2. The Stable Song – Gregory Alan Isakov
3. Morning Sun – The Beautiful Girls
4. Stone – Whiskey Myers 
5. Basher – Slightly Stupid
6. Once Upon a Time in West – Dire Straits 
7. Watina – Andy Palacio, the Garifuna Collective
8. Nose on the Grindstone – Tyler Childers, Our Vinyl
9. Flute Loop – Beastie Boys
10. Last Red Dawn – Lincoln Durham
11. Ain’t No Grave– Charlie Parr
12. Althea, Live 2019-11-25 – Joe Russo’s Almost Dead
13. Everything You Know – Steep Canyon Rangers
14. Rye Whiskey / Time to Switch to Whisky - Corb Lund
15. Ramble On - 1990 Remaster - Led Zeppelin
16. Drive Slow - Doc Robinson
17. Live Forever - Billy Joe Shaver
18. It Ain’t All Flowers - Sturgill Simpson
19. Black Crow - Brent Cobb
20. Sunny Meadowz - Del The Funky Homosapien
21. KMAG YOYO - Hayes Carll
22. Birmingham - Shovels & Rope
23. Central Daylight Time - Wrinkle Neck Mules
24. Haunted House - Treetop Flyers
25. Graceland - Justin Townes Earle
26. The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald 
 - Gordon Lightfoot
27. Real Long Gone - Rose City Band
28. Run River - Jon Swift
29. Patria y Vida - Yotuel
30. Glory Bound - Martin Sexton
31. Holiday - James McMurtry
32. Treetop Flyer – Demo - Stephen Stills
33. Back Where It All Begins – Allman Brothers

Whether you’re plugging in your headphones 
for a long flight to the Seychelles, road-
tripping through Montana, or Blue-toothing a 
speaker for a saltwater day in the skiff, music 
is – for many of us – a big part of our fishing 
experience. With this in mind, we’ve asked 

34. Lonesome, On’ry and Mean - Waylon Jennings
35. Paradise - John Prine
36. Drop Dead Legs - 2015 Remaster - Van Halen
37. Letting You Go - Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit
38. We Trying to Stay Alive - Wyclef Jean
39. White Sulphur Springs - Ben Bullington
40. Wings with Me – Remastered - Ini Kamoze
41. Estimated Prophet - Live at Barton Hall, Cornell 
 – Grateful Dead
42. Feelin’ Alright - Grand Funk Railroad
43. Trucker Speed - Fred Eaglesmith
44. No Mo - North Mississippi Allstars
45. Sleeping on the Blacktop - Colter Wall
46. Do This My Way – Blackalicious
47. Carolina Drama - The Raconteurs
48. Boracho Station - Ryan Bingham
49. Bible on the Dash - Corb Lund, Hayes Carll
50. High on the Mountain - The Del McCoury Band
51. Guitars, Whiskey, Guns And Knives - Steeldrivers
52. Bear’s Gone Fishin’ - Widespread Panic
53. River Runs Deep - J.J. Cale
54. S.O.B. - Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats
55. Whole Damn Town - Turnpike Troubadours
56. Southern Cross - Crosby, Stills & Nash
57. Drive – Incubus
58. Mercenary Song - Steve Earle
59. Postcards From Hell - The Wood Brothers
60. Time > Breathe Reprise > - Greensky Bluegrass
61. God’s Gonna Cut You Down - Johnny Cash
62. Could You Be Loved - Bob Marley & The Wailers
63. Step Inside This House - Lyle Lovett
64. Midnight Train To Memphis - Chris Stapleton
65. Hotel California (Spanish Mix) - Gipsy Kings
66. Mountain Song - Larry Keel

Yellow Dog Playlist – Fishing Tunes 

FISHING TUNES
the Yellow Dog team to contribute their 
top picks for the “ultimate fishing playlist” 
on Spotify. Curated and hand-selected by 
people who love to travel and fish! Scan the 
QR code for a direct link to the Yellow Dog 
Spotify 2022 Playlist.SCAN HERE TO 

DOWNLOAD 
FROM SPOTIFY!



88 89

new ze aland



90 91NEW ZEALAND  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL FACTS

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  NEW ZEALAND

The signature angling characteristic of New Zealand is most 
definitely the opportunity to sight fish for trophy brown trout. 
While the average size of the brown trout found throughout the 
country is between four and seven pounds, hooking a double-
digit, shovel-headed monster is always a possibility. And while 
it’s no secret that these are some of the most technical and 
challenging fish found anywhere, a well-planned approach, 
strong teamwork with your guide, and an accurate and delicate 
presentation can reward an angler with the trout of a lifetime. 

Because it takes some time and effort to arrive and travel 
around in New Zealand, it is imperative that a trip is set 
up, organized and planned the right way. New Zealand is 
definitely not a quick weekend getaway or a trip that can 
be done at the last minute, and because there is so much 
to do and see on both islands, a visit to this country should 
be anything but a standard package deal. That is why 
every trip that Yellow Dog books to New Zealand is fully 
customized according to each angler’s expectations, needs 
and abilities, budget, and overall trip goals. The summer 
fishing season in New Zealand stretches from November to 
April, with each month presenting different opportunities 
and challenges for anglers. 

OWEN RIVER LODGE
Murchison – South Island
The award-winning Owen River Lodge is the brainchild of 
Felix Borenstein, a world-class host and bona fide fishing 
fanatic. Every detail of the lodge is centered around 
fishing, and the lodge itself is situated in one of the finest 
sight-fishing brown trout regions in New Zealand. Over 
the years, Felix has created a New Zealand fly fishing 
institution, with many guests returning each season 
to experience amazing Kiwi hospitality and some of 
the largest brown trout on the South Island. The lodge 
guides are some of the finest and most experienced in 
all of New Zealand, and the lodge offers access to more 
than 25 exceptional freestone rivers and spring creeks.

STONEFLY LODGE
Nelson Lakes Region – South Island
The Nelson Lakes Region is arguably the most scenic 
setting in all of New Zealand in which to build a 
fishing lodge — exactly the reason why John and Kate 
Kerr chose it as the location for Stonefly Lodge. With 
immediate access to three major national parks (Abel 
Tasman, Kahurangi and Nelson Lakes), as well as dozens 
of amazing brown trout rivers all located within an hour’s 
drive of the lodge, Stonefly can easily satisfy the needs 
of both angling and non-angling guests. Most of the area 
rivers can be accessed either on foot or via four-wheel-
drive truck, and helicopters are always an option for 
remote backcountry waters. The gorgeous stone and 
timber lodge features four well-appointed bedrooms and 
can be booked out for exclusive use by small groups or 
large families.

CEDAR LODGE
Makarora – South Island
Under new ownership as of 2019, Cedar is a small-
scale, high-end operation that is tucked in the shadow 
of the remote peaks of the Southern Alps of New 
Zealand. Cedar offers a location that is optimal not 
only for fishing, but also for hiking, sightseeing, wine 
touring and golf (there is a five-hole course on the 
property). The meals at Cedar are influenced by 
various New Zealand culinary styles, with an emphasis 
on the farm-to-table concept. There are more than 20 
rivers within striking distance of the lodge, and with 
the lodge’s all-inclusive heli-fishing program, anglers 
can access to some of the most spectacular trout 
waters found anywhere on the South Island. Situated 
on the banks of the Makarora River, Cedar Lodge 
accommodates eight guests per week. 

F        or serious trout anglers, New Zealand has long been 
        considered the Holy Grail of trout fishing – a 
 destination that is home to some of the most famous 
and storied waters and fishing scenarios on the planet. 
Aside from the solitude and big, wild fish, one of the things 
that makes New Zealand such a remarkable destination for 
fly fishing enthusiasts is the pristine, unspoiled and awe-
inspiring wilderness that dominates the country’s landscape. 
Most backcountry settings could easily be mistaken for film 
locations from Jurassic Park or Lord of the Rings: lush, tropical 
and heavy with the smell of clean water, fresh earth and 
prolific vegetation. 

While the entire country is fairly small (similar in size to the 
state of Colorado), there is incredible diversity in terrain, 
landscape and climate between New Zealand’s South 
Island and North Island. While the North Island is somewhat 
volcanic, with rolling green hills, bubbling geothermal pools 
and beautiful beaches, the South Island is best described as 
having a more “rugged” beauty, with glaciers, fiords, waterfalls 
and the dramatic Southern Alps that serve as the backbone 
of the island. Both islands are home to fantastic trout fishing 
opportunities and some of the best fishing lodges and guides 
found anywhere in the world. 

TARGET SPECIES: Primarily brown trout on the South Island and a 
mix of browns and rainbows on the North Island

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Auckland (AKL), Christchurch (CHC) and Wellington (WLG)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for private citizens 
from most countries for visits up to 90 days.

SEASON: November through late April

LANGUAGES: English and Maori (the official and symbolic language of New Zealand) 

CAPITAL: Wellington
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FIORDLAND LODGE
Te Anau – South Island

MINARET STATION
Queenstown Lakes Region – South Island

TONGARIRO LODGE
Turangi – North Island

PORONUI LODGE
Taupo Region – North Island
Nestled in the secluded Taharua Valley on New Zealand’s spectacular North Island, Poronui is one the world’s finest 
luxury wilderness lodges, long known for its incredible fly fishing, as well as its trophy big game hunting programs. 
Poronui is located in the heart of trout country, and with its privileged access to vast tracts of prime trout habitat, it 
is not uncommon to find yourself on a river that hasn’t seen another soul in weeks.  Much of this access is gained via 
modern off-road vehicles or helicopter fly-outs. All trips to Poronui are fully customized, and we highly recommend 
the heli-fishing experience, as it will take you on a spectacular ride to the more remote rivers and streams in a matter 
of minutes. It is truly worth the cost! The property is steeped in ancient Maori heritage and is surrounded by vast 
estates of privately owned Maori lands. Guests can choose to stay in the main lodge, in the exclusive Blake House 
(ideal for families or intact groups), or on the banks of the river at Poronui’s “Safari Camp.” Unaffected by snow melt, 
Poronui’s rivers open on the first of October each year and offer great fishing throughout the season.

NEW ZEALAND  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

travel as a single angler versus sharing a room and boat with 
a partner. Some operations have steep single supplement 
fees, and the financial burden can be considerable. 

With that in mind, we’ve put together a list of our favorite 
“single angler” destinations: lodges and operations that offer 
minimal or no single supplement fees, where single occupan-
cy rooms are included with every package, or where sea-
sonal incentives that make it more attractive for those fishing 
on their own. Below are some of our top picks for operations 
that offer the best value, settings, and overall price points for 
single anglers.

top destinations for 
single and solo anglers
S olo travel and solo fishing can be gratifyingly 
 self-indulgent: fish as long as you want, focus on 
 whatever species you want, and never have to 
share bow time or trade shots! It’s a situation where the only 
compromises you have to make are with yourself and the 
fish you’re targeting. Fishing and traveling alone allows you 
to enjoy a destination and a fishery on your own terms – 
without the distractions, schedule or priorities of others. 

Even for those that prefer company when traveling, the fact 
is that finding fishing partners that can do the same trip – 
at the same time, for the same cost, focusing on the same 
things – can be difficult. It can also be costly to plan and 

KAMCHATKA
Most Destinations – No upcharge for single anglers and strong 
availability for single slots.

MEXICO
Bahia De Los Suenos – Single occupancy lodging is standard, with low 
upcharge for single fishing.
Campeche Tarpon – Great value and low cost for single packages.
Costa de Cocos Lodge – Great value and low cost for single packages. 

MONGOLIA
Mongolia River Outfitters – No single angler upcharge and outfitter will 
gladly pair up single anglers in a boat.

SEYCHELLES
Alphonse Island – The most “reasonable” rates in the Seychelles, and 
all packages include single rooms.

U.S. WEST
Bighorn Angler – Great overall value and low single surcharges.
Elk Creek Ranch – The best deal in the west with no single surcharges.
Four River Fishing Company – Great value and low cost for single 
angler packages.
Great Waters Inn – Great overall value and low single surcharges.
Sunrise Pack Station – No upcharge for single anglers and strong 
availability for single slots.

U.S. EAST
Woodard Fly Fishing – Great value and low cost for single packages.

BAHAMAS
Big Charlie’s Bonefish Lodge – Very attractive single angler pricing on 
all solo packages.
Mount Pleasant Lodge – Great prices with a la carte guiding add-ons.
Small Hope Bay Lodge – No single occupancy surcharge for select 
weeks December through February.

BELIZE
Belize Permit Club – Belize’s most popular single angler destination for 
those that hate sharing permit shots.
El Pescador Lodge – 25% off for single anglers June through December.
Garbutt’s Fishing Lodge – Competitive price point and the smallest 
upcharge for a single angler in Belize. 
Sea Dreams Hotel – Stay on your own in the funky, fun and inexpensive 
beach town of Caye Caulker.
Turneffe Flats – Option to book as a single under the double occupancy 
rate with the understanding that you might share a boat if another single 
books. Always the chance to have a private boat at a discount.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
The Villages – Single fishing with one-to-one guide-to-client ratio is 
standard with all packages.

CUBA
Cayo Cruz – Great value for single room / single skiff packages.

GUATEMALA
Casa Vieja Lodge – Special weeks available where single rooms are 
standard and the lodge will pair single anglers up for fishing.

HONDURAS
Mango Creek Lodge – Great value and low cost for single packages.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  SINGLE, SOLO DESTINATIONS

For detailed write- ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos on 
our additional New Zealand 
offerings, scan this code.
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Along with these warm currents comes numerous species from 
the Pacific Ocean, including salmon, whales and a wonderful 
array of coastal wildlife. Brown bear, otter, bighorn sheep, 
caribou and moose flourish amongst the backdrop of the 
massive, unspoiled wilderness. In many ways, the setting and 
character of the Peninsula are reminiscent of British Columbia 
and the U.S. Pacific Northwest.

For anglers looking for a truly remote wilderness fly 
fishing experience, overnight float and camping trips offer 
opportunities to access and fish miles of unpressured 
water – home to some of the best trout fishing in the world. 
Moving downstream over the course of the week, anglers 
and guides utilize rafts to access different stretches of the 
river each day, spending each night at outpost camps or 
setting up tents each evening. Fixed-base camps and lodges 
are another great option, giving anglers the opportunity to 
access dozens of miles of water each day with the use of 
jet boats. Fixed camps tend to offer the most established 
and comfortable accommodations in Kamchatka; rustic yet 
comfortable settings that still provide great access to some 
of the best trout fishing available.

OZERNAYA RIVER CAMP
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia
The Ozernaya –  known to anglers as the “Oz” – has been 
called one of the greatest trout streams of all time: a giant, 
riffled spring creek with unbelievable numbers of large, 
native rainbows averaging more than 20 inches. This is 
an aquatic ecosystem loaded with insects, huge sculpins 
and the most pristine, genetically perfect rainbow trout on 
earth. With beautiful scenery, diverse wildlife and more 
than 50 miles of productive waters to fish and float, this 
destination offers wilderness fishing the way it was meant to 
be. Accommodations are in a fixed camp that features two-
person, A-frame-style cabins that are warm, comfortable, 
and dry. Each cabin includes generator-supplied electricity 
and wood stove heat.

RAINBOWS FROM ABOVE
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia
In a wild land of no roads and endless rivers, there is no 
better way to fish for trophy rainbows than by accessing 
remote, inaccessible rivers via helicopter. This one-of-a-
kind, “fully air mobile” program gives four anglers per week 
the ability to fish a different river or stream each day, with 
daily fly-outs on a private MI-2 helicopter. Each night, the 
group will study area maps and discuss possibilities and 
river options for the following day. Strategically based out 
of a private lodge on beautiful Two Yurt Lake, this unique 
program provides access to dozens of untouched trophy 
rainbow fisheries – all located within a short flight of base 
camp. This is an extremely limited, incredibly unique offering 
that operates only a handful of weeks each summer season.

L ocated more than 6,000 miles away from the “big city 
 world” of Moscow and the craziness of modern-day 
          Russia, the Kamchatka Peninsula offers a pristine 
and remote environment that is ideal for the adventurous 
angler and wilderness aficionado. This volcano and river-
filled region has always been regarded as a land of wonder. 
The Peninsula has more landmass than California, yet only 
one passable road into its massive wilderness interior, which 
means that most areas are accessible only by helicopter. This 
region is the original domain of wild rainbow trout; the true 
cradle of rainbow civilization that is still home to the most 
immaculate, aggressive and predatory trout in the world.

Kamchatka is without a doubt one of the most spectacular 
geographical locations in all of Russia, if not the world. 
Occupying more than 470,000 square miles, the Kamchatka 
Peninsula is located in the most southeastern part of the 
Russian continent. Separating the Sea of Okhotsk and the 
Pacific Ocean, the Peninsula juts out into the northern Pacific 
Ocean directly into the path of the warm Japanese csoastal 
currents. This geographic positioning helps to provide 
relatively mild winters compared to those of nearby Siberia. 

KAMCHATKA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, Arctic char, Arctic grayling, 
super Khundza, six species of Pacific salmon

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky Airport (PKC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport as well as a Russian visa. 
Yellow Dog can assist with this process.

SEASON: Mid-July through early September

LANGUAGE: Russian 

CAPITAL: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky

CEDAR LODGE
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

SAVAN RIVER FLOAT
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

SEDANKA RIVER FLOAT TRIP
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

For detailed write- ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos on 
our additional Kamchatka 
offerings, scan this code.

TWO YURT RIVER FLOAT
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

UPPER ZHUPANOVA RIVER FLOAT
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

WILDERNESS FLOAT TRIPS
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia
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huge rainbows, the massive brown bears that are happy to 
share their waters, the runs of salmon so thick you can almost 
walk across their backs, and incredibly long fishing days in a 
land where the sun hardly sets — the most important question 
becomes: “Where exactly should I go?” A quick search on 
the web produces a long list of Alaskan lodge and outfitter 
options, all claiming to be the best and all showing photos of 
anglers holding fat, trophy fish. With so many choices, how do 
you begin to narrow down the list and ultimately choose the 
right lodge or fishing operation? 

Here at Yellow Dog, we’ve assembled a solid, well-vetted list 
of lodge and outfitting options, and we feel strongly that we 
have the finest overall Alaskan line up in the business. We’ve 
spent years visiting these operations and learning the ins-
and-outs of the Alaskan fishing seasons, and we’re happy to 
dial our clients in with the very best options and knowledge. 
When working with you on planning and researching a trip, our 
goal is to give you realistic and honest information to help you 
select the perfect destination. With the experience the Yellow 
Dog staff has in Alaska, as well as our first-hand knowledge 
of each and every operation that we work with, we’ll create 
an itinerary and a trip package that more than lives up to your 
expectations. From high-end, fly-out lodges, to remote tent 
camps, to overnight float trips in the Alaskan bush, Alaska 
is a destination that can deliver great fishing, breathtaking 
scenery, and a fantastic overall wilderness experience. 

NO SEE UM LODGE
Kvichak River, Alaska
One of Yellow Dog’s all-time favorite operations, No See 
Um Lodge sits directly on the banks of Alaska’s famous 
Kvichak River, surrounded by thousands of miles of pristine 
waters, rugged wilderness and world-class fishing. This is 
an incredible option for couples, families, or anglers who 
are headed to Alaska for the first time. It is also the ideal 
destination for seasoned veterans that love to focus on the 
area’s massive rainbow trout. Home to the original “pilot-
guide” program, the lodge’s floatplanes stay with anglers 
throughout each day, which ensures that you are always 
fishing the best waters at any given time during your week. 
If that means fishing several different locations or rivers in a 
single day, then that’s what the guides will deliver! 

ENCHANTED LAKE LODGE
Katmai Region, Alaska
For more than 50 years, Enchanted Lake Lodge has 
provided anglers with incredible fishing experiences, 
exceptional guides, and high-end accommodations in one 
of the most beautiful settings in Alaska. This is one of the 
finest operations in the entire world of freshwater fishing, 
and we can tell you that these guys know how to do things 
right! Utilizing two DeHavilland Beavers, numerous jet 
boats stationed throughout Bristol Bay, and small rafts 
that can be flown into smaller waters, this is a world-class 
trophy-rainbow-focused destination that offers access 
to the Kulik, American, Brooks, Battle, Big and Little Ku, 
Moraine, Funnel, Kvichak and many more fisheries. This 
is the ideal option for anglers looking for the very best 
accommodations, inclusions, and amenities in Alaska – at a 
lodge that truly knows how to deliver trophy rainbows.

KULIK LODGE
Katmai Region, Alaska
Alaska’s very first fly-in sportfishing lodge, Kulik is situated 
on the banks of the Kulik River — easily one of the top 
trout rivers in the world. The historic main lodge, originally 
built in the late 1950s, boasts a large common room with a 
stone fireplace, a main dining area, and a full bar stocked 
with cocktails, wine and beer. For accommodations, 
free-standing, newly-built guest cabins are situated on 
the shores of Nonvianuk Lake. With every Kulik package, 
anglers can fish a long day via jet boat on the lodge’s 
home river, fly out to over a dozen area rivers, or create 
a combination of the two for a completely customized 
itinerary. As an added bonus, the prime location on the 
Kulik River means that if you are a fish-till-you-drop angler, 
this is a great location for evening and night fishing after a 
full day with your guide. 

C overing more than 371 million acres, the “Land of 
 the Midnight Sun” contains one-fifth the total 
 landmass of the Lower 48, more than half of 
America’s national park land, more that 80 percent of 
America’s national wildlife refuge land, and more world-class 
water than a person could fish in a lifetime. Even today, a trip 
to Alaska feels like a journey to a far-off and exotic country — 
a destination that feels as if it should require a passport!

The Bristol Bay region is the epicenter of sportfishing in 
Alaska, and each summer, all five species of Pacific salmon 
return to the area to spawn. With tens of millions of salmon 
arriving each year, the rainbow trout, char, grayling, bears, 
eagles and everything else in the ecosystem eagerly awaits 
their arrival. This entire Alaskan bionetwork exists because 
of the salmon, and for anglers, the opportunities to catch 
multiple species (including some of the largest rainbow trout in 
the world) are limitless. Since the Bristol Bay region of Alaska 
is sparsely inhabited by humans, these fisheries enjoy a high 
level of protection, and anglers are provided with a truly wild 
and remote fishing experience. Other Alaskan options include 
trophy pike fishing in the Yukon drainage, saltwater fishing for 
halibut and salmon, and steelhead in both the Aleutians and 
on the rivers of Southeast Alaska.

Once an angler has decided to plan a trip to Alaska to 
experience all that this amazing region has to offer — the 

TARGET SPECIES: Rainbow trout, five species of Pacific salmon, Dolly Varden, 
char, grayling, pike, halibut

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport (ANC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Photo identification for airline travel, and a valid Alaskan fishing license

SEASON: June through October for trout and salmon, and 
April through May for steelhead

CAPITAL: Juneau
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BEAR TRAIL LODGE
Naknek River – King Salmon, Alaska
Bear Trail Lodge, owned by long-time Alaskan outfitters 
Nancy and Heath Morris, is located on the banks of the 
Naknek, a river that was once named the “#1 Rainbow Trout 
River in Alaska” by Fish Alaska Magazine. Serious big-trout 
enthusiasts consider the “Nak” to be one of the finest fisheries 
in the world. With Bear Trail, you can fish for all five species 
of Pacific salmon, focus on trophy-sized rainbow trout on the 
lodge’s home river, or fly out to the area’s most productive 
fisheries. The lodge complex consists of a comfortable and 
inviting main lodge with a large dining room, several social 
rooms, a full bar area and large decks that overlook the 
river. Each of the lodge’s private cabins are connected by an 
expansive boardwalk network elevated 70 feet above the river. 

RIVERSONG LODGE
Lake Creek Area, Alaska
Located only 70 air miles northwest of Anchorage at the 
confluence of the Yentna River and Lake Creek, Riversong is 
a great destination for a stand-alone trip, a quick weekend 
excursion, or a multi-day add-on that compliments a longer 
Alaskan lodge package. Accessed via floatplane, the lodge 
offers solid home-water fishing for all five species of salmon, 
as well as Arctic grayling and prolific numbers of rainbows. 
The standout for the Riversong program is the Lake Creek 
tributary that feeds into the much larger Yetna –  a stream 
that Riversong considers their home water. Relatively small 
in width and flow, Lake Creek is the perfect stream for wade 
anglers looking for an intimate trout and salmon experience. 
Guests can arrive or depart any day of the week and arrange 
trips of any length. While this is a program that works for 
anglers of all skill levels, we particularly love Riversong for 
kids and families.

TORDRILLO MOUNTAIN LODGE
Denali Region, Alaska
Tordrillo Mountain Lodge is one of our top locations in Alaska 
for families, couples and kids, offering incredible food, 
beautiful accommodations, great home-water fishing and 
a large line-up of non-angling activities to compliment the 
fishing. This beautiful, high-end adventure-lodge is located at 
the headwaters of the Talachulitna River, a short 45-minute 
Beaver flight from Anchorage. There are numerous other rivers 
and creeks in the immediate area that are accessed utilizing 
a combination of boats, helicopters and float planes. Offering 
a higher degree of luxury and amenities than most Alaskan 
destinations, Tordrillo can accommodate all types of packages 
– from short, two-day trips to week-long itineraries – and 
guests can arrive or depart any day of the week.

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout Alaska. For 
detailed write-ups, pricing information 
and photos, scan the code below.

ALASKA CHARTER SERVICE
Southeast Alaska

ALASKA RAINBOW ADVENTURES 
FLOAT TRIPS
Bristol Bay, Alaska

ALASKA SPORTSMAN’S LODGE
Kvichak River, Alaska

ANIAK RIVER LODGE
Western Alaska

BRISTOL BAY LODGE
Lake Aleknagik, Alaska

BROOKS LODGE
Katmai National Park, Alaska

CHROME CHASERS
Wrangell, Alaska

OUTPOST ON THE NUSH
Nushagak River – Southwestern Alaska

ICY BAY LODGE
Yakutat, Alaska

INTRICATE BAY LODGE
Illiamna, Alaska

GROSVENOR LODGE
Katmai Region, Alaska

MISSION LODGE
Lake Aleknagik, Alaska

MIDNIGHT SUN TROPHY PIKE 
ADVENTURES
Yukon Drainage, Alaska
Midnight Sun offers what is hands-down the finest 
fishing for northern pike in all of Alaska, if not the 
world. With the ability to access more than 350 
river miles of the remote Yukon Drainage, this is the 
only operation in this entire fishery. The average 
week sees each angler landing more than ten fish 
in the 40-inches range, and at least 50 percent 
of anglers land fish larger than 45 inches during 
their week. After a two-year hiatus and a fire that 
claimed the original Midnight Sun houseboat, 
MSTPA is back in operation with a new “ballistic 
catamaran” live-aboard that is specifically built 
for devouring the Yukon River. The Patriot is a 
custom built, aluminum hull, forty-foot catamaran, 
outfitted with twin 300HP engines to expedite travel 
throughout the wilderness of this remote drainage. 
It accommodates four anglers per week, accessing 
the Yukon River in an incredibly comfortable and 
efficient way with the ability to move locations 
throughout the trip and focus on the best and most 
rested fishing areas.
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guides and outfitters in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon and 
Washington. 

When it comes to the eastern U.S., Yellow Dog also offers 
a number of different programs and packages in coastal 
Louisiana and throughout the southeastern region. One of 
the most colorful and festive states in the country, Louisiana 
is known for warm hospitality, great food, amazing music, 
fascinating people and, of course, the greatest redfishing 
found on the planet. The coastline, mud flats and massive 
marsh networks that define coastal Louisiana offer outstanding 
sight fishing opportunities for the shallow-water fly angler. 
These areas can be fished year-round, and serious anglers 
will tell you that this area of the Gulf Coast is home to both the 
largest redfish, as well as the largest overall populations of 
redfish. While big Louisiana reds can at times be challenging, 
as a general rule they love to eat flies in shallow water, and 
the eats are often-times incredibly close to the boat. When 
fishing for reds, it’s all about the eat! We are also proud to 
offer options and operations in Tennessee and Arkansas: 
southeastern trout and bass programs that expand the list of 
possibilities for anglers looking to stay somewhat closer to 
home for the season ahead.

Whether you’re looking to plan a high-end family outing, 
searching for a budget solo trip, or interested in a weekend 
fishing vacation that includes a diverse line-up of species and 
fishing scenarios, we can guide you through the process of 
finding the right package and arranging the ideal itinerary. 
Yellow Dog’s U.S. team can help you coordinate and plan the 
best trip possible to keep you on the water and in the game for 
the coming season.

MADISON DOUBLE R
Cameron, Montana
One of Yellow Dog’s favorite western operations, this incredible 
operation that opened in June of 2019 is hands-down one of 
the nicest, most complete and well-designed fishing operations 
in the United States. John Sampson, the former co-owner 
and host of the venerable Ruby Springs Lodge, launched 
this new project with the intent of creating “the ultimate 
lodge experience that offers superb cuisine, comfortable 
accommodations and the right balance of sophisticated 
service and easygoing atmosphere.” All of this, of course, is 
paired with outstanding guides and a fishing program that 
offers access to the Madison, Lower Big Hole, Ruby, Jefferson, 
Hebgen Lake, and other nearby waters in Montana, Idaho and 
Yellowstone National Park. One of the finest, most in-demand 
operations in the entire Yellow Dog line-up.

RUBY SPRINGS LODGE
Alder, Montana
Ruby Springs Lodge has a well-earned reputation as being 
one of the nicest, most luxurious fishing lodges in the country. 
Delivering exceptional service and attention to detail on every 
level, this high-end operation consists of two main lodge 
buildings and a number of luxurious, private “cabins” built 
directly on the banks of the Ruby River. The accommodations are 
next-level, the meals are gourmet, and the amenities and setting 
will satisfy even the most discriminating guest. This is one of 
our favorite destinations for couples and families looking for a 
diverse Montana fishing vacation combined with a true, western 
lodge experience. 

COMPLETE FLY FISHER LODGE
Wise River, Montana
The Big Hole River is one of the most iconic rivers in the US West. 
Located just downstream from the confluence of the Big Hole 
and the Wise River, this iconic Montana lodge is ideally situated 
to take advantage of the amazing angling opportunities found 
all throughout the immediate area, as well as numerous outdoor 
recreational activities in the Big Hole Valley and throughout 
Southwestern Montana. First opened in 1968, the lodge was 
recently purchased by two fly fishing industry veterans – Paul 
Moseley of Ruby Springs Lodge, and John Barrett, a long-time 
television personality and host of Fly Fishing the World. We 
consider this operation to be one of the finest in the US West. 

YELLOW DOG OFFERS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND 
COMPLETE DOMESTIC LODGE LINE-UP IN THE BUSINESS!

western u.s. lodges

O ne of the most difficult things about researching, 
  planning and booking a domestic fishing package 
 is knowing where to go, when to go and how to 
connect with the very best lodge, guides and outfitters. This 
is especially true as more anglers look for options that are 
“closer to home” for the foreseeable future. After an incredibly 
busy 2020 and 2021 season, we anticipate that domestic 
demand for the 2022 season will be at an all-time high. That 
means that early planning and working with the Yellow Dog 
team can ensure a great overall experience. From the well-
known waters of the U.S. West, to the bayous and marshes of 
the Gulf Coast, to the small streams and rivers of the eastern 
seaboard and southeast, Yellow Dog has you covered with 
dozens of the very best lodge and outfitting options.

When it comes to fishing in the lower-48, the first region 
that usually comes to mind is the U.S. West. The fishing 
opportunities found throughout the American West are 
legendary, and anglers from all over the world travel to the 
region to fish such storied waters as the Madison, Big Hole, 
Snake, Deschutes, Henry’s Fork, Yellowstone, Bitterroot, Big 
Horn and hundreds of other rivers, streams and lakes. Whether 
you’re searching for trophy-sized wild trout on the well-known 
“blue ribbon” waters of Montana, seeking solitude on a high 
mountain stream or alpine lake in Wyoming or Idaho, or 
swinging for steelhead in the waters of Oregon or Washington, 
Yellow Dog offers an exciting line-up of fly fishing opportunities 
throughout the western states. Yellow Dog was born and bred 
in Montana, and our offices are located in the heart of historic 
downtown Bozeman. When it comes to fishing the region, our 
team is the very best in the business, and we’re proud to have 
created a fantastic western network of hand-picked lodges, 
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LODGE AT EAGLE ROCK
Cascade, Montana
With excellent customer service, gourmet meals, high-end 
accommodations, and fully customized fishing packages, 
this is hands down the finest, most complete option on 
the Missouri River. The lodge itself is an 8,000 square-
foot historic inn that combines a magnificent setting, 
rustic elegance and exceptional amenities. From the 
100-year-old barnwood floors to the river-rock fireplace 
in the Great Room, the lodge “feels” like Montana. It is an 
ideal destination for intact groups seeking a private lodge 
experience. While the Missouri River is the primary focus 
of the Eagle Rock program, guests can also fish Prickly 
Pear Creek, Belt Creek, the Blackfoot River, the Dearborn 
River, the Sun River and others. 

MADISON VALLEY RANCH
Ennis, Montana
Overlooking Montana’s famed Madison River, this large, 
private ranch (fully renovated in 2021) is located on the 
banks of the “Channels” section of the Madison River, 
three miles outside the famous fly fishing town of Ennis. 
MVR is among the nicest and best-run operations in 
all of Montana, with beautiful rooms, great amenities, 
and a kitchen staff that takes pride in serving gourmet 
meals. Wade and float fishing on the Madison River 
as well as other area waters that include Jack Creek, 
the “Channels” section of the Madison, the Big Hole, 
Beaverhead, Yellowstone and more. The ranch has 
various accommodation options, which makes this the 
ideal location for solo families, groups, and even solo 
anglers. All rooms offer a stunning countryside view of 
the surrounding mountain ranges and the ever-changing 
Montana sky.

SHIELDS RIVER LODGE
Clyde Park, Montana
Set on 283-acres, southwestern Montana’s Shields River 
Lodge overlooks the Shields River – a Montana guide 
favorite. With nine luxurious and spacious rooms, we 
consider this to be one of the very best options in the 
northern Rockies for couples, families, and intact groups. 
The Shields is home to good numbers of browns and 
rainbows on the lodge section, and cutthroat and brookies 
in the upper reaches of the fishery. And while this is a 
great fishery for one or two days (and of course evening 
sessions on your own) there are numerous other rivers and 
fisheries that can be accessed and fished while staying at 
the lodge, including the world-famous Yellowstone River, 
the Madison, Paradise Valley spring creeks, and numerous 
lakes and ponds. 

western u.s. lodges
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SILVER BOW CLUB
Divide, Montana
An incredibly unique, high-end, family-owned Montana 
lodge situated on 1,800 acres near the small town of Divide, 
Montana. With a very private and secluded location in a quiet 
valley on the banks of the Big Hole, the lodge is ideal for 
intact fishing groups, family reunions and corporate groups. 
Silver Bow features eight bedrooms in the main lodge, four 
separate log cabins, a private chef, hot tub, stocked trout 
pond, and a massive “great room” complete with a grand 
stone fireplace. The property offers more than three miles 
of private river access on the legendary Big Hole River and 
is also close to the Beaverhead, Jefferson and Madison 
Rivers. Additional activities include trap shooting, ATV tours, 
horseback riding, and fall season pheasant hunts. Bringing a 
group? Rent the entire lodge for maximum privacy.

SUNRISE PACK STATION
Yellowstone National Park
One of the few horseback outfitters licensed to operate 
in Yellowstone National Park, Sunrise Pack Station offers 
an authentic backcountry experience, excellent stock and 
equipment, knowledgeable guides and wranglers, and 
access to some of the most spectacular scenery and fishing 
found anywhere in the western United States. There 
are a number of different angling packages available, 
from single-day trips to overnight packages into remote 
backcountry areas that include Slough Creek, Pebble 
Creek, the Bechler River, Cache Creek and the Thorofare 
Region of Yellowstone. Wade fishing is the normal practice 
on these waters, and most of the fish you will catch are 
Yellowstone native cutthroat: colorful, feisty and almost 
always willing to take a dry fly. 

YELLOWSTONE VALLEY LODGE
Paradise Valley, Montana
Situated in the heart of beautiful Paradise Valley on the 
banks on the world-famous Yellowstone River, the recently 
renovated Yellowstone Valley Lodge is a true western lodge 
operation that offers an amazing location and the best 
overall amenities in the area. YVL offers a diverse line-up 
of Montana fly fishing experiences on waters that include 
the Yellowstone, Madison, Boulder and area spring creeks. 
The lodge’s 16 private cabins directly overlook the lodge’s 
“home riffle” on the Yellowstone – a piece of productive and 
wadeable water that allows you to fish on your own and 
late into the evening. Recent additions include upgraded 
furnishings in the cabins, coordinated transportation to and 
from the airport in Bozeman, and the introduction of non-
angling activities such as hiking, rafting and horseback riding.

western u.s. lodges western u.s. lodges
SMITH RIVER FLOAT TRIPS
Central Montana
There is one trip that the entire Yellow Dog team looks forward 
to every spring; one that many of us who live in Montana 
consider our favorite adventure of the year. We’re talking 
about a multi-day camping and float trip on Montana’s Smith 
River. The Smith adventure is a five-day, fully guided journey 
down 60 miles of pristine, protected and isolated waters that 
wind through a scenic and remote canyon over the course of 
five days. When you arrive in camp at the end of each day, 
spacious two-person tents are already pitched, camp is set up, 
dinner is cooking and the drinks are ready. This is surely one 
of the most special fishing trips available in the western United 
States – great for hardcore anglers as well as families, kids 
and groups of friends looking for a totally unique, on-water 
camping trip.

NORTH FORK CROSSING LODGE
Ovando, Montana
The North Fork Crossing Lodge – ideally situated on the banks 
of the North Fork of the Blackfoot River – is the only full-
service fishing lodge in the famed Blackfoot Valley. Unique 
tent cabins are outfitted with all the comforts of a full-service 
lodge without losing the intimate connection to nature that 
camping can provide. Each canvas tent cabin comes equipped 
with heat, electricity, wood floors and a private bathhouse. 
The Blackfoot River boasts large populations of native West 
Slope cutthroat trout, and years of collaborative efforts toward 
restoration of the Blackfoot River as a fishery means that 
the fishing keeps getting better and better. Along with the 
Blackfoot, guests have access to several other rivers, including 
the mighty Missouri, which is only an hour and a half away.

MIDDLE FORK OF THE SALMON FLOAT TRIP
Frank Church Wilderness, Idaho
Idaho’s Frank Church Wilderness area is located in one of 
the most secluded and rugged areas in the entire Lower 48, 
and carving through the center of this wilderness area is the 
legendary Middle Fork of the Salmon River. The class three 
and four rapids, abundant wildlife and typically crystal-
clear waters make this one of the most treasured multi-night 
camping and float trips available anywhere in the western US. 
On a typical Middle Fork trip, you will float for roughly 100 
miles through an ancient granite rock canyon utilizing classic 
wooden McKenzie-style drift boats. This fishery has been 
managed by the state of Idaho as a catch and release fishery 
since 1973, making it one of the best fisheries in the northwest 
for both numbers of fish and for consistently good dry fly 
action. If you are someone who loves to throw dry flies and 
are seeking a fully-outfitted, wild, multi-day wilderness float 
trip, then this trip is a must!
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SOUTH FORK LODGE
Swan Valley, Idaho
A classic western lodge built directly on a dramatic bend of 
Idaho’s South Fork of the Snake River, this is an operation 
that offers a blend of rustic style, outstanding activities, 
high-end amenities and some of the best fishing in the West. 
The South Fork is regarded as one of the best tailwater, 
dry-fly fisheries in the region, with prolific hatches of caddis, 
mayflies, stoneflies and midges throughout the summer 
season. The river is home to rainbows, cutthroat and the 
occasional heavy brown. One of the advantages you enjoy 
while staying at the lodge is the head start you have over 
other anglers each morning, as one of the river’s most 
important access points is a mere 200 yards from the lodge. 
The lodge – which was fully renovated in 2021 –
offers a number of different room and cabin options, gourmet 
meals, and fully guided, non-angling excursions.

HENRY’S FORK LODGE
Island Park, Idaho
A complete five-star fishing and lodging experience 
with the most high-end accommodations and amenities 
found anywhere in the Greater Yellowstone region. With 
a philosophy focused on the highest levels of customer 
service and the finest attention to detail at all times, this is 
the ideal lodge option for families, groups, or couples who 
truly want the very best when it comes to a western fishing 
experience. Fishing options include numerous sections 
and areas on Idaho’s famous Henry’s Fork, as well as the 
nearby South Fork, Madison River, Hebgen Lake, Yellowstone 
Park and numerous other stillwaters and smaller streams 
throughout the Yellowstone ecosystem. Henry’s Fork Lodge 
works closely with Henry’s Fork Anglers for all guiding and 
outfitting, so if you have a favorite HFA guide, Yellow Dog 
can set things up. 

THE LODGE AT PALISADES CREEK
Swan Valley, Idaho
Located a few miles beneath Palisades Dam on the South 
Fork of the Snake River in Swan Valley, Idaho, the Lodge 
at Palisades Creek is a beautiful facility that is perfect for 
groups, couples and families – a great base of operations for 
fishing the South Fork and numerous other fisheries located 
throughout the region. The lodge has five different sections 
of the South Fork available for guided fishing trips that 
collectively cover a total of 55 miles of the river and include 
some of the best trout waters in the country. Located on the 
banks of the South Fork, the Lodge offers nine private cabins 
as well as the main building that includes the dining room, 
the “Cowboy Bar” and a fully stocked fly shop. 

western u.s. lodges
WIND RIVER CANYON LODGE
Thermopolis, Wyoming
Yellow Dog is proud to represent this incredibly unique, 
one-of-a-kind lodging and guiding option in the heart 
of Wyoming’s Wind River country. Long-time Wind River 
guide and outfitter Darren Calhoun operates this small and 
intimate lodge on what may be the most productive and 
exciting fishery in the west. Darren and his talented guide 
team are the only commercial operation allowed to guide 
the mind-blowing waters of the Wind River Canyon—an 
amazing tailwater fishery that offers wild brown trout 
fishing complimented by impressive numbers of hot, heavy 
rainbows. The lodge is located directly on the banks 
of the Wind River in the middle of the canyon, midway 
between the upper and lower sections of the canyon 
float. Availability is extremely difficult, so we recommend 
booking well in advance.

BRUSH CREEK RANCH
Saratoga, Wyoming
The Lodge and Spa at Brush Creek Ranch is a super high-
end, family-friendly western lodge operation that is ideal 
for families, couples and larger groups. It is considered 
one of the finest luxury dude ranches in the world, set on 
30,000 pristine acres in south-central Wyoming. This is an 
operation where every amenity, every detail and every 
moment is custom-tailored to each guest’s stay. Genuine 
western hospitality, unbridled adventure, exciting fishing 
and a truly inspiring landscape come together to create one 
of the world’s finest luxury destinations. Anglers can enjoy 
access to miles of private water on the North Platte River, 
Brush Creek, French Creek, the nearby Encampment River, 
and on a collection of highly productive stillwater fisheries.

FRENCH CREEK SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
Saratoga, Wyoming
As part of the Brush Creek Ranch collection of properties, 
the French Creek Sportsmen’s Club is an exclusive, 15,000-
acre sporting paradise which is ideal for private, intact 
groups of up to eight guests. Private cabins and a one-
of-a-kind western sporting clubhouse sit on the banks of 
French Creek, offering access to a breathtaking Wyoming 
environment and the notable sporting experiences of the 
property. Walk and wade the private creek, float the area’s 
blue-ribbon waters, hunt a variety of classic game species, 
experience an upland bird hunt, shoot on the Club’s 
interactive rifle and pistol ranges, or spend time on the trap 
range or sporting clays course. French Creek is at the top of 
the list when it comes to an exclusive high-end fishing and 
sporting experience with no shortage of amenities.
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SOUTH HOLSTON RIVER LODGE
Bristol, Tennessee
One of the South’s premier fly fishing destinations, South Holston 
Lodge offers an all-inclusive experience with professionally guided 
fishing, comfortable riverside accommodations, delicious meals 
and exceptional customer service. Located near the small town of 
Bristol, Tennessee on the Tennessee-Virginia border, the lodge is 
perched directly on the tree-lined banks of the South Holston River 
– a blue-ribbon fishery that Lefty Kreh once described as “perhaps 
the best trout fishing in the East.” The South Holston is a tailwater 
that flows from the South Holston Dam, and the most productive 
stretch boasts somewhere between 7,000 and 10,000 trout per 
mile. It is best known for large populations of wild brown trout, 
consistent hatches, and year-round fly fishing opportunities. 

WHITE RIVER INN
Cotter, Arkansas
Arkansas’ White River has long been famous for the world record 
brown trout that inhabit its waters, and the White River Inn is the 
ideal option for anglers seeking to combine great fishing with a 
comfortable, all-inclusive and high-end lodge setting. The large, 
six-bedroom log lodge is reminiscent of the nicer, full-service 
lodges found throughout the US West, and the accommodations, 
level of service and amenities are as good or better than anything 
found in the world of trout fishing. The White River is a legitimate 
world class trout fishery, and waters below Bull Shoals Dam are 
home to both monster, double-digit fish, and also good numbers of 
trout in the 16”- 22” range. 

WOODARD FLY FISHING 
Cotter, Arkansas
Arkansas’ White, Norfork, Little Red and Kings River are 
collectively home to some of the best fly fishing opportunities 
found anywhere in the eastern part of the U.S. This unique program 
from Woodard Fly Fishing offers fully-customized lodging and fishing 
packages that offer access to 200 miles of trout waters and 83 miles 
of trophy smallmouth waters, all located within a 60-mile radius 
of your accommodations. Each itinerary is designed to introduce 
anglers to the beauty of the Ozarks and the amazing fishing 
opportunities available throughout the region. A combination trip 
that allows anglers to fish two or three completely different fisheries 
(for both trout and smallmouth) is perhaps the most popular option, 
and Yellow Dog can easily put together trips of any length. 

southeast u.s. lodges
louisiana lodges
ELEVEN EXPERIENCE LIVE-ABOARD
Dulac, Louisiana
A comfortable 61’ Hatteras that takes the live-aboard 
lifestyle and Louisiana experience to a new level. With a 
maximum of only four anglers (and no mixing of groups) 
guests will have the entire mothership and the surrounding 
marsh all to themselves. This is a fantastic, high-end option 
for intact groups of friends looking to prioritize location, 
short runs and long days on the water. This high-end live-
aboard model allows for the guides and their anglers to 
quickly access areas of the marsh that are hard to reach 
for other anglers, resulting in hundreds of square miles of 
fishing for untouched redfish, black drum, sheepshead and 
more. The captain, steward, chef and the guide team will 
see to your every need, with incredible food and service 
that is second to none. 

SPORTSMANS LODGE 
Venice, Louisiana
Sportsmans is a 110-foot floating lodge strategically 
located in the southernmost part of Louisiana in the small 
fishing town of Venice. Only two hours south of New 
Orleans on the edge of the Mississippi River Delta, Venice 
is surrounded by vast marshes and an incredibly healthy 
fishery. From the large great room lounge area, to the open 
kitchen and dining area, to the complimentary bar that is 
always open, this is the ideal base of operations for fishing 
an area that many anglers call the “sport fishing capital 
of the world.” A great option for longer, multi-day fishing 
packages as well as quick weekend getaways, the program 
offers outstanding opportunities for redfish, as well as 
offshore fishing for tuna, dolphin, cobia, snapper, jacks, and 
more. 

DOGWOOD LODGE 
Hopedale, Louisiana
Located on the edge of the 210,000-acre Biloxi Marsh, 
Dogwood is a 114-foot floating lodge that is the go-to option 
for anglers looking to fish the famous Hopedale area of 
Louisiana. First opened in 2015, Dogwood is a historical 
vessel that was originally built for the U.S. Coast Guard 
as buoy tender on the upper Mississippi River. Today, the 
lodge comfortably accommodates 12 anglers in one of 
the most productive sportfishing areas in the Southeast. 
This trip is all about trading the chaos of the big city for 
incredible redfishing action coupled with views of shrimp 
boats, alligators and the low country landscape of the 
Louisiana marsh. The lodge features the Mississippi 
Room lounge, plenty of comfortable social areas, a 
complimentary bar, and numerous outdoor deck areas 
perfect for morning coffee or evening cigars. 
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It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

YELLOW DOG has the largest domestic line-up of lodges, 
outfitters and guides of anyone in the industry. Along with 
the operations featured in the previous pages, Yellow Dog 
also proudly represents and books the following lodges 
and destinations throughout the United States and the 
Lower 48. For detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos, scan the code at right.

BIGHORN ANGLER
Ft. Smith, Montana

BIGHORN RIVER LODGE
Ft. Smith, Montana

BLACK BEAR LODGE
Northport, Washington

DESCHUTES ANGLER
Maupin, Oregon

ELK CREEK RANCH
Island Park, Idaho

FOUR RIVERS FISHING COMPANY
Twin Bridges, Montana

GLACIER ANGLERS
West Glacier, Montana

GREAT WATERS INN
Melrose, Montana

JEFF BRAZDA OUTFITTING
Olympic Peninsula, Washington

LINEHAN OUTFITTING
Libby, Montana

MISSOULA RIVER LODGE
Missoula, Montana

MISSOURI RIVER RANCH
Craig, Montana

THE STEELHEAD RANCH
Klickitat River, Washington

STONEFLY INN
Twin Bridges, Montana

TIGHT LINES OREGON
Rogue River, Oregon

THE WISDOM OF THE GUIDES

Everyone knows that fly fishing is a life-long pursuit. Which of course is one of the great things about the 
sport; the fact that you’re always learning and improving with time spent on the water. We thought it might be 
useful to compile some key pieces of trout fishing advice, and as such we reached out to a handful of the top 
guides in the Western U.S. to ask for their favorite piece of “fly fishing wisdom”.

“A seasoned guide has a vast reservoir of knowledge that he 
can share. All you have to do is ask! If you keep an open mind, 
ask questions, and follow instructions – you will be tight to fish 
in no time!” 

– Mark Lane (Melrose, Montana)

“When floating and fishing from a drift boat, always cast 
towards the future – downstream. Trying to get another shot 
at the spot you just past will result in putting yourself behind 
the eight ball for the next spot coming up or result in missing it 
completely.” 

– Chris Knott (Twin Bridges, Montana)

“Your guide will have a plan for the day. You have two choices 
– either be putty in your guide’s hands, or communicate what 
you want to do. While doing the latter is okay, you may be 
putting your guide out of their groove. And because of that, 
you still need to have a good and relaxed attitude no matter 
what happens during the day. 

– Joe Sowerby (Missoula, Montana)

“Mending goes hand-in-hand with casting, yet all-to-often it 
is not given the attention it’s due. An effective way to practice 
mending is to simply pretend that you are drawing a circle in 
the air with the tip of your rod.”

 – Darren Calhoun (Thermopolis, Wyoming)

And of course, there are the “constant” suggestions that seem 
to apply at all times, to all fishing scenarios:

“Set!”
“Mend!”

“Let it run!”
“We don’t float back to the truck. The river only flows in 

one direction.”

“Start your back cast with the rod tip on the water. Otherwise, 
you lose fifty percent of the rod’s capacity to do the job.” 

– Tim Linehan (Troy, Montana)

“Convey your trip expectations up front, but always remain 
flexible and trust your guide. The most enjoyable and 
productive trips are the result of solid communication, with 
anglers and guides working together.” 

– Greg Bricker (Bozeman, Montana)

“When casting dries to selective rising trout – make the first 
cast count, and always make it your best cast.” 

– Brian Neilsen (Craig, Montana)

“Just remember it’s not all about a bent rod!” 
– Joe Dilschneider (Ennis, Montana)

“Pause on your backcast. It’s that simple.” 
– Rooster Leavens (Twin Bridges, Montana)

“It can sometimes seem like guides can read the minds of 
the fish, but they can’t read the minds of anglers. The more 
you can be open about your expectations and the more you 
communicate with your guide, the better the day will be for the 
both of you.” 

– Amy Hazel (Maupin, Oregon)

“Don’t be disheartened if your guide moves quickly through 
water that may look appealing to you. Chances are it’s to 
get you to better hunting grounds, and not waste time in 
unproductive water.” 

– Seth McLean (Twin Bridges, Montana)

“When your guide tells you to set the hook – just do it. Hook 
sets are free. Set the hook on everything!” 

– Hootie (Island Park, Idaho) 

LOWER 48  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  



118 119

CANADA TRAVEL FACTS

finest trout fisheries found anywhere in North America. Serious 
and slightly more experienced anglers may be interested in 
the challenge of wild steelhead in British Columbia—an area 
that is home to the world’s most famous steelhead rivers—or 
Atlantic Salmon in Labrador, Quebec and New Brunswick. 
While rarely a “numbers” game, the satisfaction of hooking, 
fighting and landing even a single wild and pure-strain 
anadromous fish ranks at the very top of the list of great 
angling accomplishments. For adventurous anglers looking 
for something completely different, the rivers and lakes of 
the Northwest Territories and Ontario are home to robust 
populations of monstrous lake trout, char, pike, walleye and—
in certain areas—trophy brook trout. 

I f you were to use only one word to describe the fishing 
 in Canada, that adjective would have to be “diverse.” 
 From the legendary steelhead waters of British Columbia 
to the trout-rich rivers of Alberta … from the fabled Atlantic 
Salmon fisheries of eastern Canada to the pike-filled lakes of 
Saskatchewan … Canada is a freshwater fishing destination 
that is second to none. 

During the summer months, the waters of western Canada 
and the trout-laden rivers of British Columbia and Alberta are 
celebrated for a number of reasons, including above-average 
fish sizes, healthy wild trout, consistent dry fly fishing and 
incredible hatches. This, combined with exceptional scenery 
and a total lack of crowds, makes western Canada one of the 

TARGET SPECIES: Steelhead, rainbow trout, brown trout, brook trout, northern pike, walleye, 
musky, westslope cutthroat trout, salmon, bull trout, Arctic grayling, char and more

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Vancouver (YVR), Calgary (YYC), Thunder Bay (YQT), 
Terrace (YXT), Yellowknife (YZF), Winnipeg (YWG)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: A valid U.S. passport, passport card 
or NEXUS card is required for all U.S. citizens.

SEASON: May through November

LANGUAGE: English, Eh?

CAPITAL: Ottawa, Ontario

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  CANADA
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CANADA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

NICHOLAS DEAN OUTDOORS
Terrace, British Columbia
Nicholas Dean’s staff of professional, experienced guides 
know the Skeena and its tributaries intimately, ensuring 
that you have the best possible chance of landing some 
of the trophy fish that migrate upriver each year. With 
Nicholas Dean, you will often be fishing in places where 
there are no roads and no development; areas that are 
instead home to old-growth forests, northern wildlife, gin-
clear rivers and large, wild steelhead. The lodge is also 
happy to arrange daily fly-outs, providing guests access to 
a number of amazing backcountry fisheries. Conveniently 
located close to the town of Terrace, Nicholas Dean’s 
Yellow Cedar Lodge is the ideal base of operations for 
exploring the steelhead fisheries and rivers of the area. 

PLUMMER’S GREAT BEAR LAKE LODGE
Northwest Territories, Canada
In operation for more than 60 years, Plummer’s Lodge 
is the longest-running fishing operation in the Canadian 
Arctic. Great Bear Lake Lodge is the crown jewel of the 
Plummer’s program, boasting numerous all-tackle world 
records for lake trout and Arctic grayling. Located just 
above the Arctic Circle, anglers can spend the day drift 
fishing and sight casting to large lake trout or working the 
shorelines and creek mouths for grayling. Two DeHavilland 
Otter floatplanes offer daily fly-outs, and packages can be 
customized to include Arctic char fishing at Plummer’s Tree 
River sister lodge, located 232 miles to the northeast of 
Great Bear Lake Lodge in the Arctic Circle.

ANDRES FLY FISHING
Fernie, British Columbia – Canada

DAVE BROWN OUTFITTERS 
Alberta, Canada

GANGLER’S NORTH SEAL 
RIVER LODGE
New Brunswick, Canada

LEDGES INN
New Brunswick, Canada

MIMINISKA LODGE
Northwestern Ontario, Canada

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

RESTIGOUCHE RIVER LODGE
New Brunswick, Canada

SILVERTIP OUTFITTERS
Alberta, Canada

SKEENA WILDERNESS 
FISHING CHARTERS
Terrace, British Columbia

SPEY LODGE & 
BOUNDARY LODGE
Skeena Region, British Columbia

For detailed write- ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos on our 
additional Canada offerings, 
scan this code.
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COSTA RICA TRAVEL FACTS

When it comes to bluewater fishing, the Pacific coast and 
offshore waters of Costa Rica offer some of the finest billfishing 
action on the planet. All along the coast, strong rotating 
currents create enormous “ocean eddies” – rich with bait and 
pelagic fish. Sailfish, dorado, tuna, blue marlin, black marlin, 
striped marlin and large numbers of other species congregate 
in this region in great numbers. On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, the lush jungles of Costa Rica are home to some of 
the largest tarpon in the hemisphere. Dense rainforests and a 
massive system of inland rivers and lagoons create the ideal 
tarpon habitat in an environment that is alive with schools of 
baitfish, monkeys, dozens of bird species, and all sorts of jungle 
wildlife. There are legitimate triple-digit fish in Costa Rica, 
making for a destination that can truly deliver a trophy.

C

TARGET SPECIES: Sailfish, marlin, tarpon, tuna, dorado, roosterfish, wahoo, snapper and more

MAJOR AIR HUBS: San Jose, Costa Rica (SJO)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required.

SEASON: Year-round (depending on destination and target species)

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: San Jose

Costa Rica

  osta Rica is often referred to as the Switzerland 
  of Central America because of its comfortable 
  lifestyle, peaceful democracy and overwhelming 
natural beauty. The country’s waters are healthy and full 
of fish, the scenery is stunning, and the slow-moving pace 
of life seductive. Since attaining independence in the 19th 
century, this tiny, backwater country has become one of 
the most stable, prosperous and progressive nations in all 
of Latin America. The resources of the country have been 
fully focused on the environment: protecting the country’s 
natural resources and safeguarding and enhancing Costa 
Rica’s fresh and saltwater fisheries. 

COSTA RICA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  COSTA RICA

CROCODILE BAY RESORT
Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica
Located on Costa Rica’s ultra-biodiverse Osa 
Peninsula, Crocodile Bay offers what may 
be the finest sportfishing and adventure tour 
combo package found anywhere in this part of 
Central America. Anglers can big-game fish for 
marlin, dorado and sailfish, or focus on inshore 
opportunities for roosterfish, snapper and jack 
crevalle. With a fleet of more than 40 fishing boats, 
an arsenal of high-end fishing equipment (both fly 
and conventional), and easy deep-water access 
from an 850-foot private pier, Croc Bay is the ideal 
location for anglers seeking a high diversity of 
species and fishing scenarios. The newly-expanded 
resort is situated on 44 beautifully manicured 
acres, with a pool, swim-up bar, spa, a complete 
eco-adventure program, and new accommodations 
that are a step up from those usually associated 
with fishing lodges. 

JUNGLE TARPON RESERVE
Northern Jungles, Costa Rica
Part of a massive watershed that includes Lake 
Nicaragua and Lake Managua in nearby Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica’s Jungle Tarpon Reserve is located in 
the middle of a vast inland system of freshwater 
rivers, creeks and flooded lagoons. This is the 
ideal habitat for seriously large tarpon, and with 
this program, triple-digit trophies are always a 
possibility! Due to the intimate jungle environment, 
anglers can often get much closer to their quarry 
than in other global tarpon fisheries. With only 14 
weeks of operation per season and a maximum 
of four anglers per week, this fishery sees little 
pressure and can offer plenty of shots. While 
fishing, anglers are usually visited by howler and 
spider monkeys, and an incredible array of birds 
and wildlife. 

COSTA RICA TARPON CAMP
Barra del Colorado, Costa Rica

RAFIKI SAFARI LODGE
Savegre River, Costa Rica

SILVER KING LODGE
Barra del Colorado, Costa Rica

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

For detailed write- ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos on 
our additional Costa Rica 
offerings, scan this code.
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HONDURAS TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Permit, bonefish, tarpon, jacks, snapper, snook, and some bluewater species

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Roatan, Honduras (RTB)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required.

SEASON: Year-round (depending on destination and target species)

LANGUAGES: English and Spanish

CAPITAL: Tegucigalpa

HONDURAS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

GUATEMALA TRAVEL FACTS

creates a type of “billfish highway” which gathers most of 
the billfish just off of Guatemala’s coast. With numbers like 
“85 sailfish released in a single day” and “35 on the fly 
in one day,” it’s hard for any other region in the world to 
compete with this year-round bite. In addition to the great 
sailfishing, the area is also home to impressive numbers of 
blue, black, and striped marlin, dorado, roosterfish, tuna, 
and more.

TARGET SPECIES: Sailfish, dorado, blue, black and striped marlin, roosterfish, tuna

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Guatemala City, Guatemala (GUA)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required.

SEASON: Year-round, with the busiest season from October through mid-June

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Guatemala City

 uatemala is a mountainous and forested 
 country characterized by volcanoes, thick 
 jungles, and a rugged Pacific coastline. The 
ultra-productive waters along Guatemala’s Pacific coast 
have given this small country the reputation of being the 
“Billfish Capital of the World.” Guatemala has such strong 
bluewater fishing because of the Equatorial Counter 
Current, a well-defined west-to-east ocean flow that 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  GUATEMALA

G
MANGO CREEK LODGE
Roatan, Honduras
With an inimitable collection of over-the-water cabanas connected by 
boardwalks, this beautiful eco, fishing and dive lodge is built directly on the flats 
of Port Royal Bay on the far eastern end of Roatan. Fishermen can expect plenty 
of wade fishing for permit and bonefish on the area’s huge flats, while non-
anglers have a variety of options for adventure. This is a fantastic destination for 
anglers and non-anglers looking to combine a fishing and eco-tour adventure 
itinerary with one of the best overall price points in the entire Caribbean. Mango 
Creek offers a unique, quiet and off-the-grid location that we absolutely love. 

end of the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef (the second-longest 
coral reef in the world) the Bay Island fisheries deliver 
incredible shallow-water opportunities for bonefish and 
permit, with occasional chances for tarpon and snook as 
well. Most angling opportunities revolve around the islands 
of Guanaja and Roatan, as well as a remote, seasonal 
operation known as the Faraway Cayes. 

FAR AWAY CAYES
160 Miles Off the Honduran Coast

FLY FISH GUANAJA LODGE
Guanaja, Honduras

W    hile the mainland of Honduras has its share 
  of issues these days, the Bay Islands of Roatan, 
 Utila, and Guanaja remain a safe and wonderful 
place to visit and fish. Located approximately 40 miles 
off the northern coast of Honduras, the Bay Islands are 
quick and easy to reach from the U.S., with direct flights to 
Roatan from several U.S. cities. Situated on the southern 

Honduras Guatemala

CASA VIEJA LODGE
Iztapa, Guatemala
Casa Vieja Lodge has long been known for its world-class bluewater boats, the best 
captains and crews in bluewater fishing, and the highest quality accommodations in all 
of Guatemala. Continual upgrading has made Casa Vieja a great retreat for anglers, 
with 21 guest rooms and amenities one would expect from a high-end fishing lodge. 
The lodge is located less than a mile from the fishing fleet’s headquarters at Marina 
Pez Vela, which means that anglers can easily target sailfish, dorado, blue, black and 
striped marlin, roosterfish and tuna. Larger sailfish tend to be found during the fall 
months, with the December-through-June timeframe being the window for pure volume.

PACIFIC FINS RESORT
Iztapa, Guatemala

BLUE BAYOU LODGE
Iztapa, Guatemala

For detailed write- ups, lodge 
descriptions, pricing information and 
photos on our additional Honduras 
offerings, scan this code.

For detailed write- ups, lodge 
descriptions, pricing information and 
photos on our additional Guatemala 
offerings, scan this code.
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ICELAND TRAVEL FACTS AUSTRALIA TRAVEL FACTS

Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures has partnered with some 
of Australia’s most experienced operators to offer some 
of the most varied and exciting fishing on the planet. With 
our saltwater locations, an angler may catch as many as 
25 to 30 new species of fish on the fly over the course of a 
week, including the highly-prized Indo-Pacific permit and the 
beautiful Blue Bastard.  A wide range of pelagic and inshore 
species exist in the Aussie salt – including permit, bonefish, 
multiple species of trevally, sailfish, tuna, barramundi and 
more. The list of freshwater gamefish found throughout the 
continent is every bit as diverse, with saratoga, Murray cod, 
and Tasmanian trout being some of the more targeted species. 

As far as trip planning goes, this is a destination where 
you can pair extraordinary fishing for native brown trout, 
char and wild salmon with a longer extended stay, visiting 
the major cities like Reykjavik or exploring the countryside 
and the amazing natural attractions of the region. Often 
referred to as the “land of fire and ice,” the island offers 
the chance to view incredible landscapes, hike volcanoes, 
visit local hot springs and waterfalls, tour the coastline 
and spend time in the picturesque capital. The Icelandic 
people are incredibly accommodating, friendly, generous 
and eager to show foreigners all the amazing features the 
country has to offer. 

Iceland Australia

SALTWATER OPTIONS
EAST COAST ANGLING
Port Douglas, Australia

EXMOUTH FLATS AND NIGALOO REEF
North Western Australia

COBOURG COASTAL CAMP
Port Essington, Australia

TARGET SPECIES: Wild brown trout, Atlantic salmon and char

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Reykjavik–Keflavik Airport (KEF)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for 
private citizens from most countries for visits up to 90 days.

SEASON:  June through early October

LANGUAGES: Icelandic and English

CAPITAL: Reykjavik

 W

FISH PARTNER
Iceland
Fish Partner offers fully-customized, multi-day 
itineraries as well as a number of pre-set adventures 
that include river, stream and lake fishing for 
trophy wild brown trout, char and Atlantic salmon. 
Accommodations of all types can be arranged, 
from wilderness camping, to basic countryside 
guesthouses, to high-end, luxury lodge and hotel 
stays. All trips are fully customized and uniquely set 
up for each individual booking.

REYKJAVIK ANGLING CLUB
Iceland
Yellow Dog is pleased to offer Icelandic angling 
packages through Reykjavik Angling Club – the largest 
outfitter and license holder in Iceland with access to 
more than two dozen of the country’s most renowned 
rivers. Offering both trout and Atlantic salmon fishing, 
anglers fish these rivers utilizing the European-style 
“beat system”. Every itinerary is totally customized, 
and anglers are paired with the lodges and locations 
that best suit their needs and preferences. 

F       rom clear highland freshwater lakes, to remote 
       saltwater flats, to urban angling in Sydney 
 Harbor, the world’s smallest continent is massive 
when it comes to fishing opportunities. With tropical 
waters in the north and a temperate climate in the south, 
Australia provides an incredibly diverse line-up of unique 
fly fishing opportunities and a variety of species unlike 
anywhere else in the world. Incredible ecosystems – both 
on land and in the water – support over 1 million native 
species: over 80 percent of which are unique to Australia. 
From an aquatic perspective, the continent is home to 
over 4,000 species of fish (and counting)! 

ICELAND  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  AUSTRALIA

For detailed write- ups, lodge descriptions, pricing information and 
photos on our additional Australia offerings, scan this code.

     ith a population of less than 350,000 people 
   and more miles of pristine water than could 
 realistically be fished in a lifetime, Iceland offers 
some of the best and most legitimate fly fishing opportunities 
for trophy brown trout, arctic char and Atlantic salmon found 
anywhere in the world. It’s an incredibly unique and easy-to-
access angling experience combining intimate waters, great 
wading and world-class scenery. With fishing scenarios built 
around long-term conservation plans and low angling pressure 
through the utilization of the classical European style “beat” 
system, many of the rivers in Iceland see very few anglers – 
something that guarantees great action, large and healthy fish, 
and solitary, secluded fishing.
 

TARGET SPECIES: SALTWATER: Bonefish, several species of trevally, Blue Bastards, jacks, snapper, sailfish, tuna, 
barramundi and more. FRESHWATER: Trout, Murray cod, saratoga, carp and countless other species.  

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Sydney (SYD), Melbourne (MEL) and Brisbane (BNE)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport is required, as well as an easy electronic visa.

SEASON: Year-round (depending on destination and target species)

LANGUAGE: English

CAPITAL: Canberra

FRESHWATER OPTIONS
RIVERFLY 1864
Launceston – Tasmania, Australia

THOUSAND LAKES WILDERNESS LODGE
Highlands – Tasmania, Australia
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of Dubai and in the Sultanate of Oman on the southeastern 
coast of the Arabian Peninsula. All of these distinctive 
destinations remind us that fishing is about much more 
than just catching fish. It’s about the places that fishing 
takes us, and the people, cultures and sights that we 
discover along the way.

Other Exotics

Y    ellow Dog is pleased to offer several incredibly 
 unique, off-the-grid fishing adventures that easily 
 rank among the most exotic and extraordinary in 
the entire world of fly fishing travel. If you’re looking for the 
wildest freshwater fishing adventures on the planet, then 
you may want to consider a trip for Golden Mahseer in India 
or for savage African tigerfish in the wilds of Tanzania. We 
also have one-of-a-kind saltwater adventures in the heart 

OMAN ON THE FLY
Salalah, Oman
If you look at a map of Oman and follow the coast south, you come to the 
Dhofar Governorate, running like a ribbon between the Al Qara Mountains 
and the Arabian Sea. This scenic piece of Omani coastline is not only home 
to the most spectacular white sand beaches and stunning geography in 
the region, but also to Trachinotus Africanus –the “fourth” permit species. 
Southern Oman is – to date – the only place on the planet to find and 
target these fish, and their power and strength puts them in a category 
similar to that of giant trevally. Oman packages include comfortable and 
modern resort accommodations in the Hawana Salalah development, a 
new hotel and resort area that is spread along four miles of white sandy 
beaches and turquoise waters only 30 minutes from the main airport. 
Hawana Salalah offers great accommodations, food, numerous swimming 
pools, a large main marina, and world-class beaches.

THE HIMALAYAN OUTBACK
Uttarakhand – Northern India
The Himalayan Outback is not your average fishing trip, just as the golden 
mahseer is not an ordinary fish. Pursuing this selective, heavily armored 
freshwater fish draws anglers deep into the wilds of India, to areas that are 
rarely visited by tourists and non-anglers. Fishing for Mahseer is similar 
to fishing for steelhead or Atlantic salmon, and most scenarios revolve 
around wade fishing from the banks while swinging flies. The experienced 
local guides and staff from The Himalayan Outback have established 
several different trip options to take advantage of the best overall fishing 
conditions, with their signature program focused on a fixed safari-style 
camp on the banks of the legendary Saryu River. The Saryu program can 
also be combined with a multi-day float and camping trip that begins at the 
Saryu location before transitioning to multiple camp locations on the larger 
Mahakali River. Both of these options are available April through June, and 
September through October. 

AFRICAN WATERS TIGERFISHING
Tanzania – Africa
In one of the most remote areas of Africa, Tanzania’s Mnyera and Ruhudji 
rivers offer what may be the finest trophy tigerfishing found anywhere on 
the planet. Set deep in an untouched corner of the Tanzanian wilderness, 
this area is home to big game, exotic wildlife and monster tigerfish that 
routinely exceed 20 pounds. If you are serious about catching a trophy 
tiger on the fly, then this is the place to fish. The relatively short season 
on these two rivers runs from early September to mid-November, when 
water temperatures, levels and clarity are optimal for aggressive feeding 
behavior. Over the course of a week of fishing with African Waters, you will 
split your time between two different camp operations on the two different 
rivers. Both camp locations—the Mnyera and Ruhudji—are simple, yet 
comfortable bush camps that offer more amenities and comforts than most 
people expect in such a remote setting.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  OTHER EXOTICSOTHER EXOTICS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

FLY FISHING DUBAI
United Arab Emirates 
We are thrilled to include this program in the Yellow Dog destination 
line-up, and we consider fishing in Dubai as a “must-add” option for 
anyone heading to the Seychelles, Tanzania, Oman, or anywhere 
else that is accessed via a transfer in Dubai. Whether you have a 
short afternoon lay-over that allows for a half-day of fishing, or 
if you prefer to add a number of days on the front or back end of 
another trip to fish and explore Dubai, this is an option that we 
highly recommend. The main target species are the ever-present 
queenfish, which are truly a perfect species for fly fishing. They are 
big, strong, and aggressive, and they love to jump once hooked. 
This makes for an amazing visual spectacle – from the first violent 
take to the final landing of the fish. The outfitter that we work with 
is the pioneer operation for the region, with more than 16 years of 
experience fishing the waters of Dubai. 
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a complete line up of activities and amenities for non-
anglers. Many now offer beautifully appointed rooms, 
gourmet food, spa services, and guided non-angling 
activities on top of world-class fishing. Yellow Dog is 
more than happy to help arrange a fantastic couples trip 
itinerary anywhere in the world, and we have ranked and 
rated all of our destinations to come up with a list of what 
we feel are the very best options for couples.

couple’s destinations

INTERNATIONAL OPTIONS
Alphonse Island Resort (Seychelles)  Page 15

Bahia De Los Suenos (Baja, Mexico)  Page 34

Caerula Del Mar (Andros, Bahamas)  Page 43

Cinco Rios Lodge (Coyhaique, Chile)  Page 86
 
Copal Tree Lodge (Punta Gorda, Belize)  Page 25

Campeche Tarpon (Campeche, Mexico)  Page 33

Kamalame Cay Resort (Andros Island, Bahamas)  Page 43

Oman Fly Fishing (Sultanate of Oman)  Page 126

Owen River Lodge (South Island, New Zealand)  Page 91

Patagonia River Guides (Trevelin, Argentina)  Page 78

Remota Resort (Puerto Natales, Chile)  Page 86

Small Hope Bay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas)  Page 42

Turtle Inn (Placencia, Belize)  Page 25

Victoria House (Ambergris Caye, Belize)  Page 25

W    hile there are certainly a large number of 
  fishing lodges that are great for hardcore, 
 no-frills anglers, we frequently hear from 
clients and anglers who are specifically looking for 
destinations that can accommodate and cater to couples 
and non-fishing significant others. The great news is more 
and more operations are now offering legitimate fishing 
opportunities paired with a high degree of luxury and 

DOMESTIC OPTIONS
Brush Creek Ranch & Spa (Saratoga, Wyoming)  Page 113 

Complete Fly Fisher Lodge (Wise River, Montana)  Page 107

Enchanted Lake Lodge (Katmai Region, Alaska)  Page 101

Henry’s Fork Lodge (Last Chance, Idaho)  Page 112

Lodge at Palisades Creek (Swan Valley, Idaho)  Page 112

Madison Double R (Cameron, Montana)  Page 107

Madison Valley Ranch (Ennis, Montana)  Page 109

North Fork Crossing Lodge (Ovando, Montana)  Page 111

Ruby Springs Lodge (Alder, Montana)  Page 107

Shields River Lodge (Clyde Park, Montana)  Page 109

South Fork Lodge (Swan Valley, Idaho)  Page 112

White River Inn (Cotter, Arkansas)  Page 114
 

COUPLE’S TRIPS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

exist. The fishing lodges and operations listed below all 
cater to non-anglers and family members with a variety of 
exciting non-angling activities and options. From babysitting 
services and kids’ programs to a full line up of side trips and 
adventure tours, we’re confident that your entire family will 
enjoy a vacation at any one of the following operations. 
For help in planning your next “family-fishing-multi-activity-
vacation,” contact Yellow Dog today and let’s get started.

family destinations

 t Yellow Dog Flyfishing, we appreciate how tough 
   it can be for anglers to balance their fishing 
     addiction with the vacation demands of family 
and kids. If you’re trying to plan a trip and looking to 
combine great fishing with a fun family adventure that will 
please everyone involved, we CAN make this happen! We 
handle hundreds of family trip packages each year, and we 
promise that win-win fishing and family options do, in fact, 

A
DOMESTIC OPTIONS
Brooks Lodge (Katmai National Park, Alaska)  Page 103

Brush Creek Ranch (Saratoga, Wyoming)  Page 113

Eleven “Outpost” Mothership (Dulac, Louisiana)  Page 115

Kulik Lodge (Katmai National Park, Alaska)  Page 101

Madison Double R (Cameron, Montana)  Page 107

Middle Fork of the Salmon Float Trip (Idaho) Page 111 

North Fork Crossing (Ovando, Montana)  Page 111

Shields River Lodge (Clyde Park, Montana)  Page 109

Silver Bow Club (Divide, Montana)  Page 110

Smith River Float Trips (Central Montana)  Page 111

Sunrise Pack Station Horsepacking (Yellowstone Park)  Page 110

Tordrillo Mountain Lodge (Alaska Range, Alaska)  Page 102

 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  FAMILY DESTINATIONS

INTERNATIONAL OPTIONS
Alphonse Island Resort (Seychelles)  Page 15

Copal Tree Lodge (Punta Gorda, Belize)  Page 25

Crocodile Bay Resort (Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica)  Page 121

Dubai Fly Fishing (United Arab Emirates)  Page 126

El Pescador Lodge (Ambergris Caye, Belize)  Page 21

Grand Slam Lodge (Punta Allen, Mexico)  Page 32

H20 Bonefishing (Grand Bahama, Bahamas)  Page 39

Poronui Lodge (North Island, New Zealand)  Page 92

Small Hope Bay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas)  Page 42

Stella Maris Resort (Long Island, Bahamas)  Page 44

Swain’s Cay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas)  Page 42

Turneffe Island Resort (Turneffe Atoll, Belize)  Page 21

Turtle Inn (Placencia, Belize)  Page 25

Remota Resort (Puerto Natales, Chile)  Page 86
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Yellow Dog is proud to partner with and endorse the Anglers 
Academy Fly Fishing Schools – a comprehensive learning 
program that is run and directed by long-time Yellow Dog 
team member John Hudgens.

When it comes to fly fishing schools and instructional 
programs, there are plenty of offerings out there. Some are 
casual, some are short, and in the end, most aren’t much 
more than a glorified guide trip. Very few are based on the 
concept of a comprehensive fly fishing education and the 
creation of the “complete” angler. 

With these programs, instructors comprised of 
distinguished, professional experts from throughout the 
industry offer comprehensive, hands-on sessions that are 
tailored to both intermediate and advanced anglers. These 
programs are designed to help you refine your skills so that 
you can enjoy more productive and fulfilling experiences 

in all types of fly fishing situations. We invite you to join this 
talented staff for fun and interactive instruction in some of 
the most iconic fly fishing locations in the U.S. West.

“A complete fly fishing education”

Women’s Course at the Madison RR Lodge
May 1 – 5, 2022
4 nights / 3 days is $4,995.00 per person
Limited to 12 students

Advanced Course at the Harriman State Park
July 24 – 29, 2022
5 nights / 4 days is $5,995.00 per person
Limited to 12 students

Signature Course at Elk Creek Ranch
August 6 – 11, 2022
5 nights / 4 days is $4,995.00 per person
Limited to 12 students
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WWW.YELLOWDOGFLYFISHING.COM
(406) 585-8667 • (888) 777-5060

FOUR GREAT REASONS TO 
BOOK YOUR NEXT TRIP 
WITH YELLOW DOG:
We Match Every Client with the Right 
Destination
At Yellow Dog, we have a very simple philosophy. We 
don’t care where you go as long as it’s the right place 
and the right match for you. We never sell a trip based 
on exclusive contracts we have with lodges or on 
beds we’re obligated to fill. Rather — with a full line-
up of distinctive locations, accommodations, and price 
points — we match you and your expectations with the 
destination that’s just right for you.

Yellow Dog’s Services are 
Always Free to You
When you book a trip through Yellow Dog, you never 
pay more than if you were to book directly with a lodge 
or outfitter. You get hands-on assistance, valuable 
insider information, pre-trip planning materials and total 
support on all levels — all at no additional cost to you. 
Sometimes clients think, “I’m sure I can save money if I 
do this on my own.” Not only is that a false assumption, 
but more often than not, booking a trip on your own 
ends up costing you more, especially when you factor 
in your time, headaches, and the very real possibility of 
booking sub-standard guides or the wrong lodge.

Incredibly Detailed Pre-Trip Planning 
Materials
Here at Yellow Dog, we’re very proud of the in-
depth pre-trip planning materials we provide for 
each and every trip we book. Yes, we love beautiful 
pictures and colorful graphics, but we also know 
that savvy travelers appreciate — and expect — 
relevant and up-to-date information. When booking 
with Yellow Dog you’ll always receive useful, 
detailed and up-to-date information specifically 
written for your exact destination. 

Why Wouldn’t You Utilize Every Resource 
Available to Make Your Next Trip 
Exceptional?
Most people wouldn’t think of crafting a life insurance 
policy or selling a home without using an experienced, 
professional agent. So why should your fishing travel 
— something that involves both your valuable vacation 
time and your money — be any different? (Especially 
when our services cost you nothing?) Working with 
Yellow Dog results in a better trip — each and every 
time. As we’re fond of saying, using our services is like 
having a backstage pass to the world of fly fishing. 

YELLOW DOG’S 
MISSION STATEMENT:
“Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures 
is committed to delivering the very 
best customer experience possible. 
We pair honest, relevant and 
valuable advice with technical know-
how and first-hand knowledge of 
every destination we book, thereby 
delivering extraordinary fishing and 
travel experiences that are custom-
tailored to our clients’ specific goals 
and expectations.” 
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THE YELLOW DOG 
TRAVEL WEBSITE
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com
With over 245 different lodges and 
destinations (both international and 
domestic) in 29 different countries, the 
Yellow Dog website is the most in-depth, 
informative and detailed online resource for 
fly fishing travel. The site is home to dozens 
of trip planning tools, travel resources, 
research platforms and 
current trip reports: a 
resource designed to 
give anglers the very 
best information to plan 
and organize all types of 
fishing adventures. 


