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Photo credits throughout the catalog include Jim Klug, Bryan Gregson, and Ian Davis. The vast majority of the photos 
used throughout the catalog are shot by the Yellow Dog team. A small number of un-credited, non-Yellow Dog 

images in this catalog were provided by Yellow Dog clients or directly by lodges. Catalog layout and design by Scott 
Morrison of Morrison Creative of Livingston, Montana.
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The Year In Review…and the Year Ahead
There is a progression and sequence of “growth” that every angler experiences in their fishing evolution. Most 

anglers delight in the high level of excitement that comes with their first introduction to the sport. There is an 

eagerness that accompanies new discoveries, as fundamentals come together, skills develop, and moments of 

success are found. This early phase is often defined by a yearning to catch as many fish as possible, and numbers 

seem important. 
For many, the focus gradually evolves from catching a “lot” of fish to simply wanting big fish. The desire to 

chase trophies and capture grip-n-grin photos of big fish grows strong. There is no doubt that coming tight on a big 

fish and bringing an older, wiser specimen to hand can be extremely satisfying, and – for some – validation of the 

time and focus that has been invested.
The next rung up the ladder is often species-specific, with the need to catch a certain type of fish or a difficult 

or exotic species. This quest usually involves traveling to new and distant waters, and species such as tarpon, 

trevally, steelhead, peacock bass, and permit begin to enter the picture.

The final level of progression – and perhaps the most elevated in terms of angling enlightenment – shifts the 

focus from the act of simply “catching” to a powerful awareness of the amazing places where fish are found. A 

true appreciation for the places that fishing takes us soon exceeds all other facets and attractions of the sport; 

the people, culture, scenery, solitude, and of course, adventure take precedence over the actual catching of fish. 

Yes, fishing is the reason (or the excuse) for making the trip, but the tangible on-the-ground experiences, cultural 

immersion, and destination takeaways collectively become the goal. This mindset is perhaps more significant and 

certainly more appreciated after the global events of the past few years.

As we pause to reflect on the past year at Yellow Dog, we can say with gratitude that fly fishing travel and 

the business of destination angling in 2022 has been a whirlwind. With many veteran anglers eager to make up 

for lost time – combined with a crop of anglers who recently found their way to the sport and are now looking to 

experience new fisheries – our team has been busier than any time in our 23 years of operation. (The pendulum 

swung, and it swung hard!) Looking forward to 2023, we anticipate another exceptional and eventful year 

at Yellow Dog. We’re excited at the prospect of continuing to connect our clients with special places and the 

fisheries and communities that are so much a part of adventure angling and travel. We want to help you attain 

“enlightenment” and focus on the amazing places where fish are found.

Our lineup of destinations continues to grow. In 2022, we expanded our European program to include two 

remarkable destinations in Ireland and Spain. Closer to home, the addition of Puerto Rico and Turks & Caicos 

shows that overall, the Caribbean is still the leader in accessibility and productive saltwater fishing. Yellow Dog 

has also added new operations in the Yucatan, South America, the US West, and the Indo-Pacific region to ensure 

that we continue to represent the most diverse lineup of lodge options in the world of fly fishing travel. We have 

also sustained our commitment to build and expand the Yellow Dog Community and Conservation Foundation 

(YDCCF) – supporting projects, communities, and conservation efforts throughout the world of fly fishing. With 

every trip booked through Yellow Dog, a portion goes back to the Foundation to help preserve, protect, and 

enhance the communities and fisheries we love. 
Behind the scenes, Yellow Dog has also grown and diversified with a major expansion into retail for gear, 

equipment, and flies. We recently purchased one of the most established and successful fly shops in the Northern 

Rockies, gaining immediate access to every top brand in fly fishing and the ability to now offer our customers and 

clients the most relevant equipment and fly solutions (and availability) for the world of fishing travel. Moving 

forward, we’ll not only be able to book and arrange the best adventures in the world, but we can also outfit you 

with exactly what you need for success on the water.
We’re excited for the months and years ahead, and we anticipate that despite economic ups-and-downs and 

a world that at times seems crazier than ever, things will remain busy. After all, traveling to distant waters and 

finding solitude with a fly rod in hand is something that we all need more than ever. For our clients, we cannot 

overstate the importance of booking early and planning future trips well in advance. Many of our destinations are 

more in demand than ever, with some anglers reserving prime dates years in advance. Locations such as Bolivia, 

Patagonia, Cuba, and certainly the Seychelles continue to deliver incredible angling and adventure experiences, 

and as such, they are highly sought after by both new and repeat clients. While many of our lodges could 

potentially add more anglers and increase capacity, most are holding tight to smaller angler numbers to minimize 

pressure and deliver consistently great on-water experiences for years to come. 

Thank you for all that you have done with Yellow Dog over the past 23 years. Whether you are brand new to 

the Yellow Dog family and excited to bring plenty of fish to hand, or a seasoned traveler searching for remote and 

impactful locations and experiences, we appreciate your business and remain at your service for the future. 

An amazing world of fishing awaits, so give us a call today and let’s get started!

Jim Klug 
CEO - Yellow Dog Flyfishing
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INTRODUCING THE 
NEW YELLOW DOG 
FLY SHOP AND 
RETAIL LOCATION
In November of 2022, Yellow Dog acquired one of the most established fly 
shops in Montana, rebranding the retail location as “Yellow Dog Flyfishing.”

We now have the ability to directly assist with all of your destination-specific 
equipment and fly sourcing for the world of fly fishing!
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Unbiased information. 
Our philosophy for choosing the right lodge or destination 
for our customers has always been very straightforward: We 
don’t care where you go as long as it’s the right destination 
for you. We want to send you to the location and operation 
that matches with exactly what you are looking for. With 
the Yellow Dog retail offerings and services, it will be the 
same way. We carry all of the top brands in the industry, but 
we’ll only recommend the gear, flies and technical apparel 
that we know will work well for a specific destination. Our 
Yellow Dog team is made up of industry professionals, 
veteran guides, and experienced anglers. Collectively, we’ve 
spent thousands upon thousands of hours preparing for, 
traveling, and fishing all over the world. Through extensive 
field experience and relationships with local guides, we’ve 
accumulated a wealth of knowledge regarding the best gear, 
flies, and apparel required to be as prepared as one can. With 
the new retail platform, we look forward to sharing this 
knowledge with our cusotmers.

Visit Us at our Bozeman, Montana Retail Location!
The Yellow Dog Flyfishing retail shop is located in Four 
Corners – eight miles west of downtown Bozeman.

Why the move into retail? 
Quite simply, Yellow Dog needed the ability to provide 
the RIGHT destination-specific equipment for our 
traveling anglers. While we have always supported (and 
steered business towards) local fly shops and independent 
retailers, the fact is that most fly shops don’t stock gear and 
equipment for far-off destinations or different fisheries. We 
needed a solution – and a legitimate gear source – for our 
traveling clients.  When you head to a new destination – be it 
a domestic fishery or lodge located halfway around the world 
– having the right flies, terminal tackle and gear can literally 
make the trip. Whether you’re fishing for peacock bass in the 
Amazon, chasing bonefish on the flats of Andros, or headed 
south to Argentina or Chile, Yellow Dog can fully prepare 
and outfit you with exactly the right flies and equipment. 
Relevant information, customer support, and hand-selected 
equipment for each and every destination we book. It’s now a 
one-stop shop – from top to bottom. 

We’re building out a pretty incredible platform 
and on-line store, and we look forward to 
launching the new website very soon!

NEW YELLOW DOG 
E-COMMERCE SITE AND 
ON-LINE STORE COMING 

IN SPRING 2023!
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Ask a group of experienced anglers to name the greatest dry fly rod of all time, and the T&T Paradigm 
is sure to be mentioned more than once. Over twenty years later, we’ve followed the same inspiration 

that made the original into a legend to create a new Paradigm for the 21st century.

the next generation

THE PARADIGM SERIES, 5 MODELS FROM 3 - 6 WEIGHT

www.thomasandthomas.com
H A N D M A D E  I N  A M E R I C A

THE ROD YOU WILL EVENTUALLY OWN

es t 19 6 9

T&T Ambassador Alec Gerbec on the Snake River Wyoming
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Two dozen flyfishers were gathered around a lodge 
dining-room in fall of 2016. It was early morning on a 
beautiful, sunny, high-country Colorado day, and we’d come 
together to fish in a low-key fundraiser. Several people 
hovered near the kitchen, selecting warm pastries off a 
table. Others mingled and made introductions next to a 
window that looked out over prime, riverfront real estate. 
Three men sat together on a couch watching the morning 
news, until an image of Hilary Clinton flashed on the screen, 
prompting one of them to get up and loudly proclaim, “That 
stupid bitch!” as he walked away shaking his head.

My initial reaction wasn’t one of agreement or 
disagreement; it was a question: “What kind of man thinks 
twenty other anglers want to hear his political views shouted 
across a crowded room at 7 a.m. on a Saturday? His opinion 
wasn’t what offended me—I would’ve felt no differently had 
he given a similar perspective on Donald Trump. What was 
offensive is that he felt compelled to share it. 

Endless pre-holiday editorials warn of the wreckage 
political discussions can bring to a Thanksgiving or 
Christmas dinner, with MAGA-hat wearing Uncle Norm 
seated across from Sienna, his niece, a sophomore at Sarah 
Lawrence. Precautions are sensible in these familial settings, 
but when that Yuletide meal is over, Norm will head back to 
Tulsa and Sienna to Brooklyn. At a flyfishing lodge, both may 
be stepping onto the same skiff in the morning. And they’ll 
have six more dinners to go.

There is but one obvious solution, right? The time-
honored cliché of “no religion or politics at the dinner 
table.”  This rule can work, or can be made to work, if 
a host is up for enforcing it. But there is another, less 
authoritarian answer: remembering that your packing 
list for the trip did not include your personal grievances, 
misplaced anger, and bitter political resentments. Walt 
Whitman may have written the words first, but it took Ted 
Lasso—the hero we need—to make them famous over a 
game of darts:  “Be curious, not judgmental.”

I have spent nearly thirty years sitting around fishing-
lodge and skiing-lodge dinner tables, from the Yukon to 
the Alps to the Amazon jungle, and the conversations I’ve 
been fortunate enough to hear and partake in have been as 
memorable, educational, and entertaining as the fishing and 
skiing itself, sometimes more so. And yes, politics was often 
part of those discussions. Indeed, politics made for some of 
the best discussions, but only when guests with differing 
viewpoints brought good faith and humility to the table, 
which used to be more common. 

We’re in different times now. And this isn’t nostalgia 
talking. Nearly half of all Americans have stopped talking 
politics with someone. Reports from lodge owners, hosts, 
booking agents, and outfitters have shown an increasing 
number of guest experiences being negatively impacted by 
the brazen political opinions and outspokenness of certain 
other guests they shared a week with. We can’t expect 
America’s political divide to magically close after a plane 
ride to the Caribbean. But since friendly debate is, or ought 
to be, partly a search for common ground, any two anglers 
should at least feel an ounce of unity in their shared love of 
chasing fish in faraway places. And that’s a start.

Besides, even if every guest in a room generally agrees 
politically, there’s a fair chance that some of them took a 
vacation partly as a break from politics of any kind. In other 
words, communal time at a lodge isn’t just about respecting 
everyone’s political views, it’s about recognizing that a 
dinner table holds a captive audience from which no one 
should feel a compelling need to “escape.”

If you’re the kind of political junkie who just can’t help 
yourself in this scenario, then at least table the debate until 
after supper, when you can meet your sparring partner on 
the back deck and loudly ignore each other’s talking points 
mano a mano over a bottle of Beam. Remember, this is for 
everyone else at the lodge. Because it’s their week, too, and 
nothing screams unrelaxed and joyless like a dinner stuck 
between alpha-males mansplaining climate change. 

 
  
 

Table Talk By Tom Bie – The Drake Magazine
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C to our shared experiences in these 
amazing locations. We form a deep 

love of these places by experiencing 
them firsthand, building relationships 

with the people who live and work 
there, and it’s through this connection 

that our desire to preserve and enhance 
these places originates. YDCCF’s mission has 

always been about ensuring that these places persevere 
and thrive, and that the communities and fisheries that are 
their bedrock are able to continue to provide livelihoods for 
the people who make them the amazing places that they are.

We welcome you to join us in helping 
to preserve, protect and enhance the 
communities we all love by making a donation 
to YDCCF by scanning the code at left.

 onscientious anglers 
 have always led 
 the charge when it comes 
to conservation and preservation of 
resources. As the world gets smaller, and 
human impacts greater, we must continue 
to proactively return value to the resources 
and communities that provide us with such amazing 
experiences. YDCCF was created to do just that, and in 
partnership with Yellow Dog Flyfishing, remains the only non-
profit Foundation focused solely on giving back to these special 
places. Every time you book a trip with Yellow Dog, a portion of 
your booking goes to YDCCF to help us give back. 

As traveling anglers in search of new places and adventures, 
we must be mindful of our impacts. Combining our dedication 
for both experiences and conservation, we at YDCCF know the 
strength of our dedication to conservation is inextricably tied 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Punta Allen is a small community at the tip of the Boca 
Paila Peninsula in the Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve. With 
less than 500 residents and an almost two-hour drive from 
the closest larger village, its remoteness is part of what 
makes it such an excellent angling destination, although it 
presents challenges for the people who call it home. YDCCF 
has been working with local residents to improve the living, 
learning and working conditions in Punta Allen since 2016. 
From building new bathrooms with running water for the 
school, to helping create a holding facility for recycling and 
refuse that washes up on the beaches, we have focused 
on projects that will improve daily life. We’re also helping 
build a new covered playground for the community. Our 
most recent and anticipated project was completed in 2022: 
a new dormitory for the school’s teachers that facilitates 
them being able to come and stay in the community for 
longer periods rather than making a daily commute. This 
increases teacher retainment, ensuring a better educational 
experience for the children. 

2022 GRANTS
MEXICO: 
• Xcalak – Xcalak English Project

BAHAMAS: 
• Abaco: Mangrove Cay Recreational Park
• Andros: Friends of the Environment Learning Center
• Grand Bahama: McClane’s Town Redevelopment
• Berry Islands: Local Food Web development
• Keep Fish Wet: Best C&R practices training module 

COOK ISLANDS: 
• Aitutaki: Marae Moana Champions program 

MONGOLIA:
• Healthy Taimen Festivals

MONTANA:
• Upper Yellowstone: Recreational Use Study
• Statewide: Montana Trout Unlimited Youth Camp 
 Program
• Statewide: FOAM Guiding for the Future Program
• Big Sky: Upper Missouri Waterkeeper – Gallatin 
 Headwaters Scientific study

ALASKA:
• Wild Salmon Center: Protect the West Susitna campaign

COSTA RICA:
• Jungle Tarpon Reserve Youth environmental education 
 program

ARGENTINA:
• Patagonia Fly Fishing Festival

To learn more about our ongoing work in Punta 
Allen, please watch our film here: 
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and guaranteed to deliver mind-blowing eats, GTs are found 
throughout the Seychelles islands.

Compared to the Caribbean or the Bahamas, this part of the 
world is not as readily accessible. Getting to the Seychelles 
can be time-consuming and more costly than other Yellow 
Dog packages. While not a difficult trip to make, the remote 
location of this small African nation usually means multiple 
flights before reaching your final destination. It is well worth 
the effort, however, and arriving on the pristine atolls and 
islands of the Seychelles is like traveling back in time to an 
ecosystem that is very much at its peak. When fishing the 
outer islands, you may feel as if you are the first person 
to set foot on a particular flat, which with some emerging 
fisheries, may be the case! While several atolls are home to 
established fisheries, the exploration and expansion of many 
of these programs continue every season.

In addition to the land-based operations on Alphonse, 
Cosmoledo, Farquhar, and Astove, Yellow Dog also offers 
live-aboard packages to Providence and Poivre – two 
fisheries that can only be accessed and fished utilizing a 
mothership platform. All six Seychellois fishing destinations 
we offer are incredibly popular, and we suggest that anglers 
and guests book well in advance. If you are looking to 
experience the saltwater fly fishing trip of a lifetime, each 
of the six Yellow Dog Seychelles programs ranks among the 
best fly fishing destinations in the world of travel.

SEYCHELLES TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, giant trevally, triggerfish, Indo-Pacific permit, 
bluefin trevally, milkfish, bumphead parrotfish, sailfish, wahoo and much more

SEASON: September through June

MAJOR AIR HUB: Mahe (SEZ)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for most 
countries

LANGUAGES: English, Seychellois Creole and French

CAPITAL: Victoria on the island of Mahe

A
  stunning tropical paradise including more than 115 
 islands, the tiny African country of the Seychelles is 
 barely visible on a world map. Upon arrival, however, 
 anglers are welcomed to a place that is wild and 
untamed, with pristine flats and crystal-clear waters vast 
beyond measure. Considered by many anglers to be the 
finest saltwater flats fishing destination on the planet, 
the shallow waters of the Seychelles offer unbelievable 
wade fishing and access to an astonishing and exotic 
number of saltwater species. When you factor in the sheer 
diversity of species, the seclusion of the fisheries, the jaw-
dropping beauty, and the consistently good action, you 
get a destination that is truly unlike any other. All of our 
Seychelles destinations and offerings — including the land-
based, out-island lodges and the live-aboard mothership 
operations — are managed and staffed by some of the 
most experienced and professional guides in the business. 
Collectively, we consider the guides in the Seychelles to be 
among the best we’ve encountered anywhere in the world.

The fishing throughout the archipelago is as diverse and prolific 
as any saltwater angler can imagine. Extraordinary numbers 
of honest, aggressive bonefish are standard, with Indo-pacific 
permit, triggerfish, various species of trevally, bumphead 
parrotfish, sailfish, milkfish, and dozens of other species found 
throughout the season. Over the years, the Seychelles has 
gained notoriety as the preeminent destination for targeting 
giant trevally. Many anglers travel here primarily for the “geets” 
that are as aggressive as they are strong. Lightning fast, violent, 
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ALPHONSE ISLAND RESORT
Seychelles
Alphonse Island Resort is the standout destination for anglers and non-
anglers seeking a balance in fishing and superb accommodations. The 
most high-end of the six Seychelles programs, Alphonse offers high-end 
amenities, exceptional service, great cuisine, and numerous non-angling 
activities. A standout feature for non-anglers is the resort’s full PADI dive 
program, providing access to some of the world’s finest diving scenarios. 
For anglers, the flats surrounding Alphonse are also world-famous, with 
incredible numbers of resident bonefish, multiple species of trevally, 
triggerfish, permit, milkfish, and more. During a week on Alphonse, 
anglers have access to a massive network of flats on nearby St. Francois 
– an area of more than 10,000 acres limited to only 12 rods per week. 
Along with the flats program, Alphonse features blue water offerings for 
sailfish, marlin, tuna, and wahoo. Given the diversity, accommodations, 
and non-angling options, Alphonse Island Resort ranks as one of the 
finest operations in the world. 

COSMOLEDO ATOLL
Seychelles
Cosmoledo is known as one of the finest giant trevally fisheries in the world 
and the benchmark destination for anglers searching for an explosive and 
action-packed saltwater flats fishing experience. The land-based facility 
on Cosmo – Cosmoledo Eco Lodge – provides both single and double 
occupancy rooms, air-conditioning, satellite Wi-Fi, an open-air beachfront 
social area, and fantastic meals. The lodge hosts a maximum of 12 anglers 
per week, with a two-to-one client/guide ratio. There are also a select 
number of single fishing (and lodging) spots available for those that 
want all the shots for themselves! Anglers can expect to target GTs and 
numerous other Seychellois species from skiff and on foot throughout the 
expansive flats and lagoon system. The home flats and beachfront close 
to the lodge offer superb fishing for anglers eager to maximize time on the 
water throughout the week. Of all the Seychelles programs, availability on 
Cosmoledo is the hardest to come by, given its incredible reputation and 
annual fishing productivity. 

FARQUHAR ATOLL
Seychelles
Farquhar Atoll is the most southern atoll in the Seychelles chain of islands – 
home to what may be the greatest diversity of species and fishing scenarios 
in the Seychelles. In addition to bonefish, several species of trevally 
(including GTs), Indo-Pacific permit, and triggerfish, Farquhar is one of only 
two islands in the Seychelles where anglers can target and wade fish for 
the beautiful and bizarre bumphead parrotfish. This super-remote, fishing-
focused program offers unprecedented access to low-pressured, white sand 
and turtle grass flats – all easily accessed from the comfort of the lodge. 
The lodge hosts a maximum of 10 anglers per week from the comfortable 
Farquhar guesthouse offering air-conditioned rooms, excellent food, and 
immediate access to the flats. Guests walk from the lodge directly into the 
skiffs each morning to begin the quick and easy run to the flats. 

SEYCHELLES  Quick, easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  SEYCHELLES
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ASTOVE ISLAND
Seychelles
Astove Island is known for being wild and rugged, offering one of the most isolated 
saltwater fly fishing experiences found anywhere. The tiny atoll features a variety 
of fishing scenarios, including hostile shore breaks, expansive coral flats, blue 
water, and white sand flats that are ideal for wading. Overall, Astove is suitable for 
anglers who appreciate a wild and challenging fishing experience. The main lodge 
is only 500 feet from the famous “Wall” of Astove, where the flat sheers off and 
immediately drops from just a few feet to over 3,000 feet deep. This small, land-
based operation accommodates only six anglers per week in a comfortable and 
spacious island guesthouse. 

PROVIDENCE ATOLL
Seychelles
One of the most inaccessible and remote locations in the world of fly fishing, 
Providence Atoll is ideal for adventurous anglers seeking an expeditionary, live-
aboard experience. You can expect long days on the water, hard-working and 
adventurous guides, a wild and untouched marine environment, and access to 
impressive numbers of giant trevally, bumphead parrotfish, triggers, and giant 
bonefish. New for 2023, anglers have two live-board options for Providence. 
The first – the MV Maya’s Dugong – is a former research vessel modified into a 
mothership that caters explicitly to long-range fly fishing expeditions. The second 
option is the higher-end Quo Vadis – a luxury 75-foot expedition catamaran that 
accommodates only six anglers per week. Outfitted with three purpose-built 
flats skiffs equipped with polling platforms, the catamaran’s shallow draft allows 
passage to areas most vessels of this size can’t access. 

POIVRE ATOLL & ST. JOSEPH’S ATOLL
Seychelles
With the highest concentration of Indo-Pacific permit of any fishery in the 
Seychelles, Poivre and St. Joseph’s Atoll are niche destinations perfect for hard-
core permit addicts. Only thirteen miles apart, these two small atolls are accessed 
from the Quo Vadis – a 75-foot catamaran that comfortably accommodates four 
anglers, two guides, and a crew of three. While these small fisheries offer some 
opportunities to giant trevally and bonefish, this program is primarily for anglers 
committed to focusing on Indo-Pacific permit. Remote, distant, and only accessible 
via mothership, this is truly an exceptional out-island experience.

ST. BRANDON’S ATOLL
Mauritius - Indian Ocean
One could argue St. Brandon’s Atoll is more undisturbed and unfished than 
any established saltwater fishing destination on earth. A shallow-water atoll 
outcropping in the middle of the Indian Ocean, St. Brandon’s comprises over 50 
small islands and numerous coral ridges. A comfortable and spacious land-based 
guesthouse offers anglers the perfect base of operations for accessing the atoll’s 
premier fishing opportunities. The primary claim to fame for this fishery are the 
St. Brandon’s bonefish – among the largest found anywhere on the planet. Legit, 
double-digit bonefish are always a possibility in this fishery. The atoll also offers 
consistent opportunities for strong numbers of Indo-Pacific permit, as well as more 
limited numbers of seriously large giant trevally.

SEYCHELLES  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

Photo: Bryan Gregson Photography
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basically divided into two areas. The first includes the 
tarpon and snook fisheries of the northern Peninsula: 
Campeche, Rio Lagartos, and (further to the west) Tabasco. 
These historic port towns offer an immersive cultural 
experience in places that typically see few tourists and even 
fewer anglers. In these fisheries, anglers can target juvenile 
tarpon and snook in a maze of mangrove islets, lagoons, 
and flats that are ideal for both novice and experienced 
anglers. The second area includes the world-famous 
southern flats fisheries of Ascension Bay, Espiritu Santo Bay 
and Chetumal Bay – waters that collectively may offer the 
best permit fishery in the world. Tarpon, snook, and prolific 
numbers of bonefish are common in these waters, and it 
is possible to have shots at all these species throughout a 
single trip. The southern Yucatan and the famous “bays” 
boast stellar lodge operations, and some of the finest 
saltwater guides found anywhere. 

Overall, the Yucatan is the perfect destination for all 
types of anglers – from first-time flats fishermen and 
intermediate anglers looking to improve their saltwater 
game to seasoned veterans looking to focus on the southern 
Yucatan’s prolific numbers of permit. Our comprehensive 
programs and options throughout the region allow clients 
to find the right lodging, location, and fishing scenario 
any time of year. With a healthy diversity of species, easy 
access, abundant and varied fishing opportunities, and the 
best overall value in saltwater flats fishing, the Yucatan 
truly offers something for everyone.

YUCATAN TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, barracuda, 
jacks, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Cancun (CUN) and Merida (MID)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for 
most countries

LANGUAGE: Spanish

STATE CAPITALS: Merida (State of Yucatan), Chetumal (State of 
Quintana Roo) and Campeche (State of Campeche)

    he Yucatan Peninsula is one of the most impressive 
 saltwater fisheries on earth – home to impressive 
 numbers of bonefish, permit, snook and tarpon. 
  World-famous destinations such as Ascension Bay, 
Chetumal Bay, Campeche, Espiritu Santo … all are amongst 
the most productive in the Western Hemisphere, and all are 
a quick and easy trip from the United States. With regular 
flights in and out of the Mexican cities of Cancun and Merida 
from US international airports, travel is typically quick, 
easy, and free of the headaches that other international 
destinations can present. Furthermore, the overall value of 
these trips is legitimate, given the productivity of the fishing, 
the quality of guides, and the overall Mexican experience. 

The vast estuaries and flats systems throughout the Yucatan 
provide the infrastructure for the region’s highly productive 
fishery. An abundance of cenotes and mangrove habitat 
provides critical infrastructure and nutrients for juvenile 
species to prosper. The result is a fishery where anglers can 
target bonefish, tarpon, snook, permit, and more all in a 
single trip – and sometimes even in a single day. Dozens of 
other species are also available for the adventurous angler. 
Jacks, barracuda, sharks, snook, snapper, grouper, and other 
flats and reef species all offer outstanding action on a fly or 
light tackle set-up every month of the year. Few locations 
boast as many angling options, scenarios, and overall 
numbers of species as the Yucatan.

The Yucatan fisheries that Yellow Dog represents are 

T
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XFLATS LODGE
Xcalak, Mexico
Located on a remote beach near the tiny Mayan village 
of Xcalak, Xflats Lodge offers a high-value, fishing-
focused program with one of the most enjoyable, high-
energy settings and atmospheres found anywhere in 
the Caribbean. The service, location, food, long days 
on the water, and the overall caliber of the guides 
have collectively made this operation a Yellow Dog 
favorite for chasing permit, bonefish, and tarpon. With 
direct access to the protected waters of Chetumal Bay, 
expansive oceanside flats, and hidden backcountry 
lagoons (as well as a “home flat” and fishing directly 
in front of the lodge), this is a solid option for those 
seeking a strong diversity of species with a particular 
slant towards permit.

PLAYA BLANCA LODGE
Espiritu Santo Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
The private island of Punta Pajaros grants anglers 
unprecedented access to the flats of Espiritu Santo 
Bay and the secluded Santa Rosa Lagoon system. 
Collectively, these are some of the least-pressured and 
most productive permit, snook, bonefish, and tarpon 
waters in the entire region. Playa Blanca Lodge offers 
the same type of high-caliber service, amenities, and 
fishing program as its sister lodge to the north, Casa 
Blanca, with the main difference being the secluded 
location and private setting at Playa. Direct, round-
trip charter flights to the lodge are also included in all 
packages. This is an excellent option for anglers looking 
to combine great fishing with the key elements of a 
gorgeous and very private tropical beach vacation. 

CASA BLANCA LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
Surrounded by the Ascension Bay marine ecosystem, 
Casa Blanca has long been recognized as one the most 
famous and established fishing lodges in the Caribbean. 
Easily accessed by the lodge’s private airstrip, travel to 
Punta Allen is markedly faster and more comfortable via 
a direct, round-trip charter from Cancun that is included 
in the package. With direct access to the Ascension 
Bay fishery – home to impressive numbers of bonefish, 
snook, tarpon, and permit – this is a great destination 
for first-time saltwater anglers, seasoned veterans, 
intact groups, fishing families, and couples. The lodge’s 
100-yard concrete pier has also gained notoriety as a 
night-time social event and productive fishery for tarpon, 
jack crevalle, and permit. 

YUCATAN  Quick, easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  YUCATAN
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GRAND SLAM LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula
Grand Slam Lodge has long been a Yellow Dog favorite, 
given its fantastic accommodations, first-rate guides, 
and convenient access to the renowned flats of both 
Ascension Bay and the permit-rich waters of the Boca 
Paila lagoon system. The lodge is set on the outskirts 
of the town of Punta Allen on a remarkable stretch of 
pristine beachfront. The high-end and spacious rooms, 
menu, customizable arrival and departure options, and 
a private boat transfer from Tulum are just a few of the 
fantastic features at the lodge. Family-friendly and 
fishing-focused, Grand Slam has developed a fantastic 
reputation for providing anglers and companions with 
an exceptional Yucatan experience.

PESCA MAYA LODGE
Sian Ka´an Biosphere, Yucatan Peninsula
Situated in the heart of the 1.3 million-acre Sian Ka’an 
Biosphere Reserve, Pesca Maya offers one of the 
best values found anywhere in the region. Totally 
surrounded by the waters of Ascension Bay and the 
Boca Paila lagoons, this is a well-established and 
proven program for permit, bonefish, and tarpon. 
Pesca Maya’s experienced and seasoned guide team 
delivers an incredibly diverse fishing experience, 
with access to hundreds of square miles of flats and 
lagoons. In business for more than 25 years, Pesca 
Maya moved to a new location in 2022 – a beautiful, 
private guesthouse overlooking the Caribbean. With 
four air-conditioned rooms and great social areas, this 
is a fantastic option for small groups of anglers as well 
as families. Guests can arrive and depart on any day of 
the week for trips of any length. 

THE PALOMETA CLUB 
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula 
The Palometa Club claims to be the “#1 Permit Lodge in 
the World” – a statement supported by the impressive 
number of permit their experienced guides routinely 
deliver. The fishing program utilizes a 1:1 guide-to-client 
ratio, allowing for more eyes on the water and plenty 
of guidance while pursuing schools of permit. Located 
in the heart of the small fishing village of Punta Allen, 
the Club underwent an extensive overhaul in 2022. 
Renovated rooms, an onsite fly shop, reliable internet, 
outdoor social areas, and a complimentary bar are 
some of the amenities guests can expect during a week 
at the Club.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  YUCATANYUCATAN  Quick, easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and books the following lodges and destinations throughout 
Mexico and the Yucatan. For detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing information, and photos, 
scan the code below.

ASCENSION BAY LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula

COSTA DE COCOS LODGE
Xcalak, Mexico

ESPIRITU SANTO BAY (ESB) LODGE
Punta Herrero, Mexico

KAY FLY FISHING LODGE
Ascension Bay, Yucatan Peninsula

SCORPION atoll FLY FISHING
Arrecife Alacranes, Mexico

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  YUCATAN

FLY FISH CHETUMAL
Chetumal, Yucatan Peninsula
An enormous body of water, Chetumal Bay is located 
on the southern coast of the Yucatan Peninsula on the 
Belizean border. The fishery in the northern corner 
of this massive bay is one that few people have 
experienced or even heard about, and the area sees few 
anglers and very little fishing pressure. These waters 
offer year-round opportunities for bonefish, permit, 
and snook, as well as some of the largest tarpon in 
the region. Fly Fishing Chetumal is the only operator 
in this tucked-away corner of Chetumal, and anglers 
can expect to have these waters all to themselves. 
Accommodations are in the beautiful Villa Marcela 
Calderitas Oxtankah – a small, high-end operation that 
accommodates up to six guests at a time. 

YUCATAN  Quick, easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

FIN CHASERS 
Playa Mujeres, Yucatan Peninsula
Playa Mujeres is located only 40 minutes north of Cancun 
on the edge of the popular resort zone: an area that is 
the gateway to the beautiful Mar Caribe Biosphere. This 
expansive fishery stretches more than 50 nautical miles 
from the Rio Manatee (north of Cancun) to Cabo Catoche 
(the line where the Caribbean meets the Gulf of Mexico). 
With an extensive system of sandy flats, mangroves, and 
backcountry lagoons, this easily accessed fishery provides 
year-round opportunities for juvenile tarpon, snook, permit, 
and the occasional bonefish. Located relatively close to the 
Cancun Airport, this is the ideal lodge and fishing option for 
a quick weekend getaway or a longer, all-inclusive package. 
Anglers can arrive and depart on any day of the week – at 
any time of day – and trips of any length can be arranged.



24

listed below are all fantastic. With very little tourist traffic 
and few anglers, the northern areas of the Peninsula offer a 
very unique and remarkable feel. With all of these options, 
exciting fishing is paired with cultural immersion in authentic, 
non-touristy settings. Most of the tarpon itineraries are fully 
customizable, allowing travelers to select the trip length, 
lodging options, and inclusions that best suit them. 

YUCATAN TARPON DESTINATIONS

CAMPECHE TARPON
Campeche, Mexico
The picturesque city of Campeche was designated a 
United Nations World Heritage (UNESCO) site in 1999, 
making it a unique and special place to visit. With 
an untouched and undeveloped mangrove coastline 
stretching north from Campeche for over 100 miles, the 
fishing for tarpon in the 5-to-20-pound range can be 
fantastic throughout the year. Campeche Tarpon offers a 
variety of different lodging options, and trips of any length 
can be accommodated.

ISLA DEL SABALO
Northwestern Yucatan
The “Island of Tarpon” is located on the northwestern part 
of the Yucatan in the small, off-the-grid fishing village of 
Isla Arena. This small lodge offers anglers the opportunity 
to target tarpon in the 5-to-25-pound range, with larger 
fish occasionally found. This is a great option for a 
productive introduction to tarpon fishing, with typically 
high numbers and consistent action.

TABASCO FLY FISHING
Frontera, Mexico
A tarpon-focused outfitting and guide program based in the 
southern Mexican state of Tabasco, this program is a far 
cry from more established lodges in the Yucatan. Ideal for 
those who want to experience total immersion in the “real” 
Mexico – with an authentic, off-the-grid travel experience 
and access to incredible baby tarpon fishing. The fishing 
here is all about numbers, with anglers regularly catching 
dozens of small tarpon over a typical day. 

TARPON CAY LODGE
Rio Lagartos, Yucatan Peninsula
West of Cancun, the Mayan town of Rio Lagartos offers 
anglers incredible juvenile tarpon action, with consistent 
action on a year-round basis. Most tarpon in this fishery 
run anywhere between 5 to 15 pounds, with larger 
fish occasionally found. Shots at barracuda and snook 
are common, with permit opportunities found on the 
oceanside flats. With short rides to and from fishing and 
plenty of action, this is a great location for anglers of all 
skill sets. 

TARPON TOWN CAMPECHE
Campeche, Mexico
Located in the beautiful and historic city of Campeche, 
Tarpon Town offers a variety of lodging options, trips of 
any length, and consistently good action for shallow 
water tarpon and snook. The owner of Tarpon Town also 
runs our Scorpion Atoll program, meaning these two 
locations can easily be combined for a unique, customized 
trip itinerary. Campeche blends year-round sight fishing 
for juvenile tarpon with access to numerous cultural and 
non-angling activities.

W
 ith vast amounts of healthy and undeveloped 
 juvenile tarpon habitat, the northern coastline of 
 the Yucatan Peninsula is home to what may be the 
 best baby tarpon action found anywhere. Whether 
you are new to tarpon fishing and looking to gain experience 
with “baby Kings,” or someone who simply appreciates high 
numbers of fish and consistent action, the tarpon options 
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for many of the village’s families.”
What initially began as a means of improving the 

communication between the lodge staff and clients quickly grew. 
By including local children in the program (along with guides 
and lodge staff), the school opens new doors for young people 
in what is largely an impoverished region. While the area will 

preserve its own language and 
customs, introducing English 
to a community supported by 
the tourism industry will allow 
future generations prosperity 
and growth. 

The idea for XEP came 
from Carson Klug, the fifteen-
year-old daughter of Yellow 
Dog founder, Jim Klug, and 
his wife, Hillary, an educator 
in the Bozeman community. 
From a young age, Carson 
was impacted by the small 

fishing communities she visited throughout Central and 
South America. As she began her high-school years, she 
wanted to create a program that would help anyone eager to 
improve their education and language skills, and through 
family connections, her vision became a reality. “To travel to 
the Xcalak community and spend time working with people 
of all ages was an incredible experience. It was every bit as 
rewarding – if not more – for the instructors as it was for the 
students. We hope to make this an ongoing and annual project 
in Xcalak.”

As with all YDCCF programs, a combination of donor 
support and funds allocated by Yellow Dog made the project 
possible. When you book a trip through Yellow Dog, you can 
take pride in knowing a portion of your funds are going to 
protect, preserve, and enhance the communities, fisheries, and 
places that matter to anglers. Looking forward, Yellow Dog 
and YDCCF will continue to invest in and support the people, 
businesses, and projects who are collectively the backbone of the 
fishing communities we hold dear.

To learn more about the Xcalak English Project or to support 
project efforts for the future, please visit www.ydccf.org

YDCCF SPOTLIGHT: THE XCALAK ENGLISH PROJECT
 ere at Yellow Dog, our team believes in the 
 responsibility of leaving the places we visit better 
 than we found them – to use our voices, reach, and 
 brand as a vehicle for positive change and protection. 

Whether that be environmental stewardship, conservation 
campaigns, or infrastructural investments in local communities, 
Yellow Dog and the Yellow Dog 
Community & Conservation 
Foundation (YDCCF) are 
committed to giving back to the 
fishing-related communities 
who have given us so much.

This past year, YDCCF 
helped launch the first annual 
Xcalak English Project in the 
small town of Xcalak, Mexico. 
Located on the border of the 
Yucatan and Belize, Xcalak 
is a small fishing village that 
has – over the years – become 
a preeminent destination for saltwater anglers. The Chetumal 
Bay fishery surrounding Xcalak provides year-round access 
to permit, bonefish, tarpon, snook, and numerous other game 
species. Introducing new economic resources through tourism 
and fly fishing has provided Xcalak residents with a reliable and 
consistent income and a foundation for future prosperity. 

What the Xcalak community has traditionally struggled with, 
however, was an educational component for those looking to 
improve their English-speaking skills: proficiencies that are 
often-times paramount for finding work in the tourism and 
lodge sector. The Xcalak English Project was created to offer 
an immersive educational program designed to empower 
those in the local community with improved language skills. 
In coordination with XFlats Lodge, YDCCF, Bozeman High 
School-based ESL instructors, and Bozeman student Carson 
Klug, week-long curriculums were created and offered to fishing 
guides, hospitality staff, and their families. The program focused 
on oral and written language development through interactive 
dialogue, games, and vocabulary lessons, with continued online 
education to reinforce development. “Fly fishing means life 
for Xcalak,” commented XFlats Lodge owner Jesse Colten. “It 
means a sustainable economy for the community and great jobs 

H
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BAJA

EL BAHIA DE LOS SUENOS
Baja Peninsula, Mexico
Nestled in the picturesque “Bay of Dreams,” El Bahia de Los Suenos is a secluded, full-service lodge and resort operation 
with exciting fishing opportunities on Baja’s East Cape. Specializing in providing personalized service and amenities for both 
anglers and non-angling companions, the lodge is the perfect blend of a high-end, fishing-focused program and beachfront 
paradise. With top-class accommodations, a seasoned guiding staff, and sweeping views of the picturesque bay, the location 
and lodge are almost too good to be true. 

Guests at El Bahia de Los Suenos stay in custom waterfront villas. Each morning, the fishing starts almost immediately, as the 
bay and surrounding waters are considered one of the area’s hotspots for roosterfish and numerous other species. Inshore 
fishing for roosterfish, jacks, ladyfish, giant needlefish, pompano, and other species is done from the beach and a panga. The 
action is fast and furious with a fly rod, requiring quick casts and fast retrieves!

 ocated at the tip of the Baja Peninsula, Baja’s East Cape 
 is as celebrated and productive a fishery as its 
 counterparts in the Yucatan, but markedly different. This 
    is one of the world’s most prolific and diverse coastal 
and bluewater fisheries and arguably the best destination 
to target roosterfish from the beach or fishing in-shore from 
a panga. In addition to roosterfish, the unique underwater 
topography and sudden coastal drop into deep water mean 
migrating pelagic species are common in the area. Add the 

huge numbers of resident shallow-water species, and you 
have the formula for electrifying fly fishing.

Fishing in Baja can be good year-round, but conditions are 
best for fly fishing from May through July and from mid-
September through late October. During these months of 
typically fair weather, an abundance of baitfish in the area 
attracts roosterfish, jacks, dorado, billfish, tuna, wahoo, and 
more, and the action can be fantastic.

L

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  BAJA
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BELIZE
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BELIZE TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, barracuda, 
jacks, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUB: Belize City, Belize (BZE)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for 
most countries

LANGUAGES: English and Caribbean Creole

CAPITAL: Belmopan

W
 hether you’re looking for a hardcore fishing-
 focused adventure, a first-time saltwater 
 experience, a well-rounded family beach vacation, 
 or the perfect couples get-away, Belize is a 
destination that truly offers something for everyone. 
Seemingly created and designed with the angler in mind, the 
tiny country of Belize is home to some of the finest saltwater 
fishing and eco-opportunities on earth — from the bonefish-
filled northern flats surrounding Ambergris Caye, to the 
legendary permit waters of Punta Gorda along the southern 
border. Yellow Dog was founded in Belize more than 23 
years ago, and we feel confident that no other company 
knows and represents Belize better than we do!

Simply put, the entire coastline of Belize is a productive 
fishery. The northern waters surrounding Ambergris (near 
the border between Belize and Mexico) are considered some 
of Central America’s most diverse angling waters. Bonefish, 
permit, tarpon, and snook are found throughout this region, 
making it a popular destination year-round. The mangrove-
lined coast of Central Belize holds great numbers of juvenile 
tarpon and snook, along with bonefish and permit further 
offshore along the reef and in the pristine waters of Turneffe 
Atoll. In southern Belize, expansive permit flats run parallel to 
the coastline along the Meso-American Reef, delivering some 
of the best permit fishing on the planet. The rich ecosystems 
and variety of angling opportunities throughout the country 

make Belize as dynamic of a fishery as one could hope for in 
an area relatively close to the United States. 

With a total population of only 385,000 people, Belize 
is a small country by Latin American standards — with 
approximately the same land size as the state of New 
Hampshire. Tucked just below Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, 
Belize is the smallest country in all Central and South America 
and the only country in the region where English is the 
official language. An astonishing 50 percent of the country 
is permanently protected as park land or nature preserve – 
something that has furthered Belize’s reputation as a pristine 
eco-paradise. No other Central American country offers 
such an intriguing mix of tropical jungles rich with wildlife, 
mysterious Mayan temples, healthy coastal environments, 
world-class diving, and consistent fishing throughout the year. 
The country is quick and easy to access, with direct flights 
into Belize City from eight major U.S. cities and the ability to 
arrive and depart any day of the week. 

There is truly something for everyone in Belize, with 
established lodges, mothership operations, and even private 
island retreats scattered along the country’s coastline and 
the barrier reef. Given our diverse line-up, longstanding 
relationship with local outfitters and guides, and a wealth 
of experience, we can create the perfect itinerary and trip 
package for your travels to Belize.  
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TURNEFFE ISLAND RESORT
Turneffe Atoll, Belize
One of the most storied and historic sportfishing operations 
in Belize, Turneffe Island Resort is located on its own private 
island on the southern tip of Turneffe Atoll. Nearby flats and 
productive fishing areas means anglers can be fishing within 
minutes of leaving the dock each morning. First opened by 
Vic Barothy in 1964, this operation is part of saltwater flats 
fishing history, and its longevity speaks for itself. Over half 
a century later, the resort is still the ideal destination for 
permit and bonefish-focused anglers, families, intact groups 
of friends, kids, non-anglers, and divers. Standard packages 
include seven nights lodging with six fishing days (Saturday to 
Saturday). Partial week packages may be available at certain 
times of the season. 

TURNEFFE FLATS LODGE
Turneffe Atoll, Belize
Located 35 miles off the coast of mainland Belize, guests at 
Turneffe Flats Lodge have access to over 250 square miles 
of flats, reefs, and shallow-water lagoons. The lodge is also 
surrounded by a huge home flat, offering immediate access 
to wade fishing on your own before and after each day of 
guided fishing. This is the ideal destination for anglers who 
enjoy pristine, isolated sight fishing paired with comfortable 
accommodations, top-tier amenities, and great service. The 
waters of Turneffe Atoll are home to exceptional populations of 
bonefish and permit. Anglers can find snook and resident tarpon 
throughout the year, as well as larger tarpon during the spring 
and summer months. Options for non-anglers include a full PADI 
dive and snorkel center and an eco-focused, fully guided “Atoll 
Adventure” program.  

EL PESCADOR
Ambergris Caye, Belize
Situated on Ambergris Caye in northern Belize, El Pescador Lodge 
is one of the most established, experienced, and well-known 
fishing lodges in the Caribbean. The area surrounding the lodge 
is home to the largest “classic” tarpon flats in the world outside of 
South Florida, and tarpon, permit, and large numbers of bonefish 
can be sight-fished every month of the year. Accommodation 
options are in classic lodge rooms or spacious private villas, and 
property amenities include the hopping Grand Slam Bar, three 
swimming pools, a fully stocked fly shop, paddleboards, and use 
of high-end rods and reels if necessary. Nearby San Pedro is a 
great beach town with excellent non-angling activities and the 
best nightlife in all of Belize. Itineraries can accommodate any 
number of nights and guided fishing days, and guests can arrive 
and depart on any day of the week. 
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BLUE HORIZON LODGE
Placencia, Belize
One of the most famous fishing lodges in Central 
America, Blue Horizon is strategically situated on a 
private island off the coast of Dangriga in the heart of the 
South Water Caye Marine Reserve. Founded by one of 
the forefathers of permit fishing – Lincoln Westby – the 
lodge is directly situated in the middle of what many 
consider the most productive and reliable permit area in 
the Caribbean. The lodge was completely renovated and 
re-opened in 2020, so the accommodations, services, 
and amenities are still new and fresh. This is a great 
destination for true permit junkies, with interesting 
history, seasoned guides, and one of the best overall 
locations in the Caribbean. 

BELIZE PERMIT CLUB
Hopkins, Belize
Permit fanatic and long-time Yellow Dog associate Wil 
Flack created this six-person lodge to provide anglers 
with the ideal base of operations for fishing the permit-
rich waters near Hopkins. Best described as a permit-
focused program delivering long days on the water and 
a fanatical focus on chasing the “black-tailed devil,” 
BPC offers intimate accommodations, excellent boats 
and equipment, and experienced, “fishy” guides. While 
tarpon, bonefish, and other species are occasionally 
found throughout this area, anglers should understand 
the lodge focuses primarily on permit. Located on the 
banks of the Sittee River only minutes from the ocean, 
the lodge is easy to access. A typical stay is seven nights 
with six days of fishing. 

COPAL TREE LODGE
Punta Gorda, Belize
Arguably the most unique resort in all Central America, 
Copal Tree sits atop a magnificent jungle mountain, 
offering spectacular views of southern Belize, 
Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea. With a gorgeous 
jungle setting, a diverse line-up of non-angling activities, 
and high-end amenities, Copal Tree combines a deluxe 
eco-lodge experience with access to world-class permit 
fishing. The suites at Copal Tree tower over the thick 
forest canopy, designed to take in the scenic beauty and 
the sounds of the Belizean jungle. Copal Tree is ideal for 
couples, families, and anglers looking to combine permit 
fishing, various non-angling options, cultural excursions, 
incredible cuisine and wines, and a luxury resort setting. 
Arguably the top couples destination in the region.



33BELIZE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  BELIZE

BELIZE RIVER LODGE
Ladyville, Belize
In business for over 60 years, Belize River Lodge is 
conveniently located on the banks of the Olde Belize 
River – minutes from the international airport in the 
central part of the country. Well-suited for anglers 
looking for a quieter, more intimate setting and a fishing-
focused atmosphere, the lodge offers fast and easy 
access to the lower sections of the Belize river, coastal 
inlet areas, and numerous offshore cayes and flats. 
BRL is a well-established, year-round lodge destination 
with legitimate trophy tarpon opportunities during the 
spring and summer. A short ride from the airport, BRL is 
the easiest of all the Belize destinations for arrivals and 
departures, with no additional flights or ferries required. 

TARPON SANDS
Drowned Cayes, Belize
A private, island-based lodge operation that features 
veteran guides and a location only 20 minutes off 
the coast from Belize City. This area is home to one 
of the most prolific tarpon fisheries in the Caribbean, 
with resident fish ranging from 20-to-60 pounds and 
migratory summer tarpon in the 100-to-180-pound range. 
Due to the prime location of the small island lodge, 
typical daily runs to the most productive fishing areas 
average 15 minutes or less, meaning you can fish earlier 
in the morning, come back to the lodge for breakfast 
or lunch, and head back out for a late afternoon and 
evening session. This is the ideal location for an intact 
group of 4 to 8 anglers seeking a productive Belizean 
fishing experience and an island to themselves.

SEA DREAMS
Caye Caulker, Belize
Caye Caulker’s alluring charm and no-hurry 
atmosphere provide a relaxing home base for both 
anglers and non-angling companions – at a price 
point that is the most attractive in all of Belize. With 
connector flights and ferry service from Belize City 
or nearby Ambergris Caye, Caye Caulker is both a 
stand-alone destination and a great option for adding 
on to another Belizean fishing destination. Home to 
resident tarpon, permit, and bonefish, area waters 
deliver year-round. Sea Dreams Hotel offers a rare 
combination of easy access and laid-back tranquility, 
with a friendly staff, dedicated guides, a rooftop bar, 
a private dock, and one of the best locations in the 
entire village.
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YELLOW DOG also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and 
destinations throughout Belize. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, 
pricing information and photos, scan the 
code below. 

THE LODGE AT CHAA CREEK
San Ignacio, Belize

GARBUTT BROTHERS LODGE
Punta Gorda, Belize

PLACENCIA RESORT
Placencia, Belize

RISING TIDE LIVE-ABOARD
Central Belize

THATCH CAYE
Hopkins, Belize

TURTLE INN
Placencia, Belize

VICTORIA HOUSE
Ambergris Caye, Belize

It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

BELIZE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

LONG CAYE OUTPOST LODGE
Long Caye, Belize
A small, off-the-grid guesthouse operation located 
on the undeveloped island of Long Caye in Central 
Belize, the Outpost is less than 30 minutes from 
the mainland. Operated by Belize River Lodge, the 
Outpost is situated in the heart of an area known for 
impressive numbers of permit as well as seriously 
large tarpon. Ideal for intact groups of four-to-six 
anglers, guests can fish earlier in the morning and 
much later into the evening without the long boat 
runs typically associated with other lodges in the 
region. Furthermore, the flats surrounding the lodge 
see far less pressure than many areas in Belize due 
to their isolated location. 

ABSOLUTE FLUORoCARBON
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“ There no excuse for losing a fi sh. Especially after we’ve worked so hard 
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“There’s no excuse for losing a fish. Especially after we’ve worked so hard 

to get a shot at it. SA’s Absolute Saltwater Fluoro Tippet is strong and 

abrasion resistant, so I am confident every time I set. No compromises.”
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    sent a friend to Andros with six dozen custom bonefish 
 flies. I spent weeks working on the selection, creating 
 what I thought was a diverse and multi-faceted selection of 

proven patterns with different sink rates, sizes, and colors. When 
I saw his call come through following his trip, I settled in, eagerly 
awaiting his report and excessive praise for my hand-picked 
selection and fly tying abilities.

“The guides only wanted to fish Gotcha Clousers,” he 
recounted, “they told me that nothing else in my box would work.” 
I was in disbelief, having spent hours at the vise hoping to provide 
him with a bounty of options and something “new.” I tried to ignore 
the petty annoyance, telling myself it wasn’t my flies — only that the 
guides didn’t have confidence in patterns outside of their favorites. 

Opening your fly box for a new guide can be an anxiety-
inducing process. You study their face for any reaction: a 
disapproving frown, a confident smile, or a quizzical scratch of 
the temple. Often, the guide runs their hand over the flies as if 
they are translating braille. Eventually, they pluck out a single fly, 
bounce it in their palm to test the weight, and hand it over without 
a word. “He likes it, he likes it!” you think to yourself, waiting for a 
pat on the back and a “Way to go, Tiger!” that never arrives. 

Fly selection is a touchy process, with guides and anglers 
often opinionated or downright stubborn about the patterns they 
trust. Confidence in specific fly patterns (or the lack thereof) is 
influenced by a multitude of factors, ranging from generational 
knowledge, personal experiences, and, most certainly, how a 

By Aaron Wood
“That Won’t Work.” 

I
The Great Fly Dilemma 

pattern has recently fished. Ask a guide what his favorite go-to 
pattern is, and it’s likely to be whatever fly fished well the day 
before. More specifically, if you ask a group of top guides from 
Cuba, the Yucatan, Belize, and the Bahamas what the all-time 
best permit fly is, you will likely hear a chorus of competing 
opinions. The chances of a group of seasoned and qualified 
guides agreeing on the same “best” fly is marginal at best.  

Sometimes, the factors that go into fly selection can feel like 
a complicated mathematical equation: water depth x clarity x tidal 
movement ÷ habitat x lighting ÷ angling ability - guide preference 
+ bottom color … the combinations are endless. So how do you 
put together the most relevant, effective, and proven selection of 
flies for different preferences and opinions when angling abroad? 
Here are a few key pieces of advice when it comes to buying, 
tying, or sourcing flies for your next adventure:

1. Keep An Open Mind (and Don’t 
Get Your Feelings Hurt)

Remember that a pattern that one guide swears by and 
loves, another guide may totally avoid. Suppose you arrive 
at a destination with a selection of flies you sourced after 
independent research or a collection you purchased through 
someone in the know. If that guide tells you that “nothing you 
have will work,” know that is simply not true. Fly “favorites” vary 
among guides, and a guide’s favorite pattern could simply be 
the last fly that brought a fish to hand!
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2. Variety, Variety, Variety
By bringing a wide range of fly patterns, you have a 

better chance of getting on the same page with your guide 
(and – more importantly – the fish). Pattern, color, and size 
are all considerations, and changing any of these factors can 
sometimes make a difference. When a lodge recommends you 
bring a specific pattern that is their “go-to” fly, your best bet is 
to bring that pattern in a variety of colors, in a range of sizes, 
and – if the fly is a subsurface pattern – with different sink rates. 
While you likely won’t fish every pattern you bring, the flies you 
purchase or tie should last for many trips if they are cared for 
and protected. Fishing with a different guide each day of your 
trip? No problem. A diverse selection means that each guide will 
likely find something they want to fish.

3. Sink Rate Matters
Quite possibly the most critical component of fly selection in 

saltwater and numerous freshwater situations. With water depth 
changing due to location, terrain, and/or tidal movement, striking 
a balance between presentation and sink rate is essential to 
success. Depending on the target species and the general 
water depth, a variety of sink rates and weights can ensure 
you’re “in the zone” in almost any scenario. Remember that if 
the fish doesn’t SEE the fly, it doesn’t matter what pattern, size, 
or color it is.

4. Presentation > The Fly
This may be counterintuitive to previous suggestions, but it 

is an oft-overlooked component of fly selection. Some anglers 
get too caught up in fly choice, scapegoating or writing off a 
particular pattern when the bonefish they were targeting bolts 

into the blue. While the fly you tied with premium Snuffleupagus 
hair (hard to find, lately) on your grandfather’s heirloom hooks 
could have not been appealing to a particular bonefish, a 
poor presentation is far more likely to be the root cause of 
refusal. Too many false casts, smacking the water with the 
fly, an unnatural or inconsistent strip, the shadow from your 
line or leader … all of these factors are just as important as 
the fly pattern itself. Long story short, ensure your casting and 
presentation is up to par. The fly alone is unlikely to save you.

5. Confidence is Crucial
Faith in your fly selection is crucial. More experienced 

anglers have proven patterns and know that the right fish will 
move on the fly. When you’re totally confident in the pattern 
you’re fishing, it allows you to focus on the mechanics of the 
cast and the actual presentation without any nagging doubt. 
Always listen to your guide but be confident in what you’re 
fishing and convinced that no matter how a particular fish 
reacts, you’re in the game.

6. Don’t Be Afraid to Negotiate
If you’re a fly tyer and have brought along a number of your 

own patterns or creations, chances are good you want to put 
them to the test. This also applies if you’ve purchased a large 
selection of flies you hope to fish! Once again, you want to trust 
your guide, and it makes sense to go with his local knowledge 
and flies he knows have been working. But don’t be afraid to 
discuss your patterns with your guide and be sure to mention 
any patterns you want to try. Once a fish or two has been 
landed, the pressure is “off” the guide, and the time can be right 
for throwing out, “how about we try one of THESE?”
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CUBA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, tarpon, permit, snook, barracuda, 
jacks, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round, with the best fishing opportunities found 
throughout the spring and early summer months (especially for the 
migratory tarpon)

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Havana (HAV), Camaguey (CMW) and Cayo 
Coco (CCC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport as well as a Cuban 
travel visa, with which Yellow Dog can assist

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Havana

C
there has never been a better and more impactful time to 
support the guides and the small businesses directly linked to 
recreational fishing in Cuba. Support for the Cuban people is 
today more critical than ever, and infusing a bit of “fly fishing 
capitalism” into the country can and will make a difference 
for the Cubans that are the heart and soul of this fishing 
infrastructure. Many of these guides also serve as rangers 
and monitors in the marine protected areas where great 
fishing is found, providing critical overwatch and protection 
from illegal fishing activity. These guides are genuinely some 
of the nicest, kindest, and hardest-working people in the 
world, which is one of the many reasons why we love visiting 
and spending time in Cuba. 

It is important to note that as an overall destination, Cuba is 
not a fit for everyone. A high degree of patience is required to 
enjoy and truly appreciate Cuba. A “go-with-the-flow” attitude 
is critical when spending time in a country that, in many ways, 
is broken and working with limited resources. Your patience, 
however, is almost always rewarded with new experiences, 
unique memories, exposure to the wonderful people and the 
warm culture of Cuba, and some of the most fantastic fishing 
opportunities found anywhere in the Caribbean. 

If you’ve been thinking about a trip to Cuba, Yellow Dog is 
happy to help with the facts and with navigating current 
regulations. We know that a handful of online travel 
companies and even small fly shops offer trips to Cuba, 
but the reality is that most of these entities lack legitimate 
experience when it comes to dealing with OFAC regulations 
and working within the proper channels. This is not an easy 
place to organize a detailed trip, and to do Cuba the right 
way, to eliminate potential problems, and to ensure that a trip 
is legal, an agent truly needs to know the ins-and-outs of how 
Cuba works.

 uba is a destination that for decades has been closely 
 tied to the political landscape of U.S. politics. For over 
 sixty years, the U.S. embargo against Cuba has remained 
 in place, with regulations dictated by the U.S. Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). And while the political 
relationship between the U.S. and Cuba remains confusing, 
it is legal to travel to Cuba as long as it is done correctly. 
Yellow Dog has been traveling and sending anglers to Cuba 
throughout the political fluctuations of the past several U.S. 
administrations, and we’ve worked closely with OFAC legal 
experts to ensure that our trip itineraries are within the scope 
of current U.S. regulations. When you book with Yellow Dog, 
you can rest assured that your trip is legal, fully compliant 
with current U.S. regulations, and above board in every way 
possible – which is important since Cuba is one of the world’s 
most exciting places to fish! 

When it comes to pristine flats and low angling pressure, 
combined with impressive numbers of tarpon, permit, and 
bonefish, Cuba is truly in a league of its own. The fishing areas 
we represent and offer in Cuba – the Jardines de la Reina, 
Cayo Largo, Juventud, Playa Larga, Paredon, Las Salinas and 
Cayo Romano – are among the most unspoiled and protected 
ecosystems found anywhere in the Caribbean. During the right 
times of the year, the fishing can rival any saltwater destination 
on the planet. That said, a trip to Cuba is also about the cultural 
experience and seeing a country that has changed little since 
the late 1950s.

Now is a great time to visit Cuba for several reasons. First, 
traveling to this unique destination is like stepping into a time 
warp. Cuba is changing, but it is still possible to experience the 
country now – before a massive change occurs. Secondly, the 
fisheries that we offer in Cuba continue to be well-managed 
and protected, which means that anglers can experience 
marine ecosystems that are still pristine and productive. Finally, 
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JARDINES DE LA REINA
Southern Cuba
Jardines de la Reina is a vast marine park and archipelago located off the 
southern coast of Cuba’s main island. Collectively, it is a fishery larger in size 
than the entire Florida Keys, with far less fishing pressure. This massive area is 
ideal for anglers in search of remote fishing, a totally pristine and untouched 
ecosystem, and long days on the water. Large numbers of tarpon in the 40-to-
80-pound range, as well as bonefish, permit, jacks, barracuda, and numerous 
other species are common in the fishery. Rates for the fishery fluctuate, with 
peak rates starting mid-February. The annual tarpon migration, a target 
species, runs from late April into July. Anglers (and divers) interested in visiting, 
fishing, and exploring this amazing area have the choice of multiple live-aboard 
options, including the motherships Avalon II and III for large groups and Avalon 
IV for single skiffs or smaller groups. 

CAYO ROMANO
Northern Cuba
The Cayo Romano fishery focuses on a 280-square-mile protected marine 
area that includes a massive network of white sand flats and lagoons. This 
land-based program utilizes a new, all-inclusive beachfront resort located a 
short golf cart ride from the dock and skiffs. The area’s shallow waters offer a 
combination of hard-packed white sand flats and semi-firm, mottled bottoms 
– almost all of which are perfect for wading. Large numbers of fish and a 
high degree of species diversity make this the ideal destination for anglers 
looking to target primarily bonefish and permit, with tarpon present during the 
migratory months. 

CAYO LARGO
Southern Cuba
Cayo Largo (Long Key) is one of the finest permit fishing destinations found 
anywhere in the Caribbean and is often referred to as the ‘Permit Capital 
of Cuba.’ Previously a land-based hotel program, Yellow Dog’s Cayo Largo 
trips now utilize a mothership platform to better access and cover the fishery. 
The beginning of the season, from November to February, offers strong 
opportunities for large bonefish and permit, and the March to June timeframe is 
considered peak season for permit. The typical package to Cayo Largo is seven 
nights and six fishing days, with additional nights in Havana possible before and 
after your week of fishing. Additional days in Havana can easily be arranged – 
something Yellow Dog highly recommends as a valuable cultural experience. 

ISLA DE LA JUVENTUD (ISLE OF YOUTH)
Southern Cuba
A remote live-aboard operation in one of the least-visited and untouched 
fisheries in Cuba, this is a program where the mothership changes mooring 
locations and moves throughout the week, giving anglers immediate and easy 
access to the area’s best fishing. Well known for its abundant residential and 
migratory tarpon, the flats in this area are some of the most stunning in all of 
Cuba. In addition to the tarpon fishery, large bonefish and permit are always a 
possibility, along with snook, jacks, snapper and more. A trip to the Isle of Youth 
requires a night in Havana on the front end of the trip – a great addition to an 
overall Cuban cultural and fishing adventure. 
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ZAPATA PENINSULA
Southern Cuba
Similar in many ways to Everglades National Park in Florida, the Parque 
Nacional Ciénaga de Zapata is located on Cuba’s southern coast – roughly 
a three-hour drive from Havana. Defined by a huge network of mangrove 
wilderness and some of the most pristine beaches and flats in the entire 
region, this area is home to large numbers of rare birds, crocodiles, and fish 
species including tarpon, permit, snook, and bonefish. Ideal for small groups, 
the Georgiana liveaboard has six staterooms and a maximum group size of 
eight anglers for each full week of fishing. A rotation of single and double-
occupancy skiffs translates into lots of bow time for all.

CAYO PAREDÓN
Northern Cuba
Cuba’s “newest” destination, Cayo Paredón, is located off the northern 
coast of Cuba immediately to the west of the well-established Cayo 
Romano fishery. Situated in the middle of the massive Gardens of the King 
archipelago, Cayo Paredón has been protected from commercial fishing for 
years – allowing the populations of saltwater fish to flourish. This operation 
offers big bonefish, shots at permit, and opportunities for resident tarpon and 
larger migratory tarpon between late April into July. Hard-bottomed flats 
bordering deep blue channels allow for fantastic wade-fishing opportunities. 
With only four skiffs on any given week, this new land-based resort option 
offers a friendly price point and easy access via the Camaguey (CMW) 
International Airport. 

CANARREOS
Southern Cuba
In 2022, our Cuban outfitters introduced a program combining the best of 
both the Juventud and Cayo Largo fisheries from a single live aboard-based 
trip. The goal is to expose anglers to two of Cuba’s crown jewel fisheries and 
deliver the ultimate southern fishing package. Around the Cayo Largo area, 
you can target plentiful populations of bonefish and permit on endless white 
sand and turtle grass flats. To the west, Juventud offers extensive mangroves 
and a reef system that is home to large numbers of tarpon and snook. With 
the ability to move between both areas, this program enables anglers to 
target all species found throughout these protected waters. Canarreos has a 
limited operating season of mid-July through mid-February. 

PLAYA LARGA
Southern Cuba
This high-value, land-based option is located in the heart of the famous 
Bay of Pigs region – a short, three-hour drive from Havana. Unlike most of 
our other week-long Cuba programs, trip packages of any length can be 
arranged to Playa Larga, and anglers can arrive and depart on any day of 
the week. With this operation, anglers can choose from two amazing fishing 
options: fishing from skiffs on the Las Salinas flats for bonefish and permit or 
utilizing Bass Tracker boats for tarpon fishing in the Hatiguanico River. This 
is our most local and authentic option in Cuba – providing guests with a high 
degree of Cuban culture and a totally unique, non-resort cultural experience.

CUBA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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when planning and booking a trip to Cuba. While no travel 
bans currently prevent Americans from visiting the island, 
there are specific regulations that Americans must comply 
with. That is why all Yellow Dog trips to Cuba are structured, 
organized, and designed to follow up-to-date OFAC travel 
regulations – ensuring that our customers comply with current 
rules and specifics. 

Policies and regulations aside, it is worth mentioning that 
Cuba is still NOT a destination for everyone, and even if  

you love to travel, there may be a better 
fit than this island nation. Cuba remains 
a communist country, and outside of  the 
fishing operations, few things run smoothly, 
efficiently, or sensibly. Cuba is still operating 
with an infrastructure over 60 years old, and 
in most ways, it has yet to catch up with the 
rest of  the world. The COVID pandemic has 
also hit the Cuban economy incredibly hard, 
and as a result, inflation is now rampant, and 
just about everything on the island is in short 
supply. When you travel in Cuba outside of  
a packaged trip itinerary, you should prepare 
to deal with shortages of  almost everything. 
The fishing is usually incredible, however, 
and the marine ecosystems, flats, and 
fisheries are some of  the most pristine and 
productive in the entire Caribbean region. 
Anglers who venture to Cuba’s marine 
protected areas participate in fish counts and 
help to contribute to scientific data collecting 
to help monitor fish populations while also 
patrolling these protected waters from illegal 

fishing. Combined with directly supporting the Cuban 
people, it can be worth jumping through travel hoops and 
dealing with regulatory challenges to make the journey.

A trip to Cuba is about visiting the country and seeing a 
place that, in many ways, has changed little since the late 
1950s. The fishing can be exciting and productive, but a visit 
to Havana, Camaguey, or some of  the more rural areas of  

the island to experience the sights, the sounds, 
the people, and the warmth of  Cuban culture is 
what makes these trips truly exceptional.

Contact Yellow Dog today to learn more about 
the logistics and legalities of  traveling to Cuba. 

An Update on Cuba Travel Regulations:

“What’s the deal with 
traveling to Cuba?”

         rom Obama to Trump to Biden, U.S. policies on 
         dealing with Cuba – and what that means for travelers 
            – have been see-sawing back and forth for years. 
 In 2014, the “Cuban thaw” was initiated by the Obama 

Administration – greatly improving U.S. relations with Cuba and 
officially ending more than 55 years of  open hostility between the 
two countries. Travel restrictions were eased, as well as limitations 
on the importing and exporting of  goods between the U.S. and 
Cuba. By May 2015, U.S. travel to Cuba by Americans with no 
family ties to the country had risen by 
more than 35%.

In 2016, the Trump administration 
changed course, pursuing a much more 
antagonistic policy toward Cuba that 
included new restrictions on flights, 
trade, financial transactions, and travel. 
General tourism and certain types of  
individual travel by Americans took 
the biggest hit, and navigating the 
rules and regulations for Cuban travel 
(controlled and monitored by the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Office of  Foreign 
Assets Control) became much more 
complicated. During the 2016-2020 
timeframe, it was still legal for Americans 
to travel to Cuba, but new regulations 
required additional work and much more 
attention to detail

During the 2020 campaign, Joe Biden 
promised to renew US-Cuba relations 
and roll back some of  the Trump-era 
policies, which partially occurred in May 
of  2022 with a slight lift on sanctions to expand channels of  
communication between the U.S. and Cuba and increase travel 
and economic support. While these new policies reinstated some 
flights as well as certain types of  travel authorizations to Cuba, 
they did not match the Obama administration rules, 
which allowed for individual “people-to-people” 
travel.

Today, the legal aspects of  traveling to Cuba 
as an American remain … complicated. 
Policies and regulations can be tricky and 
confusing, so working with the right 
agency or services is imperative 

F
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BAHAMAS TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Primarily bonefish, with some possibilities for tarpon, permit, 
barracuda, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Nassau on New Providence (NAS), Freeport on Grand 
Bahama (FPO), and Marsh Harbor on Abaco (MHH)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for most countries

LANGUAGE: English    

CAPITAL: Nassau

T
and are once again fully functional. With exceptional fisheries, 
Grand Bahama and Abaco also offer various lodging options 
and accommodations to suit almost any need. 

Located further to the south, Andros Island - at 2,300 square 
miles in size - is the largest, most undeveloped island in the 
Bahamas. Its shallow waters and fisheries are the stuff of 
legend, carrying a well-earned reputation as the bonefish 
capital of the world. Also known as “The Big Yard,” Andros 
is home to approximately 8,000 inhabitants, most of whom 
reside on the eastern coast. It is also home to some of the most 
famous bonefishing lodges and the best guides in saltwater 
fishing. While Andros has always been one of the least-
explored islands in the Bahamas, it is the ideal destination for 
focused anglers, with thousands of square miles of pristine 
bonefish habitat and the ever-present possibility for shots at 
permit and large resident tarpon. 

Aside from the main fishing destinations Yellow Dog represents 
on Grand Bahama, Andros, and Abaco, additional out-island 
options include Acklins Island, Long Island, Crooked Island, and 
the Berry Islands. These isolated fisheries are ideal for longer 
trips or for those who appreciate a more secluded, out-of-the-
way setting. The further off the grid you travel in the Bahamas, 
the easier it is to find miles of endless, uncrowded flats and a 
rewarding fishery. 

Here at Yellow Dog, we love the Bahamas for anglers new 
to saltwater flats fishing and those looking to have a great 
first experience targeting bonefish. It is also our top saltwater 
destination for anglers looking to target trophy bonefish year-
round and sizeable permit and tarpon in the spring, summer, 
and fall. And finally, travel to the Bahamas is generally quicker 
and easier than most saltwater destinations, meaning more 
time spent in one of our favorite places.

   he Bahamas is near and dear to Yellow Dog’s core, and 
 the fact that the islands are so close to the United States 
 makes this a popular and easy destination for anglers 
 who prefer to maximize fishing time and minimize travel 
time. Regular, direct air access from the U.S. means the 
Bahamas are ideal for a quick weekend escape or a longer, 
multi-day fishing package.

The Bahamian archipelago covers 100,000 square miles 
and offers some of the finest bonefish habitats in the world. 
The majority of the flats in the Bahamas feature hard, white 
sand bottoms, which is why they rank among the best flats 
in the world for walk-and-wade fishing. In addition, shallow 
and generally gin-clear waters make the Bahamas a top 
destination for sight fishing. These prime bonefishing areas are 
so numerous and expansive that even in a lifetime of fishing, 
it would be almost impossible to visit and fish everything 
the Bahamas offers. For anglers interested in targeting 
other species in addition to bonefish, there are legitimate 
opportunities throughout the year (and throughout the region) 
for tarpon, barracuda, snapper, and permit. 

With an impressive combination of natural wonders, man-made 
attractions, modern tourism infrastructure, and endless fishing 
grounds, Grand Bahama is a destination that offers something 
for everyone. No matter where you fish on Grand Bahama, the 
waters surrounding the island are loaded with fish, including 
solid numbers of permit and some of the largest trophy 
bonefish in the world. Further to the south, the Abacos are a 
120-mile-long chain of islands and cays covering more than 650 
square miles of fishable waters. These waters offer countless 
uninhabited cays, pristine beaches, and huge expanses of virgin 
flats teeming with bonefish, seasonal permit, tarpon, and more. 
And while Hurricane Dorian struck Abaco and Grand Bahama 
hard in 2019, most of the established lodges have recovered 
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EAST END LODGE
Grand Bahama, Bahamas
East End Lodge has been a long-time favorite of the 
Yellow Dog team due to its optimal location close 
to the five bights on the far eastern end of Grand 
Bahama. This multi-bight fishery enables the East End 
guides to fish optimal tides and conditions throughout 
the day while hunting exceptionally large bonefish 
and permit. Damaged by Hurricane Dorian in 2019, 
East End Lodge was completely rebuilt and has now 
re-opened as the premier fishing operation on Grand 
Bahama. This program delivers long fishing days on 
productive waters with fantastic, experienced guides. 
Travelers can expect easy access to Grand Bahama, 
with numerous direct flights from the U.S. to Freeport 
and inclusive ground transportation across the island 
to the lodge.

H2O BONEFISHING
Grand Bahama, Bahamas
A great option for combining an outstanding fishing 
destination with all the offerings of a high-end, full-
service beach resort in the heart of Freeport, Grand 
Bahama. Great for anglers and non-anglers alike, 
the Freeport resort area offers a wide selection of 
restaurants, bars, shopping, golf, nightlife, and even 
a casino. The experienced guides of H2O trailer to 
different parts of Grand Bahama each day, allowing 
for direct access to the island’s most productive 
waters and flats based on weather, tides, and overall 
conditions. This is one of our favorite operations in 
the Bahamas: an excellent option for focusing on 
large numbers of bonefish as well as trophy-sized 
bones and permit at certain times of the year. 

CROOKED ISLAND LODGE
Crooked Island, Bahamas
Crooked Island is one of the least-visited islands and 
most productive fisheries in the Bahamas — about 
as far from the U.S. mainland as one can get and 
still be in Bahamian waters. Weather patterns are 
generally warmer, more consistent, and less volatile 
on Crooked than on other islands further to the north 
(especially during the winter months). Crooked Island 
Lodge accommodates a maximum of 12 anglers per 
week — ensuring the quality of fishing does not suffer 
from excessive pressure. The fishing around Crooked 
provides numerous bonefish opportunities on vast 
white sand flats, shots at permit and tarpon, and 
productive offshore and reef fishing.
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BROAD SHAD CAY LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas
Owned and operated by well-known Andros guide 
Captain Andy Smith, Broad Shad is one of the most 
exclusive and unique small-lodge operations in the 
entire Caribbean. Catering to only four anglers at a time, 
this intimate, one-of-a-kind lodge is built on a small, 
private island in a very remote location in Andros’ North 
Bight. Intentionally constructed equidistant between the 
east and west coasts, the lodge’s guides can always 
fish optimum tides with minimal running time. With no 
other lodges within 20 miles, Andy and his guides have 
unparalleled access to the surrounding flats. They 
specialize in huge, trophy Bahamian bonefish, making 
Broad Shad the perfect destination for serious anglers.

RED BAY SUNSET LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas
Located on the legendary West Side of Andros, 
Red Bay is ideal for anglers who are serious about 
targeting big fish. Opened in the fall of 2018 by our 
good friend and renowned Andros guide Benry Smith, 
the lodge is constructed in what is hands down the 
most coveted fishing location on Andros. The lodge’s 
prime location means anglers can fish north-to-south 
along the entire western side of the island. Anglers 
also enjoy quick and easy access to the celebrated 
Joulter Cays, which are only a short 15-minute boat run 
north of the lodge. A good deal of the fishing on the 
West Side is done from the skiff, as the bottoms tend 
to be soft and muddy. While the West Side is famous 
for huge bonefish, the flats surrounding the lodge are 
also prime for resident tarpon and large permit during 
certain months of the year.

DA BAY AREA BONEFISH LODGE
South Andros Island, Bahamas
One of the most reasonably priced options in the 
Bahamas, this small, locally-owned lodge overlooks 
the expansive Mars Bay – the southernmost settlement 
on Andros Island. The lodge offers easy access to 
the sprawling flats system on the southern tip of the 
island, and the bay fishery is home to a massive, highly 
productive network of bonefish flats. With home flats 
adjacent to the lodge, anglers can DIY wade fish late 
into the evening after a full day of guided fishing or take 
a relaxing day off to fish on their own. This is a great 
price-point option for anglers looking for the most bang 
for their buck.
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MANGROVE CAY CLUB
Mangrove Cay - Andros Island, Bahamas
One of the top options on Andros for anglers seeking an 
upscale fishing destination and high-end amenities in the 
heart of the productive “Bights” of Andros. The lodge’s 
prime location means anglers can productively fish with 
the tide cycles each day by crisscrossing the Bights. It also 
makes it possible to find cover during heavy winds. With 
the ability to explore both coasts of the island and access 
to a phenomenal amount of fishing area, this is one of the 
most diverse bonefishing destinations in the Bahamas. This 
lodge truly raises the bar for comfort and amenities with 
high-end accommodations, excellent food, an attentive 
staff, and hands-on management. We consider it to be one 
of the very best-run lodges anywhere in the Bahamas. 

SWAIN’S CAY LODGE
Mangrove Cay - Andros Island, Bahamas
Swain’s Cay is a small-scale beach resort that is a great 
base of operations for focused anglers as well as non-
anglers, families, and couples. From Swain’s, anglers have 
easy and direct access to the fisheries in the Middle and 
South Bights of Andros. There is also a home flat directly 
in front of the lodge, which guests can easily access on 
their own after a full day of guided fishing or on arrival 
and departure days. The lodge’s Reefside Restaurant & 
Bar serves up three-course dinners of fresh seafood, ribs, 
and chicken, and guests can enjoy post-fishing beverages 
on the wrap-around deck overlooking the water. Trips of 
any length can be arranged, and there are no specific 
transfer days, meaning you can arrive and depart on any 
day of the week. 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas
Located on the northeast coast of Andros, Small Hope Bay 
is one of the most established lodges in the Yellow Dog 
lineup. Opened in 1960, this small, family-owned-and-
operated resort overlooks a beautiful white sand beach. 
Boasting decades of consistent hospitality and top-notch 
service, Small Hope offers guests a memorable out-
island experience in an elegant but approachable setting. 
Anglers and non-anglers have direct access to the ocean, 
a protected shallow bay, and an inland creek – an area 
that collectively offers excellent flats fishing, kayaking, 
sailing, and snorkeling. Perfect for non-angling guests, the 
lodge is one of the top-rated snorkel and scuba programs 
in the Bahamas. Furthermore, the lodge is one of the best 
locations for DIY fishing opportunities on foot or via kayak.
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KAMALAME CAY RESORT
Andros Island, Bahamas
If you’re looking for an incredibly high-end, secluded, 
boutique resort set-up that also offers both DIY and 
guided bonefishing options, then this 97-acre private 
island operation may be the perfect retreat. Kamalame 
was designed for couples and families seeking a unique, 
intimate, and high-end Caribbean experience that 
caters to focused anglers and non-anglers alike. With 
several different lodging and private home options on 
the island, you can custom-create the perfect amenity 
and accommodations package for your family or group. 
Fishing guides leave directly from Kamalame’s marina 
each morning, or anglers can explore the home flats on 
their own via golf cart. 

CAERULA DEL MAR CLUB
South Andros Island, Bahamas
Previously known as the Emerald Palms, the totally 
renovated and vastly upgraded Caerula Del Mar Club 
is a full-service, upscale beachfront resort located on 
South Andros Island. Anglers and non-anglers alike 
will enjoy pristine, white sand beaches – with no other 
structures in sight. The Club features a large pool 
surrounded by lounge areas, a beachfront cabana bar, 
and a restaurant offering culinary delights prepared 
by world-class chefs. Whether you choose to fish off 
the beach, arrange for a guided flats day in the south 
bight, or charter an offshore day in the Tongue of the 
Ocean, the angling possibilities are as diverse as any 
destination in the Bahamas. The Club offers numerous 
non-angling activities and is ideal for couples and 
family trips.

BAIR’S LODGE
South Andros Island, Bahamas
Located on South Andros, Bair’s Lodge offers anglers 
direct access to vast, hard-bottomed flats and an 
abundance of cays, shorelines, and creeks. With expert 
guides and relatively short runs to productive fishing, 
Bair’s is a fantastic destination for anglers eager to 
wade for bonefish of all sizes. Other fishing opportunities 
revolve around permit, tarpon, and barracuda, as well 
as a seasonal offshore program for wahoo, tuna, and 
dorado. Spacious bedrooms, luxurious bathrooms, ocean 
views, and an open bar are just a few of the wonderful 
amenities Bair’s offers. Trips of any length can be 
organized – an added bonus for anglers looking to plan 
a short escape for a few days away. 

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  BAHAMASBAHAMAS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  



52
phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

ABACO LODGE
Abaco, Bahamas
Completely destroyed in 2019 by Hurricane Dorian, 
Abaco Lodge has been fully rebuilt and will be welcoming 
anglers back in the Spring of 2023. The new lodge features 
upgraded amenities and services and will no doubt be one 
of the nicest fishing operations in the Bahamas. The location 
of Abaco Lodge is one of its greatest advantages, as the 
property looks out over The Marls – one of the island’s 
most productive fisheries offering over 250 square miles of 
bonefish flats. Large numbers of bonefish on the flats are 
ideal for those who are new to the salt, and experienced 
anglers can opt to fish for larger bonefish commonly found 
along deeper channels or in nearby Cherokee Sound. 
While not plentiful, permit and tarpon are caught annually 
throughout this massive and renowned fishery with years of 
low fishing pressure. 

MOUNT PLEASANT LODGE
Andros Island, Bahamas
While there are a large number of full-service bonefish 
lodges located on Andros and throughout the Bahamas, 
few offer the “do-it-yourself” options, value and economical 
price-point of Mount Pleasant Lodge. This long-time Yellow 
Dog operation overlooks the huge flats of White Bight – one 
of Andros’ most beautiful pieces of bonefish water. With 
direct wading access to miles of flats directly from the 
lodge’s doorstep, this is a high-value destination for anglers 
looking for an inexpensive package that allows wade fishing 
on your own for bonefish. Guides can also be booked and 
arranged on a day-to-day, a la carte basis, allowing for a 
combination of DIY and guided days. 

SOUL FLY LODGE
Berry Islands, Bahamas
As the first focused fly fishing lodge in the Berry Islands, 
Soul Fly Lodge is a small boutique operation catering to a 
maximum of eight guests at a time. The Berry’s have long 
been considered an “out-of-reach” Bahamian destination 
that was previously known to only a small group of hardcore 
anglers. Nestled into the east side of Great Harbour Cay 
overlooking the ocean, Soul Fly offers a great combination 
of talented guides, a pleasant staff, knowledgeable hosts, 
and access to incredible fishing. Bonefish in the Berry’s 
average 3 to 4 pounds, with true trophy fish found regularly. 
While permit are not the first species anglers look to target, 
the Berry Islands are fast developing a reputation as a 
legitimate permit fishery and one of the most productive in 
the Bahamas.
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YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and books the following 
lodges and destinations throughout the Bahamas. 
For detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing information 
and photos, scan the code at right. 

CHESTER’S BONEFISH LODGE
Acklins, Bahamas

COAKLEY HOUSE
Andros Island, Bahamas

DEADMAN’S CAY LODGE
Long Island, Bahamas

SANDY POINT LODGE
Abaco, Bahamas

LOST KEY LODGE
Ragged Island, Bahamas

NORTH RIDING POINT CLUB
Grand Bahama, Bahamas

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com
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Like a backstage pass to the 
world of destination angling
Waypoints is a high-quality podcast production created for those that fish 
and those that travel to fish – a platform that talks about, explores, and 
shares relevant and legitimate advice on adventure angling and the world’s 
finest fishing destinations. 

The program is hosted by Jim Klug, the founder and director of Yellow Dog 
Flyfishing. With more than 245 different lodge and location options in 29 
different countries and offerings that include both freshwater and saltwater 
adventures, Yellow Dog has become the largest, most diverse and well-
known agent in fishing travel. Klug has spent his life working in the fly fishing 
industry, and has been lucky enough to travel and fish the world, meeting 
interesting people, experiencing incredible destinations and collecting 
amazing stories. 

Waypoints regularly delivers an incredible line-up of guests, with a goal of 
bringing the world of fly fishing travel to life for the program’s listeners.

https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/waypoints-podcast/
http://waypoints.buzzsprout.com/

Waypoints is currently available on iTunes, Spotify, Apple Podcast, 
Google Play, Buzzsprout, Stitcher, and on the 

Yellow Dog website. 
Waypoints Producer: Bryan Gregson
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Along with dependable bonefishing, another thing that we love 
about fishing on Christmas Island is the diversity of species 
that can be targeted with a fly rod. The atoll is home to three 
different and unique species of hard-fighting triggerfish and 
several species of trevally, including bluefin, golden, and 
giant trevally. Large populations of milkfish are usually found 
in deeper channels and in the blue waters surrounding the 
atoll and can occasionally be found feeding and tailing on 
the flats. The offshore fishing in the deep waters surrounding 
Christmas Island can also be productive, with strong numbers 
of barracuda, giant trevally, wahoo, Mahi Mahi, sharks, and 
the occasional marlin.

We will mention that Christmas Island may not be the ideal 
location for everyone, as the accommodations, food, and 
overall setting can be a bit on the basic and “rustic” side. 
That said, if you’re an angler that appreciates a solid fishing-
focused destination with great wade fishing opportunities, 
long days on the water, and a great overall price point, then 
Christmas should indeed be on your own personal Christmas 
list! These trips also pair well with bonefishing trips on Oahu 
and non-angling vacation itineraries throughout the Hawaiian 
islands. It should be noted that there is only one flight per 
week from Honolulu to Christmas Island, which Fiji Airlines 
operates on Tuesdays.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND TRAVEL FACTS
PRONUNCIATION: With the country name, locals pronounce the ‘ti’ in ‘Kiribati’ as an ‘s’; therefore, the 
proper way to pronounce ‘Kiribati’ is ‘Kiribas’

TARGET SPECIES: Bonefish, with some possibilities for giant trevally, triggerfish, golden trevally, 
bluefin trevally, milkfish and more

SEASON: Year-round

MAJOR AIR HUB: Cassidy International Airport on Kiritimati (CXI)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for most countries

LANGUAGES: Gilbertese (also called I-Kiribati) and English

CAPITAL: Tarawa

ISLAND POPULATION: 5,000

CURRENCY: Australian Dollar (AUD)

H
 alfway between Hawaii and New Zealand in the middle 
 of the South Pacific sits Kiritimati — the world’s largest 
 atoll and a destination better known in angling circles 
 as Christmas Island. It takes a bit of time to get here, 
but once you arrive, you’ll find a massive fishery and saltwater 
wilderness home to staggering numbers of bonefish and solid 
populations of milkfish, triggerfish, giant trevally, golden 
trevally, and numerous other species. Since first emerging as 
a destination flats fishery in the mid-1980s, Christmas Island 
has continued to deliver great flats fishing experiences and 
solid numbers of fish on a year-round basis. In February of 
2020, Christmas Island was one of the first countries to close its 
borders due to the pandemic. In the spring of 2023 - after more 
than three years of being shut down – things will finally re-
open. We expect that fishing for the foreseeable future should 
be great!

Christmas Island is one of our favorite places for anglers new 
to saltwater fishing, as strong populations of willing bonefish 
can be found throughout the year. These bonefish are the 
main target species on Christmas Island, and one-to-three-
pound fish thrive in the shallow waters of the atoll. The endless 
interior and exterior flats of Christmas Island offer a mix of hard 
white sand, coral, and turtle grass bottoms, creating the ideal 
setting for wade fishing and exploring on foot. If you are new to 
saltwater fishing, we consider this a great first-trip destination.
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the villages
Christmas Island – Kiribati
One of the most established and proven lodge operations on the atoll, 
The Villages offers a premier location and a fantastic overall layout, 
with a friendly staff and an extremely “fishy” atmosphere. With a set 
client-to-guide ratio of one-to-one, anglers are assigned their own 
personal guide each morning. And since the fishing boats depart from 
the beach directly in front of the lodge, everything about this operation 
is easy, convenient, and close. Accommodations are in small, air-
conditioned cabanas – each outfitted to accommodate two anglers per 
room. The lodge has a large indoor dining area with air conditioning 
and a covered outdoor lounge and bar area, where cocktails and 
appetizers are served after each day on the flats. During a standard 
week, anglers can expect to fish the expansive bonefish flats near 
the lodge, the interior lagoons of the atoll, the remote “backcountry” 
areas, and the far side of the atoll near the famous Korean Wreck.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND LODGE
Christmas Island – Kiribati
A “new” destination for Yellow Dog and the atoll, Christmas Island 
Lodge will open in 2023 on the famous Captain Cook Hotel site. 
With fully remodeled and renovated private oceanside bungalows, 
this new operation aims to offer the nicest and most comfortable 
accommodations on the atoll while hosting a maximum of eight 
anglers per week. The lodge property is located on a 20-acre 
beachside location in a quiet and remote area of the atoll - 
strategically positioned for immediate access to the surf and 
oceanside flats and only a short drive to a private “back-of-the-
lagoon” access point. This entry point provides faster access to the 
most remote corners of the inner lagoon and potentially allows lodge 
guests to be the last anglers fishing at the end of the day. Each of the 
lodge’s four coral-and-thatch bungalows features two private suites, 
air-conditioning, and ensuite bathrooms with hot and cold water. 

IKARI HOUSE
Christmas Island – Kiribati
Ikari House is a well-established fishing and lodge operation, offering 
comfortable air-conditioned accommodations, an experienced guide 
staff, and good food. Double occupancy bedrooms feature private 
bathrooms with consistent water pressure, comfortable single beds, 
and ice-cold A/C units. To access the flats each day, Ikari House uses 
several unique, locally crafted, outrigger-style transfer boats. The 
boats are very reliable and offer anglers a fun and effective mode 
of transportation as they move from flat to flat. This is an excellent 
destination for beginner saltwater fly anglers due to the sheer 
numbers of bonefish found throughout the shallow waters of the atoll, 
and as an overall fishery, it is ideal for those that love to walk and 
wade. Along with dependable bonefishing, the atoll is home to three 
unique species of triggers and several trevally species, including 
bluefin, golden, and giant.
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share interests, travel styles, and fishing 
abilities. Sometimes single anglers are 
eager to travel and fish new waters, but 
finding a companion to join them or step 
up for a big trip can be difficult. A hosted 
trip alleviates that issue. 

• A final added benefit is the 
representation the trip host provides 
when working with the lodge, guides, or 
during the travel process. If you have any 
on-location issues or concerns regarding 
your fishing or lodge experience, the host 
can often facilitate a fix or immediately 
improve the situation. 

With all of these benefits both obvious 
and acknowledged, however, we 
understand that hosted trips may not 
be for everyone. First, it is wise to speak 
with the host or program director about 
the other guests. Are they a wild and 
rambunctious bunch who might swap 
fish stories well into the night while you 
prefer a quiet evening in the room? Is the 
group made up of other single anglers, or 
are you joining a larger group of friends 
or family? Making sure you end up with 
the right group of anglers is paramount 
to ensuring a great experience on and off 
the water. 

There can also be issues when it comes 
to dates, as many hosted weeks are 

sometimes planned years in advance. 
While the dates are usually firm, hosted 
weeks are almost always announced well 
in advance, giving anglers plenty of time 
to plan accordingly. And finally, it makes 
sense to research and ask questions 
about the actual host. Some trip hosts 
outside of the Yellow Dog brand utilize 
client groups as a means of earning a free 
fishing trip or generating opportunities 
for self-promotion. A legitimate trip host 
should be 100% focused on making your 
trip better, and they should always be 
available to answer questions, assist you 
in travel planning, and do what it takes 
to set you up for success. Yellow Dog has 
developed a reputation for making sure 
each and every client we host receives 
a personalized and well-rounded trip 
experience – from the very beginning of 
the booking process to the final cast of 
the trip. 

Yellow Dog regularly organizes and 
announces new hosted trips with an 
eye for variety and new adventures. We 
genuinely feel that with our experienced 
and personable team – and decades 
of traveling the world – there is no one 
better suited in fly
fishing travel to share 
an adventure with. 

Anglers interested 
in traveling to new 
destinations often ask us, 
“Why go on a hosted trip?” 
Each year our team hosts 
groups of clients all around 
the globe – from faraway 
atolls in the Indian Ocean, 
to the Amazonian jungle, 
to remote rivers in South 
America. Traveling to these 
destinations is of course 
possible without a trip 
host and intact group, but 
there are a few factors to 
consider when determining 
if a hosted week is the best 
option for you.

SCAN HERE to view our current selection of available hosted trips.

Hosted Trips: Are They Right 
for You?

• Before anglers around the world 
had access to the internet, many relied 
upon the information, experience, and 
guidance of trip hosts to introduce 
them to new locations. One major 
benefit to traveling with a legitimate 
and experienced trip host is the insight, 
fishing knowledge, and direction they 
provide when exploring new fisheries. 
Often, hosts are well-versed in the 
destination, know the guides, and 
understand the nuances of the fishery: 
all elements that can increase an angler’s 
success rate and the overall enjoyment of 
the experience. 

• Pre-trip planning and prep is an entire 
process that some revel in while others 
despise. Trip hosts are a great resource 
pre-trip when it comes to ensuring your 
gear, travel documents, trip insurance, 
and itinerary are all in order prior to 
departure. Showing up to a destination 
without everything you need can quickly 
sour a fishing expedition, and a good host 
will work hard to ensure you are prepared 
and in the game.

• Hosted trips bring like-minded 
people together in an intact group, often 
resulting in new friendships and fishing 
relationships that can continue well into 
the future. In general, many of our clients 
enjoy traveling together as they tend to 
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No Name Lodge
Boquerón, Puerto Rico
A largely untapped fishery, Puerto Rico is staking a claim as an up-
and-coming location for super legitimate tarpon action as well as 
opportunities to chase permit on the flats. No Name is an exciting new 
operation and adventure fishing program ideal for small groups of 
committed anglers looking for a simple, easy-to-access fishing location. 
Launching in 2023, No Name’s operations will be based in the small 
and picturesque town of Boquerón – famous for great restaurants, fresh 
Cabo Rojo seafood, and nightlife. Guests will stay in a comfortable 
and modern guesthouse with double-occupancy rooms and the same 
comforts and amenities anglers are accustomed to at most US locations. 
Because Puerto Rico is a territory of the United States, American 
visitors have no need for a passport, can use USD, and can avoid the 
headaches of international customs processes. Whether you’re looking 
for a week-long tarpon and permit trip, or a quick weekend escape to 
satisfy the saltwater bug, Puerto Rico offers a flexible fishing experience 
that allows you to take in the culture of Puerto Rico while targeting the 
species of your choosing. 

Beyond the Blue South Caicos
Turks and Caicos
While not as well-known and visited as many other Caribbean fishing 
destinations, Turks & Caicos has long been on the radar of serious 
anglers drawn to these islands for world-class bonefishing action and 
enormous, wadeable flats. As a bonefishing destination, this is a true 
sightfishing paradise – ideal for anglers that prefer to hunt bonefish on 
foot while wading 100% of the time. Each day, area flats are accessed 
via airboat: a unique “taxi” service that drops anglers off for long 
wading sessions on endless flats. New for 2023, the outfitter has added 
a 15’ Razorfish microskiff by Razorfish and a technical poling skiff by 
Brian Floyd – something that will allow them to increase their fishing 
area by more than 70 square miles. There are also some “new” permit 
fisheries that have been added to the program for those interested in 
diversifying their trip. For all packages, Beyond the Blue South Caicos 
bases out of East Bay Resort – an operation that is ideally situated on 
the best beach in South Caicos. The full-service resort offers high-end 
accommodations and amenities, including exclusive access to East Bay 
Beach, a swimming pool, spa, tennis courts, a fitness center, high-speed 
Wi-Fi, and even a complimentary shuttle from the South Caicos airport. 
Numerous airlines service Turks & Caicos with direct, daily flights, and 
trip packages of any length can be arranged.
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Most angling opportunities revolve around the islands 
of Guanaja and Roatan, as well as a remote, seasonal 
operation known as the Faraway Cayes – a unique and 
developing operation 160 miles off the Honduran coast. The 
largest and most visited of the Bay Islands, Roatan has a 
bit of everything: budget and luxury hotels, independent 
dive operations, all-inclusive resorts, and remote and 
funky fishing lodges. Bonefish and permit are the name of 
the game on Roatan, with occasional chances for tarpon 
and snook. The small island of Guanaja is the least visited 
destination, with an off-the-beaten-track feel, a handful of 
small hotels and restaurants, and no cars anywhere on the 
island. Guanaja is a great option for wade fishing the rugged 
flats in search of permit and bones. The weather in the Bay 
Islands is generally consistent year-round, with average 
temperatures in the mid-80s.

HONDURAS
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HONDURAS TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Permit, bonefish, tarpon, jacks, snapper, snook, and some bluewater

SEASON: Year-round (depending on destination and target species)

MAJOR AIR HUB: Roatan, Honduras (RTB)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required

LANGUAGES: English and Spanish

CAPITAL: Tegucigalpa

T
   he Bay Islands of Roatan, Utila, and Guanaja – 
 located approximately 40 miles off the northern coast 
 of Honduras – have steadily gained popularity as 
 amazing wade fishing destinations for permit and 
bonefish. Tropical, shallow-water flats surround these 
beautiful islands located at the southern end of the 
Mesoamerican Barrier Reef (the second-longest coral reef in 
the world), producing reliable numbers of tailing fish year-
round. While the mainland of Honduras continues to have 
its share of issues these days, the Bay Islands remain a safe 
and wonderful place to visit, fish, and explore. With direct 
flights from several U.S. cities (including Atlanta, Miami, 
and Houston), Roatan is easy to access and navigate. U.S. 
carriers offering flights to the Bay Islands include American, 
Delta, and United, and regional airlines also offer direct 
daily flights from Belize City and Guatemala City. 
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MANGO CREEK LODGE
Roatan, Honduras
With a unique collection of over-the-water cabanas connected by 
boardwalks, this beautiful eco, fishing, and dive lodge is built directly on the 
flats of Port Royal Bay on the eastern end of Roatan. Fishermen can expect 
plenty of wade fishing for permit and bonefish on the area’s huge flats, while 
non-anglers have a variety of options for exploration and adventure. This 
is a fantastic destination for anglers and non-anglers looking to combine a 
fishing and eco-tour adventure itinerary with one of the best overall price 
points in the entire Caribbean. Set on pilings and built directly over the water, 
the beautiful cabana rooms offer guests a comfortable and relaxing home 
base for their daily adventures. There is nothing quite like going to sleep at 
night with the sounds of the water and feeding baitfish directly below your 
bed! Unspoiled by development, the east end of Roatan is an angling and 
diving paradise: the ideal destination for those looking to get away from it all 
with a unique, quiet, and off-the-grid location.

FAR AWAY CAYES
160 Miles Off the Honduran Coast
As the name implies, these remote cayes and pristine flats are … faraway 
… and the only way to access this amazing fishery is by boat. A remote 
basecamp operated by Fly Fish Guanaja, this program is located on a 
small Caribbean island 160 miles east of Guanaja. Until a few years ago, 
this location was known only to the families of longtime guides, lobster 
fishermen, Miskito Indians, and select individuals in the “import-export” 
business. The fishery is inhabited by several giant schools of bonefish, 
including big singles much larger on average than typical Central American 
bonefish. The permit fishery is world-class – home to some of the largest 
permit in the entire region. For 2023, the operators have replaced the 
previous helicopter transfer with a direct flight from Roatan to Puerto Lempira 
in a private twin-engine flight. From there, a twin-engine diesel speed boat 
designed for passengers and sport fishing awaits to shuttle anglers on a 
45-mile run north to the Cayes. Operations are limited to 12 weeks a year, 
meaning fewer than 60 lucky anglers fish this destination each season. 

GUANAJA FLY FISHING
Guanaja, Honduras
Located less than ten miles from the main island of Roatan, Guanaja is the 
least visited and lesser-known of the three Bay Islands. Perfectly situated on 
the island’s northern coast, Fly Fish Guanaja Lodge is a small and intimate 
operation that accommodates a maximum of eight anglers per week in 
comfortable cabanas. The main guesthouse features comfortable rooms, a 
large kitchen, nice bathrooms, a giant deck, and a private beach, making 
this the perfect destination for small intact groups or families. There is 
direct beachfront access, snorkeling on the protected reef, hikes to nearby 
waterfalls, neighboring flats for DIY wading, and easy access to nearby 
local communities. The Guanaja Fly Fishing guides are highly trained and 
are some of the best we’ve come across in this part of the Caribbean. To 
access Guanaja, Yellow Dog makes arrangements with a local water taxi, 
or charter airline that offers flights from Roatán International Airport (RTB) 
to Guanaja Airport.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  HONDURAS
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offshore waters of Costa Rica offer some of the finest 
billfishing action on the planet. Strong rotating currents along 
the coast create enormous “ocean eddies” that are rich with 
both bait and pelagic fish. Sailfish, dorado, tuna, blue marlin, 
black marlin, striped marlin, and large numbers of other 
species congregate in this region in great numbers. Inland, 
the lush jungles of Costa Rica are home to some of the largest 
tarpon in the hemisphere. Dense rainforests and a massive 
system of inland rivers and lagoons create the ideal tarpon 
habitat in an environment that is alive with schools of baitfish, 
monkeys, dozens of bird species, and all sorts of jungle 
wildlife. There are legitimate triple-digit tarpon in Costa Rica, 
making it perhaps the most overlooked silver king fishery in 
the region in terms of productivity and specimen size.  
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C

COSTA RICA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Sailfish, marlin, tarpon, tuna, dorado, roosterfish, wahoo, snapper and more

SEASON: Year-round (depending on destination and target species)

MAJOR AIR HUB: San Jose, Costa Rica (SJO)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: San Jose

COSTA RICA

 osta Rica is often referred to as the Switzerland of 
 Central America because of its easy-going lifestyle, 
 peaceful democracy, and overwhelming natural 
 beauty. The country’s waters are healthy and full of 
fish, the scenery is stunning, and the slow-moving pace of 
life is seductive. Since attaining independence in the 19th 
century, this tiny, backwater country has become one of 
the most stable, prosperous, and progressive nations in 
all of Latin America. The country’s efforts have been fully 
focused on the environment: protecting the country’s natural 
resources and safeguarding and enhancing Costa Rica’s 
fresh and saltwater fisheries. 

When it comes to bluewater fishing, the Pacific coast and 
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CROCODILE BAY RESORT
Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica
Located on Costa Rica’s ultra-biodiverse Osa Peninsula, 
Crocodile Bay offers what may be the finest sportfishing and 
adventure tour combo package found anywhere in this part of 
Central America. Anglers can big-game fish for marlin, dorado, 
and sailfish or focus on inshore opportunities for roosterfish, 
snapper, and jack crevalle. With a fleet of more than 40 fishing 
boats, an arsenal of high-end fishing equipment (both fly and 
conventional), and easy deep-water access from an 850-foot 
private pier, Croc Bay is ideal for anglers seeking a high diversity 
of species and fishing scenarios. The all-new Botánika Osa 
Peninsula – part of the Curio Collection by Hilton – is the new 
resort available for fishing guests. Botánika is the perfect blend 
of luxury accommodations and amenities, offering unparalleled 
access to the rainforest, a full range of adventure activities, a 
large lagoon-style pool, the Pacific Ocean on one side of the 
property, and Corcovado National Park on the other. National 
Geographic called the Osa Peninsula the “most biologically 
intense place on earth,” and Croc Bay is the ideal base of 
operations for fishing and exploring this one-of-a-kind region.

JUNGLE TARPON RESERVE
Northern Jungles, Costa Rica
Located in an enormous inland system of freshwater rivers, 
creeks, and lagoons, Jungle Tarpon Reserve offers an 
outstanding blend of true jungle adventure and remote fishing. 
The sizable watershed, which includes both Lake Nicaragua 
and Lake Managua, is a textbook habitat for large numbers 
of monster tarpon: fish that are targeted both on the surface 
and with sinking lines. The jungle fishery sees few anglers 
and little pressure, with a seasonal window of only 14 weeks 
and a maximum of 4 anglers per week. Triple-digit tarpon 
are common, and all fishing takes place in well-preserved 
jungle habitat full of swinging primates, squawking birdlife, 
and plenty of reptilian companions. Despite the dense 
jungle setting, lodge accommodations feature spacious air-
conditioned rooms, modern bathrooms, and an outdoor pool.

COSTA RICA TARPON CAMP
Barra del Colorado, Costa Rica

SILVER KING LODGE
Barra del Colorado, Costa Rica

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

For detailed write- ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos on 
our additional Costa Rica 
offerings, scan this code.
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a well-defined west-to-east ocean flow that attracts massive 
amounts of baitfish to create a “billfish highway.” When the 
conditions are right, charters report mind-boggling figures 
such as dozens of sailfish caught and released on the fly in 
a single day. Those figures place Guatemala on top of the 
pelagic throne, with access to a broad range of species, 
including black, blue, and striped marlin, dorado, roosterfish, 
tuna, and more. While a year-round fishery, the larger sailfish 
tend to be found during the fall, while the December-through-
June timeframe produces more numbers.
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GUATEMALA
GUATEMALA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Sailfish, dorado, blue, black and striped marlin, roosterfish, tuna

SEASON: Year-round, with the busiest season from October through mid-June

MAJOR AIR HUB: Guatemala City, Guatemala (GUA)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Guatemala City

T
   he Central American country of Guatemala is uniquely 
 beautiful – a rugged part of the world that is home to 
 rolling rainforests, tropical beaches, and towering 
 volcanic peaks. Once the epicenter of the Mayan empire, 
today’s Guatemala is famous in angling circles for ultra-
productive waters that run all along the Pacific coast. The 
country’s famous bluewater fishery – considered by many 
to be the “Billfish Capital of the World” – draws anglers from 
throughout the world. The fishing is incredibly productive 
and consistent due in part to the Equatorial Counter Current, 

CASA VIEJA LODGE
Iztapa, Guatemala
Casa Vieja Lodge has long been known for its world-
class bluewater boats, the best captains and crews in 
the game, and the highest-quality accommodations in 
Guatemala. The safe, comfortable, and relaxing lodge 
compound is located less than a mile from the fishing 
fleet’s headquarters. Depending on the time of year, 
anglers can target sailfish, dorado, multiple species 
of marlin, roosterfish, and tuna all in a single trip. And 
while a trip to Casa Vieja Lodge is definitely a five-star 
experience, the total “cost-per-fish-released-ratio” 
makes this one of the finest values in the entire world of 
bluewater fishing.

PACIFIC FINS RESORT
Iztapa, Guatemala
Pacific Fins’ fleet features experienced captains and 
mates aboard modern sportfishing yachts. Every boat 
is meticulously maintained for comfort and safety, 
crewed by an seasoned captain and two excellent 
mates, and equipped with top-of-the-line gear 
and tackle. The resort features luxury suites and 
villas, a private pool, access to a beautiful black 
sand beach, and a well-stocked, all-inclusive bar 
overlooking the ocean. With a fleet of eight boats 
and a private plane for transfers from Guatemala 
City, Pacific Fins combines excellent fishing with 
high-end comfort and accessibility.
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SETTING YOURSELF UP FOR SUCCESS:
10 Suggestions to Guarantee a Great Trip

When planning and preparing for any destination angling trip, it is important that you arrive with the 
right equipment, the right amount of practice and – most importantly – the right expectations!

Having booked and organized tens of thousands of destination trips over the years, we’ve compiled a 
few key pieces of advice that can help make your upcoming adventure great.
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1.	 Fly	fishing	is	not	easy.	
Regardless of how much money or time you may spend planning 
a trip, nothing is guaranteed when it comes to hooking and 
landing fish. Many of the gamefish that anglers pursue when 
traveling to fish are by nature spooky, hyper-alert, and wary. 
Fooling these fish into eating a small piece of metal covered with 
chicken feathers and belly-button lint is always a challenge, even 
on the best of days. 

2.	 Every	fish	that	you	catch	is	special.	
That may sound like a bad Hallmark card, but it’s 100% true. 
Whether you’re landing your first bonefish on a fly or finally 
catching a trophy brown trout on a remote and isolated river, take 
a moment to appreciate every fish that comes your way. Remind 
yourself of where you are and why you’re there! With that kind of 
mindset, you can’t help but enjoy your trip – regardless of the size 
or number of fish caught. 

3. Protect yourself with trip insurance. 
Cover your bases with a simple and easy trip insurance policy. 
While you may buy a policy and never need it, if and when you do, 
it will be the best money you’ve ever spent. We deal with dozens 
of instances every year where trip insurance literally saves the 
day when problems arise.

4. Practice your casting. 
Practice before you head down for your trip. Practice your casting, 
then practice, practice, and practice some more. No matter how 
good your guide is, how aggressive the fish are feeding, and how 
perfect the conditions are, you are still going to struggle to catch 
fish if you can’t deliver the fly in a quick, accurate manner with the 
required distance and accuracy. 

5. Make the most of where you are. 
When visiting a foreign country, take some time to learn more 
about the culture, the people, and the region. Although you’re 
there to fish, the greatest takeaways from destination angling 
are the places it takes us! Try new foods, learn some of the local 
language, listen to new music, and immerse yourself in the area 
you’re visiting. 

6.	 Remember,	fish	don’t	always	eat.	
Sometimes, when the fishing is tough, we need to remember 
this. You can have perfect tides, the best guide, great light, ideal 
water temperatures, and the planets in perfect alignment, and still, 
the fish may not eat. Why? Well, think of fish as being similar to 
people. We don’t eat all day: only when we’re hungry. Same with 
fish. When this happens, hang in there. Sooner or later, the fish 
will get hungry again. 

7. Be realistic about your trip length. 
If you have only booked a short trip with a couple of days of 
guided fishing, understand that weather and tough conditions can 
make for frustrating fishing. Longer trips always mean a greater 
chance of good conditions. 

8. Relax and have fun. 
Have fun and learn to accept the occasionally blown cast, tangled 
line, and missed set. The more you stress out, the more likely you 
are to continue making mistakes and having problems. It is no 
coincidence that the most laid-back, easy-go-lucky anglers are 
always the ones that seem to catch the most fish. 

9.	 Keep	calm	and	fish	on.	
Remember that no one wants you to catch fish more than 
your guide (and all of us here at Yellow Dog). Even when things 
are tough and the conditions seem to be working against you, 
remember that your guide is doing his best to hook you up with 
fish and help you enjoy your experience. Listen to your guide, as 
they likely know a thing or two about their waters and their fish. 
Even if you’re the most experienced and well-traveled angler in 
the game, listen to their advice and instructions. You’re paying 
them for a reason!

10. Be generous and tip well. 
Tips are earned – not automatic – and they are completely at 
your discretion based on the performance and work ethic of a 
guide or the lodge staff. But if you have a guide who has worked 
hard to put you on to fish and help you succeed, be generous. The 
same applies to the lodge bar tender, transfer driver, housekeeper, 
or maintenance person. In many places, a little extra can make a 
big difference in people’s lives, and bigheartedness is appreciated.
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Most Brazilian jungle trips start in the historic jungle city 
of Manaus. Established in 1669, Manaus is the capital and 
largest city of the Brazilian state of Amazon. The rubber 
“boom” made Manaus the wealthiest city in South America 
and “one of the gaudiest cities of the world” during the late 
1800s, earning it the nickname “Paris of the Tropics.” Many 
wealthy European families settled in Manaus and brought 
their love for sophisticated art and culture. The city built a 
grand opera house with vast domes, gilded balconies, and 
materials imported from Europe. When the rubber tree seeds 
were smuggled out of the Amazon in the 1920s, Brazil lost the 
monopoly on rubber, the boom ended abruptly, and Manaus 
fell into poverty. Today, numerous sightseeing opportunities in 
and around Manaus are well worth exploring before and after 
a fishing trip, including the opera house, numerous markets, 
the bustling wharves and docks on the river, botanical 
gardens, and more.

Along with numerous peacock bass operations, Yellow Dog 
is also pleased to offer trophy arapaima operations in Brazil 
and the tiny South American jungle country of Guyana. The 
prehistoric and massive arapaima are the largest-scaled 
freshwater fish in the world and easily rank among the most 
exotic and powerful gamefish found anywhere. Armored with 
impenetrable scales and adept at violently ambushing prey, 
arapaima are most notable for their size – regularly reaching 
lengths of six feet, and in some cases, eight.

O
 ne of the final frontiers of exploration for anglers, 
 adventurers, and scientists, the jungles of Brazil and the 
 Amazonian Rainforest offer some of the wildest, most 
 unique fishing experiences found anywhere. The Amazon 
Basin is the world’s largest freshwater river system and one of 
the most bio-diverse places on the planet. The region is home to 
25% of the world’s freshwater resources, an incredible number 
of plants, animals, and birds, and more than 3,000 different fish 
species. The Amazon River starts high in the Peruvian Andes 
and flows more than 3,000 miles to join the Rio Negro near 
Manaus, Brazil. These two great systems combine to become 
the Lower Amazon, running all the way to the Atlantic Ocean 
and the city of Belem. It is a lush jungle landscape of endless 
angling possibilities and an experience not to be missed. These 
trips are ideal for anglers that love unusual locales and crazy, 
colorful, and often times bizarre jungle species.

Brazil is famous in fishing circles for peacock bass: a powerful, 
acrobatic, and downright angry gamefish that has captured the 
imagination of fly anglers for decades.
 
Peacocks are definitely not a fish for the faint of heart, and 
the topwater strike of peacock bass is often so ferocious that 
the entire fish will fly several feet out of the water with the 
fly. Pound-for-pound the strongest, hardest-fighting fish found 
anywhere in freshwater, colorful jungle Peacocks readily take 
flies and offer unequaled experiences for anglers – both for the 
number of fish and size. Depending on where in Brazil you fish, 
other species might include payara, arowana, pacu, arapaima, 
wolfish, piranha, and more.

BRAZIL TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Peacock bass, arapaima, payara, aruana, pacu, wolfish, piranha and more

SEASON: Varies throughout the year depending on location

MAJOR AIR HUB: Manaus, Brazil (MAO)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport 

LANGUAGES: Portuguese and various indigenous languages

CAPITAL: Brasilia
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AGUA BOA LODGE
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil
Situated deep in the Amazon, 200 miles northwest of the Brazilian 
city of Manaus, the Agua Boa River flows through one of the region’s 
most isolated, protected areas. To date, the Agua Boa is the only 
fly-fishing-only designated river in Brazil — creating a special 
environment. This is a fishery where large populations of big fish 
have developed over the years with zero pressure from local netters 
or gear fishermen. Anglers fish two per skiff for three species of 
peacock bass (Temensis, spotted, and butterfly), arowana, piranha, 
payara, pirarucu, and more. The lodge’s private airstrip makes 
for quick and direct access from Manaus to the lodge, located 
on a remote and isolated stretch of the Agua Boa River. Spacious 
individual bungalows feature A/C, two double beds, and large, 
private bathrooms. The main lodge includes a dining room, social 
room, bar area, Wi-Fi, and a huge swimming pool overlooking 
the river. We love this operation for anglers who want a high-
quality, high-numbers Amazon fishing experience with comfortable 
amenities and a classic jungle lodge setting.  

KENDJAM LODGE
Amazonia, Brazil
Kendjam is located in one of the Brazilian Amazon’s most 
remote, least visited areas: the Mekragnoti Indigenous Territory. 
This is a clear water fishery known for spectacular sight fishing 
opportunities and an impressive diversity of species, including 
peacock bass, payara, pacu, bicuda, and wolfish. Most fishing at 
Kendjam is done on foot, and the various beats along the river 
are accessed with small boats that comfortably move anglers 
from one spot to another. Aside from consistent dry fly action and 
sight fishing, what separates this trip from others offered in the 
Amazon are the Kendjam hosts, the Kayapo tribe – an indigenous 
community living on five million hectares of pure virgin Amazon 
forest. The Kayapo tribe’s stewardship and commitment to 
protecting the land from mining, logging, and development is a 
primary factor for the prosperous fish and wildlife in the region.

XINGU LODGE
Amazonia, Brazil
Located in the wilderness territory of the Kayapo tribe, Xingu 
Lodge specializes in sight fishing for various jungle species. Top of 
the list is the payara: a vampire-like fish notable for its razor-sharp 
teeth and violent predatory nature. In addition, anglers can target 
peacock bass, wolfish, matrincha, and more. Anglers fish daily 
with an English-speaking guide and a member of the indigenous 
Kayapo tribe to ensure a superior fishing experience. Spanning 
more than 22 million acres, the Kayapo’s territory is pristine and 
protected, and anglers fish unpressured stretches of water while 
immersing themselves in a totally unique cultural experience.
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RIO MARIE
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil
Locally referred to as “Rio de Gigantes,” the Rio Marie watershed is home 
to what is widely considered to be the largest trophy peacock bass in 
the world. As supported by recent scientific studies, this fishery has more 
double-digit peacock bass than any other regional river. Anglers reach 
the Marie fishery via a private floatplane from Manaus and base off the 
Untamed Amazon jungle mothership – a large, fully mobile floating lodge. 
Hands down the nicest in the entire region, the mothership is fully furnished, 
air-conditioned, and offers large staterooms with private bathrooms. The 
Marie fishery is well-protected and receives little pressure, making for 
exciting and productive fishing for 20-pound-plus trophy peacocks on the fly.

RIVER PLATE OUTFITTERS
Amazonia – Manaus, Brazil
Since 1992, River Plate Outfitters has pioneered peacock bass fishing 
throughout the Amazon region while at the same time setting the standard 
for customer service, safety, and fishing productivity. Using a system of 
fully mobile, shallow-draft floating cabins, anglers access fishing areas 
completely unreachable by other operations. Each double occupancy cabin 
features two beds, private bathrooms, and air conditioning. Anglers fish in 
secluded lagoons and entirely remote river stretches throughout the day 
while the floating cabins relocate to new and untouched waters daily.

PIRARUCU
Amazonia, Brazil
Brazil’s Pirarucu Lodge is located in the middle of the largest arapaima 
reserve in the world. This program utilizes a simple and comfortable 
floating jungle lodge with individual cabins and the main lodge connected 
by wooden walkways over the water. The main focus of this program is the 
incredible arapaima – a species that can grow to over 400 pounds and most 
closely resembles a freshwater tarpon. When hooked, arapaima explode in 
violent aerial displays and take off on long runs, usually surrendering only 
after a lengthy battle. Anglers at Piraracu fish from comfortable and modern 
flats skiffs that are set up to accommodate two anglers per boat. The season 
at Pirarucu runs from September to the end of November.
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REWA ECO LODGE
Guyana
Arapaima are the largest scaled freshwater fish on the planet, and 
the South American jungles of Guyana have become well-known in 
recent years as a destination where these dinosaurs (many in the 100 
to 250-pound range) can be hooked and landed on a fly. This entire 
area, totally controlled and operated by the Amerindians of Rewa 
Village, has been designated fly fishing-only, creating one of the 
world’s healthiest and most productive arapaima fisheries. The Rewa 
Eco Lodge accommodates a maximum of only four anglers per week, 
and the overall cultural experience that this trip offers is unmatched.  
The lodge operates during a fall season (October-November) and a 
spring season (February-March). 
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Important Items to Carry In Your Flats Pack:

Raincoat
Needs to be lightweight and fully waterproof with a hood. Crucial for 
any day in the salt!

Fly Box
This is a smaller, waterproof “day box” with exactly what you need for 
one day on the flats. Leave the larger “vault” back at the lodge and 
reload each evening. 

Leaders and Tippet Spools
Backup leaders in a Ziploc bag. Your go-to tippet spools (10, 12, 16, 
and 20 lb.) can be clipped to the outside of the pack with a multi-spool 
holder.

Sunscreen and Lip Protection
Also zipped inside a small plastic bag to avoid spills and explosions 
inside of your pack!

Polarized Sunglasses
You’re wearing your primary lenses, and you should always have a 
backup pair or low-light lenses in your pack.

Water Bottle
Bring a quality bottle that won’t leak! Yeti, Hydro Flask, and others are 
great for keeping water cold.

Camera or iPhone
If you’re a DSLR person, a larger pack is key. Pack your camera body 
and primary lens in a padded – and ideally waterproof – case within 
your pack. 

Snacks
Energy bars such as Clif Bars and others that don’t melt are ideal. Beef 
jerky and other items are also great for mid-day energy. Bring enough 
for your guide!

Small First-Aid Pouch
A few band-aids and other medical essentials for on-water cuts and 
scrapes. 

Fly Patch
Great to clip on the outside of the pack for used and salty flies. Wash 
them in fresh water after your day of fishing and dry completely 
before putting them back in your fly box.

Hydration Tablets
A small packet of tablets to add to your water throughout the day. 
Keeps you well-hydrated, feeling good, and in the game.

Small Notebook and Pencil
All of those mind-blowing ideas, funny jokes, and insightful guide 
knowledge that is shared during a day on the water? Write it down! 
A thin and lightweight notebook is easy to pack.  

What’s In 
Your Bag, 
Baby?

Simms Dry Creek Z 
Backpack (25L)

Patagonia Guidewater 
Pack (29L)

Fishpond Thunderhead 
Submersible Backpack (28L)

Yeti Panga Backpack (28L) Simms Dry Creek Rolltop 
Backpack (30L)

Our favorite waterproof packs for fishing in the salt?

If you’re wading or covering any kind of distance in the 
saltwater, a waterproof backpack or larger sling pack 
system is essential. Finding a high-quality, comfortable, 
and fully-waterproof pack large enough to hold your gear 
and keep your most important items completely protected 
from the elements is key to success on the water. You 
need to be able to shield your gear from whatever Mother 
Nature throws your way – from torrential downpours, to 
howling sandstorms, to full submersions.

A few key things to consider when choosing a 
pack system:

• This is both a wading pack and a boat bag, and it needs to 
be large enough to hold all of your items for a standard day on 
the water (see our recommended packing list below).

• Easy access is important. The heavy-duty waterproof zipper 
systems can be stiff and hard to open on new packs, so be sure to 
use the provided zipper lubricant to break your new zippers in.

• Find the right design features that work best for you. Some 
waterproof packs are essentially large, open, one-compartment 
bags where everything is jammed together. Others have dividers, 
interior organization pockets, and even external storage. Find the 
features that work best for your gear-access preferences.

• Try a number of different packs before you buy, and find 
one that feels good when loaded. Look for a pack that has a 
comfortable molded back panel, padded foam shoulder straps, 
and maybe even a removable lumbar support strap on the waist.

• Mark your pack! If you’re a ribbons-and-trinket person, then 
so be it. (“Mine is the pack with the Hello Kitty ribbon tied to the 
handle!”) Or … a simple Sharpie or some colored tape on the 
straps may be a bit more tasteful. When there are a dozen grey 
waterproof packs sitting on the dock, it can be easy to grab the 
wrong one. Make your pack easily identifiable.  
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six days of guided fishing, delivering exotic jungle angling 
action, comfortable accommodations, and unexpected 
amenities in a remote and isolated setting. In all these 
fisheries, dorado, pacu, and yatorana are possible, and the 
fishing throughout the region presents endless opportunities 
for the adventurous angler. 

With extraordinary natural beauty, Bolivia is one of South 
America’s most wild and adventurous countries. The remote 
nature of the fishing, the exotic wildlife, the culture of the 
Tsimane people, and the overwhelming magnificence of the 
jungle all combine to create an angling and travel experience 
that is, without a doubt, one of the most interesting and unique 
in the entire world of destination fly fishing. It should be 
mentioned that anglers traveling to the Bolivian jungle should 
be in fairly good shape: able to walk, wade, and hike on rocky 
banks in a jungle environment.

 e can tell you from personal experience that our 
 Bolivian golden dorado programs offer some of 
 the most incredible freshwater fishing found anywhere 
 on the planet. With three locations and lodge options, 
Tsimane offers anglers access to the wildest fish in the wildest 
of environments! The theory is that this specific population of 
dorado migrated from the Parana River Basin before the last 
glacial era, eventually finding their way to the headwaters of 
these Bolivian mountain rivers. The result is a strain of fish that 
is virtually untouched by civilization for eons: a voracious fish 
that today can be targeted and caught on the fly throughout 
Tsimane’s areas of operation. 

After first launching in 2006, the Tsimane program (a joint 
development between the operators and the Sécure River 
Indigenous Association) now features three separate lodge 
locations, including the Secure Lodge, Pluma Lodge, and the 
Agua Negra Lodge. Each program offers seven nights and 

BOLIVIA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Golden dorado, pacu and yatorana

SEASON: The dry season of May through October

MAJOR AIR HUB: Viru Viru International Airport (VVI) in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport and a Bolivian visa 
(purchased upon arrival) and proof of Yellow Fever vaccination

LANGUAGES: Spanish and Tsimane 

CAPITAL: Sucre

W

tributaries near Agua Negra Lodge, and all rooms will be 
single occupancy. For the Pluma and Secure programs, 
2024 will see a maximum capacity of six anglers per 
week, per lodge, in single rooms. All trips will start the 
week on Saturday in one of the lodges (at either Pluma or 
Secure) and switch to the other lodge on Tuesday evening 
after the fishing day. The “Combined Heli Program” will 
be nine nights in total: two nights at a five-star hotel in 
Santa Cruz on the front and back end of the trip, seven 
nights all-inclusive at both Pluma and Secure, and six 
days of helicopter-assisted guided fishing.

NEW CHANGES FOR BOLIVIA!
For the 2023 season, all three lodges and locations – 
Secure Lodge, Pluma Lodge, and Agua Negra Lodge – 
will continue weekly programs focusing on waters in their 
immediate area. In 2024, the overall Tsimane offerings 
will change, and two of the three lodge locations will 
transition to pure helicopter fly-out programs that allow 
anglers to access remote and distant waters daily. 

The Agua Negra program will continue to operate as 
before, with only four anglers per week. The program will 
utilize dugout canoes to access the different fisheries and 
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PLUMA LODGE & SECURE LODGE
Tsimane – Bolivia
New for 2024, Untamed Angling will be utilizing a two-lodge 
approach with the introduction of a dedicated heli-fishing 
program. Anglers can experience two totally unique lodge 
locations throughout a single trip, splitting their time between the 
established Pluma Lodge and Secure Lodge. All trips will start the 
week on Saturday at one of the two lodges before switching to 
the other lodge at the mid-week point. For each fishing day, two 
Robinson R44 RAVEN II four-person helicopters (one per lodge) will 
ferry anglers and guides to different sections and beats throughout 
the area – waters that would otherwise take days or weeks to 
access by boat. The guides will bring lunch and cold beverages 
for the fishing day in a cooler backpack, and at approximately 
5:00 PM, the helicopters will pick the groups up and return to the 
lodges. The “home” waters that are immediately accessible to 
both lodges by boat will be also available and completely rested 
in the event the helicopters cannot fly due to weather.

Over a week, anglers can fish the Pluma, Itirizama, Secure, and 
various area tributaries for six full days, accessing the most 
remote, unpressured, and productive waters via helicopter. With 
a maximum of only twelve anglers a week total (six at each 
lodge location), anglers can expect to fish new (and rested) 
sections each day. This program offers the perfect mix of wade 
fishing moderately sized, crystal-clear freestone rivers and 
larger, debris-filled waters that hold some of the largest dorado 
in the entire watershed. Both lodges will offer single occupancy 
accommodations for all guests – a rarity in such a remote jungle 
setting. Bookings for Pluma and Secure for 2023 are totally sold 
out for the season, so anglers interested in making this trip will 
need to look ahead to 2024 and beyond.

AGUA NEGRA LODGE
Tsimane – Bolivia
The Agua Negra River is an important, highly productive tributary 
of the Secure River that arguably offers the very best sight fishing 
in the region. The clear, shallow waters of the Agua Negra run 
east to west: a classic small-water fishery that offers relatively 
easy wading. The Lower Agua Negra has features similar to a 
low gradient, floodplain river, meandering through a jungle river 
valley with numerous sandy beaches, deep runs, and cover to hold 
strong populations of dorado and yatorana. The middle section of 
the Secure River offers plenty of structure, and the Chimoro Stream 
is ideal for yatorana and medium-sized dorado on lightweight 
tackle. A third option is the Upper Agua Negra Spike Camp – a 
remote hike-in and camping program on the far upper reaches of 
the river. The lodge accommodates a maximum of only four rods 
per week – perfect for small inclusive groups of anglers. Guests 
stay in safari-style tents connected to the main lodge via a raised, 
wooden boardwalk.
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has to offer. And while the capital city of Ulaanbaatar has 
experienced a large amount of growth and increased tourism 
over the past 20 years, most of the rural and wilderness areas 
outside of the main city remain exactly the same as they’ve 
always been.

On Mongolian rivers, the average Taimen caught is around 32 
inches and roughly 10 pounds. There is always the possibility 
for larger fish in the 40- to 50-inch range, and each week of 
the season usually produces a number of trophy fish. Similar 
to steelhead fishing, Taimen fishing is rarely a numbers 
game, but when a three-, four-, or even five-foot river monster 
violently smashes your fly, and your line comes tight, you’ll 
understand the draw of fishing Mongolia. While Taimen are 
the primary species, Arctic grayling and Amur pike are also 
found in the area. 

Depending on which operation you fish with in Mongolia, 
accommodations vary between fixed-location Mongolia “Ger” 
operations and mobile on-river float camps. Anglers often stay 
in traditional felt Gers (small, low-ceilinged round tents) that are 
hard-sided and incredibly warm and comfortable. Mongolian 
culture reveres hospitality, and the camp staffs and guides 
that work with these operations are no exception. Anglers who 
enjoy fishing and swinging flies for steelhead or musky will love 
Taimen fishing in Mongolia.

 ongolia stands as a testament to the power of 
 exploration, offering some of the world’s most remote, 
 remarkable, and off-the-grid fly fishing adventures. 
 The culture is ancient, the landscape is infinite, the 
people are incredibly friendly, and the rivers are home to 
some of the largest freshwater fish on the planet. This is the 
land of the Hucho Hucho Taimen — a massive creature known 
locally as the “River Wolf.” Taimen are exceptionally fierce and 
notoriously ferocious hunters famous for feeding on ducks, 
mice, smaller gamefish, and even wayward prairie dogs 
that find their way into the river. If you enjoy hunting large, 
predatory fish and value the quality of the catch over quantity, 
then fishing the rivers of Mongolia is something we highly 
recommend. The size of these fish, aggressive behavior, and 
heart-stopping eats have made Taimen a favorite, with every 
angler lucky enough to have experienced this trip.

More than two and a half times the size of Texas, Mongolia is a 
mysterious and ancient country. It is best known as the fabled 
homeland of the fierce nomadic warrior Genghis Khan. Located 
in northern Asia, Mongolia is bordered to the north by Russia 
and to the south by China — a precarious political position. 
Naturally isolated, Mongolia’s location has, for the most part, 
kept the country out of the Western spotlight for centuries. It 
was only in the 1990s that the first Western tourists began to 
trickle into the country to begin exploring all that Mongolia 

M

MONGOLIA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Taimen, pike, Arctic grayling and lenok

SEASON: June through October

MAJOR AIR HUB: Ulaanbaatar (UBN)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. 
No visa required for citizens of most countries

LANGUAGE: Mongolian

CAPITAL: Ulaanbaatar
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MONGOLIA LODGE OPTIONS

EG-UR RIVER CAMPS
Mongolia
The comfortable and well-established Mongolian river camps in the Eg-
Ur Watershed have been operating since 1995 and were the country’s first 
established Taimen operations. While basing out of the fixed-location camps on 
the Eg and Ur Rivers, anglers stay in hard-sided Gers (small, low-ceilinged round 
tents) that are incredibly warm and comfortable inside. The upper camp is located 
on the banks of the Ur River, while the lower camp is situated downstream on 
the Eg River (below the confluence of the Eg and the Ur). With a combination of 
wading and fishing from 18-foot aluminum jet boats, anglers can expect long days 
on the water and access to some of the largest Taimen found in the region. The 
season runs from early August through mid-October, with a maximum of eight 
anglers per week in each camp. For those that are intent on hunting seriously 
large trophy Taimen, the fixed camps are great options.

MONGOLIA RIVER OUTFITTERS
Mongolia
With these multi-day wilderness camping trips, anglers will float, fish, and explore 
a new stretch of water each day, camping each night beneath the Mongolian 
skies. Trip options include one, two, or three-week itineraries, offerings access to 
over 300 kilometers of protected rivers. Since all of these programs are mobile 
float trips, anglers can experience fresh stretches of water each day via drift 
boat. When you arrive in camp after a full day of drifting and fishing the river, 
your bags are unloaded and waiting for you, your bed is made, and the fire is lit. 
This is the perfect blend of comfort, adventure, remote waters, and long days of 
fishing. There are four trips and locations to choose from, and we can tell you from 
personal experience that every one of these programs is first-rate.

UPPER RIVER ADVENTURE
During a week of adventure floating through the upper stretch of the world’s first 
Taimen sanctuary, anglers fish two-to-a-boat from ClackaCraft drift boats – a 
dry and comfortable way to cover the distance between the network of six on-
river ger camps. 

LOWER RIVER ADVENTURE
As with the upper section, each day’s float covers 10 to 15 miles of water with 
different camp locations each night. This trip can also be combined with the upper 
river float trip to create an extended, 14-day float. 

CLASSIC CANYON TRIPS
Seven full days covering nearly 160 kilometers of epic Taimen and trout water 
with the use of inflatable NRS drift boats. This section of the Delger River is remote 
and difficult to access, offering pristine and secluded angling that can only be 
accessed by boat. 

HEADWATERS EXPEDITION TRIPS
This is the most adventurous trip in our Mongolian line-up and is ideally suited 
for athletic anglers who love to hike, walk, and wade. Each adventure begins by 
hiking or riding into the backcountry to reach the headwaters, as the entire camp 
– boats and all – is packed in on camels.
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meaning anglers can almost always find dry fly opportunities 
in addition to swinging streamer patterns or fishing nymphs. 
The Patagonian region of Argentina is a land often compared to 
the high deserts of the U.S. West: a freshwater destination that, 
much like Alaska or Montana, should absolutely be at the top of 
every serious angler’s travel list.

Although it was the trout fishing in Patagonia that originally 
put Argentina on the map of global fly fishing destinations, 
the country has also become world-renowned for impressive 
southern runs of sea-run browns in Tierra Del Fuego, massive 
rainbow trout in the southern lakes of the country, and 
productive golden dorado in the northern part of the country. 
Argentina has five primary fishing regions, each with its own 
characteristics and unique angling opportunities. There are 
three regions in Patagonia – northern, central, and southern 
– that collectively offer a limitless amount of productive trout 
water, including large floatable rivers, intimate wadeable 
spring creeks, and lakes that are home to trophy-sized fish. 
The fourth and southernmost region – Tierra Del Fuego – is 
home to the famous Rio Grande and the most consistent runs 
of enormous sea-run brown trout on the planet. Lastly, the 
subtropical areas of northern Argentina boast a variety of 
different waters and fishing scenarios, allowing anglers to 
target voracious golden dorado.

With an expansive line-up of fishing options, a strong network 
of established lodges, and experienced guides and outfitters 
that know their waters like the back of their hands, Argentina 
is a great choice for adventurous anglers that appreciate a 
warm and interesting culture, amazing scenery, and world-
class fishing.
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W
 ith a mainland area of more than one million square 
 miles, Argentina is the eighth-largest country in the 
 world, the second largest in Latin America, and the 
 largest among Spanish-speaking nations. In fishing 
circles, it is legendary for amazing trout action, countless rivers 
and lakes, and some of the most incredible scenery found 
anywhere on the planet. While traveling to Argentina does 
take a bit of time, this is a relatively easy trip. Anglers traveling 
to Argentina generally fly from north to south, thus avoiding 
the swings in time zones and jet lag associated with east-west 
travel. Overnight flights to Buenos Aires are readily available 
from many U.S. cities, allowing anglers to hit the ground 
running on arrival with a tour and a quick stay in Argentina’s 
amazing capital city or by continuing on to the final fishing 
destination that same day.

Argentina’s vast, mountainous, and open landscape creates 
a sharp contrast to the lush and temperate rainforest 
environment that characterizes the majority of neighboring 
Chile. The country is noted for its rich culture, friendly people, 
an abundance of excellent food (arguably the finest steak in the 
world), amazing Malbec wines, and of course, an impressive 
variety of freshwater gamefish that are wild, strong, and eager 
to take a fly. 

The primary destination for most anglers is the Patagonian 
region of Argentina – a massive area that is often referred to 
as the “Montana of 100 years ago” due to similar topography, 
a bounty of productive trout water, and fishing pressure 
considered extremely light by today’s standards. Throughout 
Argentine Patagonia, insect activity and hatches are generally 
consistent throughout the summer and fall fishing seasons, 

ARGENTINA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Rainbow, brown and brook trout in Patagonia, sea-run brown trout in 
Tierra Del Fuego and golden dorado in northern Argentina

SEASON: November through April for trout, and year-round for golden dorado

MAJOR AIR HUB: Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires (EZE)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for citizens of most countries

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Buenos Aires
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PATAGONIA RIVER GUIDES tres valles
Rio Pico, Argentina
PRG’s Tres Valles is an intimate and beautiful mountain lodge that 
only takes ten guests per week in four spacious double suites 
overlooking spectacular Desnudo Mountain. This is the ideal 
lodging choice for those looking to fish in one of the most beautiful, 
wild, and remote wilderness areas in all of Argentina. Located 
just outside the tiny town of Rio Pico, Tres Valles offers first-class 
accommodations, excellent service, and an incredible dining 
experience. For those looking for non-angling activities, horseback 
riding and cultural tours can easily be arranged. PRG pioneered fly 
fishing in the Rio Pico region – a remote area that is ideal for those 
that like to walk and wade as anglers seeking exceptional dry fly 
and sight fishing on small waters. There are also opportunities for 
legitimate, double-digit trophy fish in area lakes. Trips of any length 
can be arranged, and anglers often combine a week at Tres Valles 
with a week at the Lodge at Trevelin. 

PATAGONIA RIVER GUIDES NORTH
San Martin, Argentina
Patagonia River Guides North specializes in designing all-inclusive 
custom trip itineraries focused on the northern waters of Patagonia 
in and around the San Martin de los Andes area. A variety of 
different and well-known estancias and famous lodges can be 
integrated into each custom itinerary to allow anglers a well-
rounded fishing and lodging experience. Additionally, anglers 
can opt for staying in the beautiful mountain town of San Martin 
to experience the local culture or opt for a multi-day camping 
and float trip on several area rivers. PRG North’s variety of 
waters, accommodation options, and their overall level of guiding 
and service is second to none. This is a program that is highly 
recommended by our staff and clients and one that is ideal to pair 
with a stay at PRG South or PRG Tres Valles. 

PATAGONIA RIVER GUIDES Trevelin
Trevelin, Argentina
Patagonia River Guides is one of the most established and well-
known operations in all of Argentina, and the PRG South program 
is arguably the most comprehensive, high-end, and professional 
fishing operation in all of Patagonia. PRG’s philosophy is simple 
and straightforward: “To fish the best rivers, at the best times, 
with the best guides in the business – all while staying in first-
class accommodations, with excellent gourmet cuisine and 
all-inclusive services.” PRG’s diversity of waters, varied fishing, 
stunning scenery, personalized service, and lasting friendships 
have made this one of the most coveted trout operations in the 
world for all types of anglers. From the main lodge near the small 
town of Trevelin, guests fishing with PRG South have access to an 
endless frontier of incredible fly fishing options where anglers fish 
a different piece of water each day without repeating the same 
water twice. 
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CHOCOLATE LAB EXPEDITIONS
San Martin, Argentina
Chocolate Lab Expeditions offers three generations of family history and 
connections in the San Martin de Los Andes region, 27 years in the fishing business, 
and 22 years guiding and outfitting clients in Patagonia, Argentina. Owned by our 
great friends Ron and Vanessa Sorensen, CLE is the first program that Yellow Dog 
worked with in Argentina. They offer exceptional fishing on a variety of area waters, 
classic estancia accommodations, private access, nomadic itineraries, and a full 
taste of Patagonia’s authentic culture and hospitality. CLE utilizes the very best 
estancias (ranches) to offer top-tier lodging and fishing packages – including their 
new 80,000-acre flagship property on the lower Limay River – Limay River Ranch. 
Every trip with Chocolate Lab is completely customized, meaning that your itinerary 
will be structured around your expectations, the time of year, and your budget. 

LAS PAMPAS LODGE
Rio Pico, Argentina
Las Pampas Lodge sits in a beautiful and rugged remote corner of central 
Patagonia just outside the small frontier town of Rio Pico. The lodge offers a 
diverse and varied trout fishing program, providing anglers with a wide array of 
wade and float fishing possibilities, intimate spring creeks, and beautiful freestone 
rivers. Anglers can choose from a wide variety of fishing scenarios and options 
for rainbow, brown, and brook trout. The friendly atmosphere and gracious staff 
give guests a feeling that they are part of the extended lodge family throughout 
their stay. This is a classic, friendly, and authentic Argentine operation ideal for 
adventuresome fly anglers, dry fly junkies, and those looking for a remote and 
isolated location.

JURASSIC LAKE LODGE 
Jurassic Lake – Santa Cruz, Argentina
With an average fish size of 10 pounds and legitimate chances at rainbow trout in 
the 20-pound class any day of the season, this fishery truly must be experienced to 
be believed. The lodge is strategically situated along a protected shoreline where 
the Barrancoso River feeds directly into the lake – a location granting guests quick 
and easy access to the most productive stretches of water in the area. Round-trip 
charter flight services directly to the lake (allowing guests to avoid the six-hour 
drive from Comodoro Rivadavia) are an option for full-week packages. The property 
recently underwent a top-to-bottom renovation and remodel, including ten new 
guest rooms and an inviting lounge and dining area complete with a whiskey and 
wine bar.

ESTANCIA LAGUNA VERDE
Jurassic Lake – Santa Cruz, Argentina
The internationally renowned Lake Strobel (also known as “Jurassic Lake”) is a 
25-square-mile, crystal-clear piece of water that offers what may be the best 
trophy rainbow trout fishing on the planet. Located on the southern coast of this 
huge, desolate lake, guests of Laguna Verde have access to the vast southern coast 
of Strobel’s shoreline, famous “Monster Bay,” Moro Creek, and a productive section 
of the Barrancoso River. On a week-long trip to Jurassic Lake, chances are good 
you’ll catch the largest trout of your life under the guidance of some of the region’s 
best guides. The main Laguna Verde lodge is a classic Argentine ranch-style house 
featuring five double bedrooms, a spacious lounge, and a traditional dining area. 



85phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  ARGENTINAARGENTINA  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

ESTANCIA MARIA BEHETY 
Rio Grande, Argentina
Among the most established sea-run brown trout lodges 
in the world, Estancia Maria Behety has access to 32 
miles of controlled water and hundreds of the finest 
pools on the famous Rio Grande. The average trout in 
the Rio Grande weighs 9 pounds, one in five weighs 15 
pounds, and fish in the 20-to-25-pound range are always 
a possibility. A former turn-of-the-century ranch, the lodge 
is spacious and comfortable, with six double-occupancy 
rooms hosting a maximum of twelve anglers a week. A 
roaring fireplace, a well-stocked bar, and a talented team 
of chefs make the lodge experience as memorable as the 
time spent on one of the world’s trophy waters.  

VILLA MARIA LODGE 
Rio Grande, Argentina
Villa Maria Lodge is located on the lower section of the 
Rio Grande – a part of the river famous for producing 
massive, chrome-colored sea-run brown trout just 
beginning their journey upriver from the ocean. Villa 
Maria is positioned perfectly to take advantage of 
this productive section of the river, where the scent of 
the nearby ocean lingers on the passing wind. After a 
long day of fishing, enjoy relaxing in the classic lodge 
next to a roaring fire – overlooking the Rio Grande 
with a cocktail or glass of Argentine Malbec in hand. A 
staggering 80 percent of the lodge’s guests are repeat 
clients, a testament to the fishing, accommodations, and 
overall experience at Villa Maria. 

Tierra Del Fuego

KAU TAPEN LODGE
Rio Grande, Argentina
Another classic sea-run brown lodge located on the Rio 
Grande, Kau Tapen has long been a mainstay for serious 
sea trout addicts. Translated from “House of Fishing” in 
the Ona language, Kau Tapen was the first lodge on the 
river to host fishermen. Anglers can fish most days with 
the wind at their back or over their shoulder, and on this 
section of the river, short walks and easy wading are the 
norm. Wading this river is incredibly easy, with a pea-
gravel bottom and a consistent, even flow. The lodge 
accommodates up to ten guests per week, with single 
occupancy rooms, a large social room overlooking the 
Menendez and Rio Grande valleys, a well-stocked bar, a 
tackle shop, jacuzzi, sauna, and Finnish steam bath.

DESPEDIDA LODGE
Rio Grande, Argentina
Located along the middle section of the Rio Grande, 
Despedida Lodge is a small, intimate, family-run lodge 
with a hardcore fishing focus. This is an operation offering 
warm hospitality, great food, and experienced guides at 
an exceptional value. Despedida has fast and immediate 
access to some of the best and most productive pools on 
the entire river – something that maximizes fishing time 
throughout the week. Most days, anglers are on the water 
shortly after 7:30 a.m., returning to the lodge for lunch 
and an afternoon siesta before returning to the river for 
an evening session that typically extends well past dark. 
The lodge accommodates only six guests in three double 
occupancy rooms.

LA VILLA DE MARIA BEHETY
Rio Grande, Argentina

The Río Grande (Spanish for “great river”) 
is located on the island of Tierra del Fuego 
– a remote and rugged archipelago at the 
southernmost tip of the South American 
mainland. The Rio Grande is without question 
the king of sea trout rivers, and no place on 
earth comes close in numbers and size for sea 
run browns. The solitude and desolate beauty 
of this region is captivating, and this “land of 
fire” is much the same as it was in 1520 when 
Magellan saw it for the first time. 
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ARGENTINE GOLDEN DORADO 
Golden Dorado (a redundant name if there ever was one!) are often 
viewed as the apex predator fish in South America. Their ferociousness, 
strength, violent eats, and brute power stand in stark contrast to their 
exceptional beauty. Fly fishing for golden dorado has grabbed the 
imagination of numerous anglers over the past decade, and the 
waters of Argentina – from the Parana River in the north, to the vast 
Ibera marshland in Corrientes Province, to the Paraná Delta closer 
to Buenos Aires – can provide terrific sight fishing opportunities, 
consistent action, and strong numbers. All of these dorado programs 
can easily be combined with most Patagonia trout fishing trips for 
extended Argentine adventures.

GOLDEN DORADO RIVER CRUISER
Entre Rios, Argentina

PINTI’S DORADO ON THE FLY
Ita Ibate, Argentina

URBAN DORADO ANGLERS
Buenos Aires, Argentina

ADDITIONAL PATAGONIA TROUT
Whether you are looking for a classic estancia experience, a modern 
fishing lodge, or a multi-day float trip with on-water camping, Yellow 
Dog can arrange the perfect Patagonian and Argentine fishing 
adventure with the best guides and operators in the country. For 
detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing information, and dozens 
of photos for each operation, please scan the code below.

CARRILEUFU RIVER LODGE
Cholila and Los Alerces National Park

EL ENCUENTRO FLY FISHING
Esquel, Argentina

ESTANCIA TIPILIUKE
Chimehuín River Valley, Argentina

LIMAY RIVER RANCH
Peidra Del Aguila, Argentina

RIO MANSO LODGE
Bariloche, Argentina
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At Yellow Dog Flyfishing, we always 
recommend that our clients purchase 
insurance coverage to protect themselves and 
their valuable trip investment – no matter 
where in the world you’re traveling. While 
most destination anglers are unlikely to have 
problems that lead to initiating a claim (or 
activating a rescue-evac policy), the reality 
is that occasionally things go wrong. And – if 
you’re the one who needs a policy for coverage 
and reimbursement – we promise it will be the 
best investment you’ve ever made!

Most trips take place as planned, and the 
overall travel process is generally smooth. 
Nonetheless, there are times when nature, 
unforeseen personal issues, work conflicts, 
airline turmoil, or unpredictable health crises 
can derail what was destined to be “the trip of 
a lifetime.” When the unexpected happens, it 
is good to have a plan, and as we’ve learned 
over the years, travel interruptions can and do 
come out of nowhere.

Wayward Weather
Most travelers are aware of how the forces of nature 
can impact our worldly fisheries: seasonal hurricanes, 
sweeping wildfires, drought conditions, and unforeseen 
floods. It seems as if severe weather events are playing 
more of a factor with our trips every year. No matter 
what anglers do to limit the impacts of weather by 
focusing on certain seasons or trying to predict prime 
conditions, weather can always play a critical, and 
sometimes unfortunate, role in travel. While you may 
feel you can forego trip insurance because the weather 
is rarely a variable at your destination, remember 
weather events elsewhere can also disrupt the 
interconnected world of air travel. 

Airline Mayhem
More than three years after the world shut down, 
airlines are still reeling from the impact of the 
pandemic. A combination of high demand, staffing 
shortages, and infrastructural shortfalls continue to 
leave travelers in unfortunate scenarios. While the 
bulk of airline issues result in only minor delays, 
those delays can sometimes make the difference in 
connecting flights or arriving at your destination on 
time. Your time at your lodge is limited and valuable 
and covering any lost days or missed time on the water 
makes sense. 

Watch Your Step 
No one ever plans on stepping on a sea urchin or 
picking up a serious and incapacitating stomach bug. 
A rolled ankle while boarding the boat, an unplanned 
saltwater hook piercing, a severe rash that requires 
antibiotics … we have seen (and experienced) all kinds 
of things in the field. Pre-existing conditions and 
unpredictable accidents can prevent, disrupt, or end a 
trip altogether, and the costs associated with medical 
care or evacuation are generally unfavorable. While 
you’re likely to come home intact and in good health, 
a safety net for covering any potential health costs can 
be a game changer. 

Family Ties
Whether you’ve just arrived at your destination 
or are about to depart for an exciting week ahead, 
family emergencies do happen. A severely ill child, a 
medical accident, a completely unpredictable death 
in the family – in all these instances, travel takes a 
backseat to things that are far more important. Having 
a policy in place to protect against these unforeseen 
circumstances allows you to walk away from a trip and 
know that you are financially covered.

We’re such big believers in the importance 
of trip insurance coverage that we have a 
full-time, in-house travel insurance expert 
dedicated to providing our clients with coverage 
and protection options. Yellow Dog is unique 
in the industry in that our insurance specialist 
can work with you to determine the right 
product and coverage for your next adventure, 
including which type of insurance to buy, when 
to buy it, and – if necessary – assistance with 
navigating the claims process. When you book 
a trip with Yellow Dog, you can immediately 
discuss your insurance options with our team 
before you begin daydreaming about those 
wonderful days ahead.  

COVERING 
YOUR 
BASES
(and protecting your trip)
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popular time to visit and fish Chilean Patagonia. The fall season 
offers the beauty of brilliant colors, cooler temperatures, clear 
water conditions, and aggressive trout willing to chase big 
streamers. All in all, Chile’s fishing seasons and associated 
conditions are very similar to those found throughout the US 
West. A brisk spring, warm summer, and unpredictable fall can 
all offer great fishing with varying weather and water conditions. 

Chilean Patagonia has three distinct fishing regions – Los Lagos, 
Aysen, and Magallanes – each with its own unique appeal 
and advantages. The Los Lagos region in northern Patagonia 
is dominated by a lush, temperate rainforest ecosystem home 
to large lakes and sizable rivers most commonly accessed 
by boat. Central Patagonia, also known as the Aysen region, 
has a drier landscape like parts of western Montana, with 
diverse waters ranging from placid spring creeks to floatable 
freestone rivers. Farther south, near the bottom tip of the South 
American continent, the Magallanes region is possibly the most 
underdeveloped and least explored area of Patagonia: a wade 
fishing paradise home to countless small to mid-sized rivers and 
technical spring creeks. 

Here at Yellow Dog, we love the lodges, guides, and outfitters 
in Chile, and we consider the operations that we work with to 
be among the very best in the entire world of freshwater fishing. 
Whether you’re new to trout fishing or a seasoned angler that 
has fished worldwide, Chile can deliver a freshwater experience 
unlike any other. Outstanding amenities and accommodations, 
great food and wine, and a diversity of fishing scenarios and 
waters all combine to make Chile one of the very best fishing 
destinations on the planet.

 hile,” wrote Nobel Prize winner Pablo Neruda, is a 
 country that was “invented by a poet.” Situated 
 south of Peru and west of Bolivia and Argentina, 
 Chile extends for more than 2,880 miles in a narrow, 
serpentine ribbon stretching north to south along the western 
coast of South America. From the arid, mineral-rich Atacama 
Desert in the north to the lush coastal rainforests and deep 
glacial fjords of Patagonia, and further south to the windy and 
inhospitable lands surrounding the haunting spires of Torres 
del Paine National Park and Tierra del Fuego, the country is 
best described as “nature on a colossal and untamed scale.” 
The towering ranges of the Andes cover one-third of Chile, 
quickly falling away to a coastal landscape often compared 
to the U.S. Pacific Northwest. The angling opportunities in 
Chile are as diverse as the country’s landscape, offering 
outstanding dry fly fishing, consistent streamer action, and 
unique possibilities for brown and rainbow trout, King salmon, 
and even sea-run browns.

The Patagonian region of Chile is typically fished from mid-
November through late April when many rivers in North America 
are still cold or frozen. Spring-like conditions can be expected 
during November and December, summer conditions from 
January through mid-March, and typical fall weather from mid-
March through the end of April. As every trout angler knows, 
each season presents something special and distinct from 
the others. Spring, for example, offers rivers at their highest 
flows with hungry fish that have not seen flies or anglers in 
many months. The summer season offers the most consistent 
temperatures, the longest days, and legitimate terrestrial and 
“big foam” fishing. Much like July in Montana, this is the most 

CHILE TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Brown, brook, and rainbow trout, and the occasional 
sea-run brown trout and King salmon

SEASON: Late October through April

MAJOR AIR HUB: Santiago (SCL)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for citizens of 
most countries

LANGUAGE: Spanish

CAPITAL: Santiago

“C
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MARTIN PESCADOR LODGE
Santa Barbara and La Junta, Chile
A one-of-a-kind fishing and lodge program, Martin Pescador is what many 
consider the best in all of Patagonia. The fishing options are the most 
diverse in the region, with access to more than a dozen productive rivers, 
eight lakes, and numerous streams. Martin Pescador utilizes a unique, 
two-location platform that allows you to experience a variety of different 
areas, stay in two totally different lodges, fish numerous waters, and 
catch some of the largest fish in Chile – all in a single trip. A standard 
week-long itinerary will have you fishing the Largo Yelcho region for three 
days out of the Puerto Cardenas Lodge before transferring to the La Junta 
Lodge on the Rio Rosselot. The lodge’s professional team of experienced 
guides utilizes 4x4 trucks, jet boats, lake boats, and rafts to access 
remote and untouched waters. Incredible accommodations, beautiful 
settings, gourmet food, and a fishing program that pushes the boundaries 
for exciting destination fishing.

ESTANCIA DE LOS RIOS
Aysen Region, Chile
Estancia de Los Rios is located several hours north of Coyhaique – a 
massive 360,000-acre working ranch in the Rio Cisnes area in the heart 
of central Chilean Patagonia. With access to more than 60 miles of 
private rivers and tiny spring creeks, and a productive network of lakes 
and lagunas that are all located within the boundaries of the ranch, 
Estancia de los Rios offers outstanding dry fly fishing for wild brown 
trout in an isolated and totally private setting. With so many fishing 
opportunities available, guests can count on fishing well-rested water 
without ever fishing the same water twice or seeing another soul. The 
signature offering for this program are the large brown trout in skinny 
spring creeks and shallow lagunas. With classic and authentic estancia 
accommodations, excellent meals, and welcoming Chilean hospitality, 
the lodge is ideal for anglers looking who appreciate an immersive, 
secluded experience.  

MAGIC WATERS LODGE
Coyhaique, Chile
Nestled in a valley beneath ancient, glacier-capped peaks in the Aysen 
region of Patagonia, the scenery surrounding Magic Waters is beyond 
breathtaking. Strategically located to deliver productive, isolated fishing 
experiences, the lodge accesses both the coastal rainforest waters as 
well as those on the arid eastern Patagonian steppe. With a wide variety 
of public and private access to area freestone rivers, spring creeks, and 
productive lakes, Magic Waters has one of the best overall fishing line-
ups in Chile. The casual and welcoming main lodge, built from locally 
sourced wood and stone, boasts a spacious great room, fly tying area, 
wader room, and comfortable accommodations for up to twelve anglers. 
Adventurous anglers seeking big browns well off the beaten path can 
also add a River of Dreams Basecamp portion to the standard lodge stay. 
This basecamp program offers over 30 miles of beautiful, untouched, and 
wild trout water in an isolated and private setting.
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YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and books the 
following lodges and destinations throughout Chile. 
For detailed write-ups, lodge descriptions, pricing 
information and photos, scan the code below.

PATAGONIAN BASECAMP LODGE
La Junta, Chile

REMOTA RESORT
Puerto Natales, Chile

RIO PALENA LODGE
Palena, Chile

RIVER OF DREAMS BASECAMP
Coyhaique, Chile

CINCO RIOS LODGE and ESTANCIA DEL ZORRO
Coyhaique, Chile
Built on the edge of a high bluff overlooking the Rio Simpson near the historic Chilean city of Coyhaique, Cinco Rios Lodge 
offers one of the best locations and most established fishing programs in South America. While basing out of Cinco Rios, 
guests have access to many of the region’s most famous waters, including the Simpson, La Paloma, Mañihuales, Aysen, 
Megote, Guillermo, and De Leon, as well as numerous private rivers and streams exclusively owned or leased by Cinco 
Rios. Ideal for couples and families as well as hard-core anglers, the lodge itself is beautiful, with first-rate service, full 
amenities, and gourmet food and wines. 

Located 23 miles from Coyhaique on the Chilean-Argentine border is Cinco Rios’ sister operation, Estancia del Zorro – a 
totally secluded fishing operation in the heart of the Coyhaique-Alto Mountains. This 15,000-acre working estancia offers 
guests the chance to fish and explore isolated, intimate, and incredibly productive waters in both Chile and Argentina. This 
area is also a birdwatcher’s paradise, home to massive 
condors that frequent the high cliffs and canyons of 
the estancia. The condor viewing at del Zorro is an 
astonishing wildlife experience not to be missed. The 
Cinco Rios and del Zorro programs can be booked 
independently or as a two-location combo trip. At both 
locations, guests can expect seasoned, experienced 
guides, first-rate equipment, high-end accommodations, 
and some of the best food and wine in all of Chile. 

CHILE  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com
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Talk Tackle
While many anglers prefer to let their guide tie the knots, manage 
leader set-ups, and select all flies, other anglers like to be more 
hands-on. If you’re the type of person who likes to be involved in 
the decision-making process (or you’re fishing a location where 
you are required to bring your own flies and tackle), discuss 
your set-up with your guide ahead of time. Often, guides have 
preferences for everything from leader length to knot selection, 
and those minute factors play a part in your angling success in that 
specific fishery. That said, if the fish are not cooperating despite 
excellent conditions and casts, don’t hesitate to ask if a longer 
leader or smaller tippet diameter might improve the situation. If 
your guide prefers a specific knot, it’s likely because it has a higher 
success rate in their abundant experience.
 
Put In the Work
Picture this: After a relaxing evening, you arrive at the boat 
landing fresh, happy, and ready to attack the day. Your guide, while 
happy to see you, has likely been on the oars or poling platform 
for weeks on end. During peak season, it is not uncommon for 
guides to be on the water every single day. Understand that 
your guide wants nothing more than for you to be successful, 
but that requires hard work from both ends of the boat. If they 
are working hard to set you up for success, they appreciate you 
doing your part. By remaining ready, enthusiastic, and optimistic 
about your time on the water (and avoiding or at least hiding 
your crippling hangover!), your guide will feed off your positive 
energy. Show determination and remain steadfast, and your guide 
will likely be willing to go that extra mile to ensure you have more 
opportunities and a great overall experience.

Same Boat, 
The best guide and angler teams can almost “read” each other – 
silently communicating and operating in tandem with few words. 
An uptick in the guide’s pitch as he tells you to strip your line 
means the fish is following your fly. A slow turn of the skiff to 
clear your casting angle for a cruising fish. The harder dig of oars 
to slow the drift boat as you approach a productive bank section. 
Developing an understanding and awareness of these subtle 
forms of communication helps to build a form of partnership with 
your guide, and there is no doubt that this level of attentiveness 
can increase your success on the water. While the best teams are 
built over long periods of time, there are a few simple steps that 
can immediately improve your chances of developing a fruitful 
and productive partnership. 
 
Establish Expectations
Being honest about your abilities with yourself and your guide 
is paramount to success. Deal with this right out of the gate 
on your very first morning. If you struggle with the occasional 
tailing loop, poor line management, or too much drag in your 
drift, discuss it with your guide at the very beginning of the trip. 
Through honest communication, your guide can adjust their 
approach to suit your skill level and help coach you through 
the issue. Suppose your cast repeatedly falls short, or you keep 
snagging the trees. In that case, both the angler and guide 
become frustrated. Be honest and upfront to maximize your time 
on the water, and create a scenario where the guide can help 
improve your skills and performance.

Fine Tune the Clock
Understanding where your guide wants you to place the fly is 
fundamental to a successful day on the water. As you arrive for 
your first day on the flats or the river, make some quick casts 
to develop a mutual understanding of distance and location. 
The most common system is using the clock method, where the 
bow of the boat is always 12:00. While the difference between 
11:00 and 12:00 may not vary too much between guides, subtle 
interpretations might mean the difference between placing the 
fly in the right place and dropping it directly on the fish’s head. 
It’s the same with distance, as your interpretation of “30 feet” 
may be very different than your guide’s perspective from the 
back of the boat. Make some casts first thing in the morning, and 
ask the guide, “how far is this cast?” and “where is this cast on the 
clock?” Make sure that you are both on the same page from the 
very beginning.

There is something 
remarkable about 
falling into a rhythm 
with your guide. 

Same Team.
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Transparent aquamarine streams and surface-feeding trout 
make for a dramatic and technical showdown between 
angler and fish, requiring stealth, restraint, and a calculated 
approach. New Zealand trout often demand an accurate and 
delicate presentation, and every detail must be considered 
before casting to what may well be the fish of your lifetime. 
Fortunately, the seasoned guides of the region are well-versed 
in approaching these crafty fish, and working together as a 
team helps to level the playing field. While the average size 
of the brown trout found throughout the country is between 
four and seven pounds, hooking a double-digit, shovel-headed 
monster is always a possibility. 

Because it takes some time and effort to arrive and travel 
around in New Zealand, it is imperative that a trip is set 
up, organized, and planned the right way. New Zealand is 
definitely not a quick weekend getaway or a trip that can be 
done at the last minute. Because there is so much to do and see 
on both islands, a visit to this country should be anything but a 
standard package deal. That is why every trip that Yellow Dog 
books to New Zealand is fully customized according to each 
angler’s expectations, needs and abilities, budget, and overall 
trip goals. The primary fishing season in New Zealand stretches 
from November to April, presenting different opportunities and 
challenges for anglers each month.

NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Primarily brown trout on the South Island and a mix 
of browns and rainbows on the North Island

SEASON: November through late April
MAJOR AIR HUB: Auckland (AKL), Christchurch (CHC) and Wellington (WLG)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No visa required for 
private citizens from most countries for visits up to 90 days

LANGUAGES: English and Maori (the official and symbolic language of 
New Zealand)

CAPITAL: Wellington

F
    or serious trout anglers, New Zealand has long been 
   considered the Holy Grail of trout fishing, home to some 
  of the most famous and storied waters and technical 
 fishing scenarios on the planet. Aside from the solitude and 
big, wild fish, one of the main things that makes New Zealand 
such a remarkable destination for fly fishing enthusiasts is the 
pristine, unspoiled, and awe-inspiring wilderness that defines 
the country’s landscape. Most backcountry settings could 
easily be mistaken for film locations from Jurassic Park or Lord 
of the Rings: lush, tropical, and rich with the odors of river-
swept banks, fresh earth, and prolific vegetation.

While the entire country is small (similar in size to the state of 
Colorado), there is incredible diversity in terrain, landscape, 
and climate between New Zealand’s South Island and North 
Island. The North Island is somewhat volcanic, comprised of 
rolling green hills, bubbling geothermal pools, and beautiful 
beaches. The South Island is best described as having a more 
“rugged” beauty, with glaciers, fiords, and waterfalls along 
the dramatic Southern Alps that serve as the backbone of 
the island. Both islands are home to fantastic trout fishing 
opportunities, and some of the finest lodges and guides found 
anywhere in the world. 

The signature angling characteristic of New Zealand is most 
definitely the opportunity to sight fish for trophy brown trout. 
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OWEN RIVER LODGE
Murchison – South Island
The award-winning Owen River Lodge is the brainchild of 
Felix Borenstein, a world-class host and bona fide fishing 
fanatic. Every detail of this famous lodge is centered around 
fishing, situated in one of the finest sight-fishing brown 
trout regions in New Zealand. Over the years, Felix has 
created a New Zealand fly fishing institution, with many 
guests returning each season to experience amazing Kiwi 
hospitality and some of the largest brown trout found 
anywhere on the South Island. The lodge guides are 
seasoned and experienced, and the lodge program focuses 
on more than two dozen exceptional freestone rivers and 
spring creeks that do not require a helicopter to access. 
This five-star operation offers six well-appointed cottages 
perfectly situated on 16 acres.

STONEFLY LODGE
Nelson Lakes Region – South Island
The Nelson Lakes Region is home to what is arguably the 
most scenic fishing lodge setting in all of New Zealand — 
precisely the reason why John and Kate Kerr chose it as 
the location for Stonefly Lodge. With immediate access to 
three major national parks (Abel Tasman, Kahurangi, and 
Nelson Lakes) and dozens of amazing brown trout rivers 
within an hour’s drive of the lodge, Stonefly can easily 
satisfy the needs of both angling and non-angling guests. 
Most area rivers are accessed on foot or via four-wheel-drive 
trucks, and helicopters are always an option for remote 
backcountry waters. The gorgeous stone and timber lodge 
features four well-appointed bedrooms and can be booked 
out for exclusive use by small groups or large families.

PORONUI LODGE
Taupo Region – North Island
Nestled in the secluded Taharua Valley on New Zealand’s 
spectacular North Island, Poronui is one the world’s finest 
luxury wilderness lodges – long known for its incredible fly 
fishing and trophy big game hunting programs. Poronui is 
located in the heart of North Island trout country, and with its 
exclusive access to vast tracts of prime fish habitat, it is not 
uncommon to find yourself on a river that hasn’t seen another 
soul in weeks. Guides access the area via modern off-road 
vehicles or helicopter fly-outs — an option we absolutely 
recommend as it provides an exciting way to experience 
and fish the region’s remote rivers and streams. With fully 
customizable packages, guests can stay in the main lodge, 
the exclusive Blake House (ideal for families or intact groups), 
or Poronui’s riverside “Safari Camp.” Unaffected by snow 
melt, Poronui’s rivers open on the first of October each year 
and offer great fishing throughout the season.
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MINARET STATION
Queenstown Lakes Region – South Island

FIORDLAND LODGE
Te Anau – South Island

MATAURA RIVER LODGE
Riversdale – South Island

TONGARIRO LODGE
Turangi – North Island

CEDAR LODGE
Makarora – South Island
Under new ownership as of 2019, Cedar is a small-scale, high-end heli operation that is tucked in the shadow of the 
remote peaks of the Southern Alps of New Zealand near Mt Aspiring National Park. The pristine, unpressured streams of 
the region make for exceptional sight fishing for brown trout with a team of seasoned, experienced guides. There are more 
than 20 rivers within striking distance of the lodge, and with the lodge’s all-inclusive heli-fishing program, anglers can 
access some of the most spectacular trout waters found anywhere on the South Island. In addition, Cedar Lodge’s location 
is optimal for hiking, sightseeing, wine touring, and golf (there is a five-hole course on the property), making it a great 
option for anglers traveling with non-angling companions. The meals at Cedar are influenced by various New Zealand 
culinary styles, with an emphasis on the farm-to-table concept.

Daily helicopter fly-outs are included in all package rates, allowing for a level of angling flexibility that few lodges can 
offer. The lodge hosts a maximum of eight guests per week, ensuring that nearby fisheries see little pressure throughout 
the season. New for the 2023 season, Cedar has acquired landing consents for six systems on the west coast of the island 
– new waters that dramatically expand the reach of the overall fishing program. These new fisheries are highly weather 
dependent, but when the windows exist, these are waters that are highly exclusive from a pressure standpoint.

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

For detailed write- ups, lodge 
descriptions, pricing information and 
photos on our additional New Zealand 
offerings, scan the code at right.
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country stand as relics of past grandeur. And, of course, 
there is no better way to end a day of fishing than a visit 
to a local pub for the best-tasting Guinness on the planet. 
Visitors to Ireland appreciate the charm of traditional Irish 
hospitality, and overall, these trip packages offer one of the 
very best values found anywhere in the world for freshwater 
angling. If you’re looking for the ideal fishing escape, a 
couple’s trip, family vacation, or even a fishing-golf combo 
trip, Ireland is the perfect option at a terrific overall price. 

IRELAND TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Atlantic salmon, brown trout 

SEASON: Varies, although most operations run 
mid-March through late September

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Dublin (DUB) and Shannon 
(SNN)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No 
visa required for private citizens from most countries 
for visits up to 90 days
LANGUAGE: English 

CAPITAL: Dublin
IRELAND
    ishing in Ireland delivers one of the most unique 
   angling experiences in the world: a combination of 
 amazing history, wonderful hospitality, engaging 
 cultural immersion, and plenty of ideal fishing 
opportunities. Affectionately known as the Emerald Isle, 
Ireland is famous for breathtaking seascapes, rolling 
green hills, salmon-filled rivers, and tranquil “loughs” 
(lakes). Dramatic cliffs tower over rugged and wind-swept 
coastlines, while ancient ruins scattered throughout the 

CLONANAV FLY FISHING
County Waterford, Ireland
In business for more than 20 years, Clonanav Fly 
Fishing provides legitimate guide and outfitting 
services on the Suir, Nire, and Tar Rivers – some of 
the top waters in southern Ireland for indigenous 
brown trout as well as seasonal Atlantic salmon. 
Over the years, Clonanav has evolved from a simple 
guide operation to a full-service fly shop, fly fishing 
school, outfitting business, and destination offering 
all-inclusive trip packages. Recognized as the premier 
destination for stream fishing in Ireland, Clonanav 
offers unparalleled levels of service and some of the 
country’s most accomplished and seasoned guides. 
All-inclusive packages can include lodging, all meals, 
ground transportation, equipment, a private driver, 
area tours, and some of the best guided fishing 
available in Ireland. 

GREAT FISHING HOUSES OF IRELAND
Counties Connemara, Mayo, Cork, and Galway - Ireland
The Great Fishing Houses of Ireland are a unique collection of 
twelve of the finest, most historic fishing establishments and 
operations in the country. To be featured in this group, each 
destination has met the most stringent standards: amazing 
accommodations, high-end services and facilities, and legitimate 
on-site fishing. Every trip we book with the Great Fishing Houses 
is totally customized, and Yellow Dog can create itineraries that 
include stays at any number of these historical and high-end 
operations. Accommodations can range from quaint guesthouses 
to classic sporting manors to historic castles. All offer direct 
access to productive and often-times exclusive waters, as well as 
opportunities for Atlantic salmon, native brown trout, and sea-
run browns. All locations are run by people with a keen interest 
and direct connection to the sport of fly fishing, and all employ 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic ghillies (guides) who are more 
than happy to share the very best of Irish fishing. 

F
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ICELAND
isolated fisheries of the high Pyrenees – little has changed. 
The Spanish Pyrenees are the largest mountain range in 
southern Europe, offering several different options for fly 
fishing. High mountain lakes with spectacular views, hidden 
aqua-blue gorges teeming with indigenous Mediterranean 
zebra (brown) trout, and crystal clear mountain streams 
in the Aragon region are the signature offerings of the 
program. Further to the east, Catalonia offers larger 
tailwater rivers with browns and rainbows of all sizes. 
Combo trips that include fishing in both regions (with 
opportunities for fish of all sizes) can easily be arranged.

SPAIN TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Mediterranean 
zebra (brown) trout

SEASON: Year-round 

MAJOR AIR HUB: Barcelona (BCN) 
and Madrid (MAD)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid 
passport. No visa required for private 
citizens from most countries for visits up to 
90 days

LANGUAGE: Spanish 

CAPITAL: MadridSPAIN

PYRENEES FLY FISHING
Aragon and Catalonia Regions, Spain
Fly fishing in the Pyrenees offers an incredible 
freshwater angling experience in some of the most 
beautiful and picturesque settings found anywhere 
on the planet. Pyrenees Fly Fishing is a company 
run by passionate, experienced local guides who 
love sharing their area waters with visiting anglers. 
This incredibly unique and fully customized program 
offers legitimate fly fishing options with a wide 
range of waters, locations, and scenery, as well as 
tours and adventures that are ideal for non-angling 
travel companions. The staples for this program are 
remote waters, light fishing pressure, warm and 
sunny weather, consistent dry fly action, and wild, 
indigenous fish. Trip packages combine culture, 
history, and fantastic food and wine in a part of Spain 
that is surrounded by the very best rivers, lakes, 
and high mountain streams. With fully customizable 
itineraries, guests can plan their trip around their 
angling desires, non-angling activities and tours, 
lodging preferences, and budget. 

SPAIN  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  ICELAND

A
  little-known trout destination for most anglers, the 
  Spanish Pyrenees offers one of the most picturesque 
   and unique fishing experiences in the world. The 
    ancient European nation of Spain offers wild 
Mediterranean brown trout in high mountain waters, an 
appealing climate, consistent dry fly action, exotic culture, 
delicious food, and some of the most stunning landscapes 
found anywhere in the world. Ernest Hemingway visited (and 
fished) Spain in the 1920s and found himself fascinated by 
the rivers, mountains, and the warmth of the local people. 
One hundred years later – in the remote mountains and 
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system to minimize angling pressure. All itineraries for our 
Iceland programs make it possible to blend extraordinary 
fishing with fantastic non-angling activities. Pursue native 
brown trout, char, and wild salmon before visiting the major 
cities like Reykjavik or exploring the countryside and the 
amazing natural attractions of the region. Often referred 
to as the “land of fire and ice,” Iceland offers fantastical 
landscapes, volcano expeditions, local hot springs and 
waterfalls, coastline tours, and an attractive city experience.

ICELAND TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Wild brown trout, Atlantic 
salmon, and char

SEASON: June through early October

MAJOR AIR HUB: Reykjavik–Keflavik Airport 
(KEF)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Valid passport. No 
visa required for private citizens from most countries 
for visits up to 90 days

LANGUAGES: Icelandic and English

CAPITAL: Reykjavik
ICELAND

FISH PARTNER
Iceland
Fish Partner offers fully customized, multi-day 
itineraries as well as several pre-set adventures 
that include river, stream, and lake fishing for 
trophy wild brown trout, char, and Atlantic salmon. 
Accommodations of all types can be arranged, from 
wilderness camping to basic countryside guesthouses 
to high-end, luxury lodges and hotel stays. All trips 
are fully customized and uniquely set up for each 
individual booking.

REYKJAVIK ANGLING CLUB
Iceland
Yellow Dog is pleased to offer Icelandic angling packages 
through Reykjavik Angling Club – the largest outfitter and 
license holder in Iceland, with access to more than two 
dozen of the country’s most renowned rivers and private 
fisheries. Offering both trout and Atlantic salmon fishing, 
anglers fish these rivers utilizing the European-style “beat 
system.” Every itinerary is totally customized, and anglers 
are paired with the lodges and locations that best suit their 
needs and preferences. 

SPAIN  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  ICELAND

 ith a population of fewer than 350,000 people 
 and more miles of pristine water than could 
 realistically be fished in a lifetime, Iceland 
 offers some of the best and most legitimate fly 
fishing opportunities for trophy brown trout, Arctic char, and 
Atlantic salmon found anywhere. Iceland is a fantastic option 
for anglers looking for quick and easy access to a destination 
that combines intimate waters, great wading, big fish, and 
world-class scenery. The small nation has always prioritized 
conservation, utilizing the classic European style “beat” 

W
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ALASKA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Rainbow trout, five species of Pacific salmon, Dolly 
Varden, char, grayling, pike, halibut

SEASON: June through October for trout and salmon, and April through 
May for steelhead

MAJOR AIR HUB: Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport (ANC)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: Photo identification for airline travel, and a 
valid Alaskan fishing license

STATE CAPITAL: Juneau

to share their waters, runs of salmon so thick you can almost 
walk across their backs, and incredibly long fishing days in a 
land where the sun hardly sets — the most important question 
becomes: “Where exactly should I go?” A quick search on the 
web produces a long list of Alaskan lodge and outfitter options, 
all claiming to be the best, and all showing photos of anglers 
holding fat, trophy fish. With so many choices, how do you 
narrow down the list and ultimately choose the right lodge or 
fishing operation? 

Here at Yellow Dog, we’ve assembled a solid, well-vetted 
list of lodge and outfitting options, and we feel strongly that 
we have the finest overall Alaskan lineup in the business. 
We’ve spent over 20 years visiting Alaska’s best operations 
and learning the ins and outs of the fishing seasons, and 
we’re happy to dial our clients in with the very best options 
and knowledge. When working with Yellow Dog to plan 
and research a trip, you can expect realistic and honest 
information to help you select the perfect destination. 
Between our extensive experience of the fisheries and first-
hand knowledge of every operation we work with, we’ll 
create an itinerary and a trip package that more than lives 
up to your expectations. Whether you choose a high-end 
fly-out lodge, a remote tent camp, or an overnight float trip 
in the Alaskan bush, Alaska is a destination that can deliver 
great fishing, breathtaking scenery, and a fantastic overall 
wilderness experience.

C
 overing more than 371 million acres, the “Land of the 
 Midnight Sun” contains one-fifth the total landmass 
 of the Lower 48, more than half of America’s national 
 park land, and more world-class water than a person 
could fish in a lifetime. Even today, a trip to Alaska feels like 
a journey to a far-off and exotic country — an extreme and 
thrilling destination that feels as if it should require a passport.

The Bristol Bay region is the epicenter of sportfishing in Alaska, 
and each summer, all five species of Pacific salmon return to 
the area to spawn. With tens of millions of salmon arriving 
each year, the rainbow trout, char, grayling, bears, eagles, 
and everything else in the ecosystem eagerly await their 
arrival. This complex food web exists because of the salmon, 
and for anglers, the opportunities to catch multiple species 
(including some of the largest rainbow trout in the world) are 
limitless. Since the Bristol Bay region of Alaska is sparsely 
inhabited by humans, these fisheries enjoy a high level of 
protection, and anglers are provided with a truly wild and 
remote fishing experience. Along with the famous waters of 
Bristol Bay, other Alaskan options include trophy pike fishing 
in the Yukon drainage, saltwater fishing for halibut and 
salmon, and steelhead in both the Aleutians and on the rivers 
of Southeast Alaska.

Once an angler decides to plan a trip to experience all Alaska 
has to offer — huge rainbows, massive brown bears willing 
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NO SEE UM LODGE
Kvichak River, Alaska
One of Yellow Dog’s all-time favorite operations, No See Um 
Lodge sits directly on the banks of Alaska’s famous Kvichak River, 
surrounded by thousands of miles of pristine waters, rugged 
wilderness, and world-class fishing. This is an incredible option for 
couples, families, or anglers who are headed to Alaska for the first 
time. It is also the ideal destination for seasoned veterans that love 
to focus on the area’s massive rainbow trout. Home to the original 
“pilot-guide” program, the lodge’s floatplanes stay with anglers 
throughout each day, ensuring that you are always fishing the best 
waters at any given time during your week. If that means fishing 
several different locations or rivers in a single day, then that’s what 
the guides will deliver! Excellent planes and equipment, some of 
the best pilots in the game, and access to the region’s finest, most 
productive waters.

ENCHANTED LAKE LODGE
Katmai National Park, Alaska
For more than 50 years, Enchanted Lake Lodge has provided 
anglers with incredible fishing experiences, exceptional guides, 
and high-end accommodations in one of the most beautiful 
settings in Alaska. With a dedicated focus on the area’s amazing 
trophy rainbow fisheries, this is one of the finest operations in the 
entire world of freshwater fishing. We can tell you from personal 
experience that these guys know how to do things right! Utilizing 
two De Havilland Beavers, numerous jet boats stationed throughout 
Bristol Bay, and small rafts that can be flown into smaller waters, 
this is a world-class trophy-rainbow-focused destination that offers 
access to the Kulik, American, Brooks, Battle, Big and Little Ku, 
Moraine, Funnel, Kvichak, and numerous other fisheries throughout 
the region. This is the ideal option for anglers looking for the very 
best accommodations, inclusions, and amenities in Alaska – at a 
lodge that truly knows how to deliver mind-blowing on and off-
water experiences.

KULIK LODGE
Katmai National Park, Alaska
Alaska’s very first fly-in sportfishing operation, historic Kulik Lodge 
is situated on the banks of the Kulik River — easily one of the top 
trout rivers in the world. The famous main lodge, originally built in 
the late 1950s, boasts a large common room with a stone fireplace, 
a main dining area, and a full angler’s bar stocked with cocktails, 
wine, and beer. For accommodations, free-standing, newly built 
guest cabins are situated on the shores of Nonvianuk Lake. With 
every Kulik package, anglers can fish a long day via jet boat on 
the lodge’s home river, fly out to over a dozen area rivers, or create 
a combination of the two scenarios for a completely customized 
itinerary. As an added bonus, the prime location on the Kulik River 
means that if you are a fish-till-you-drop angler, evening and night 
fishing after a full day with your guide is always an option. 
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BEAR TRAIL LODGE
Naknek River – King Salmon, Alaska
Bear Trail Lodge, owned by long-time Alaskan outfitters 
Nancy and Heath Morris, is located on the banks of the 
Naknek, a river that was once named the “#1 Rainbow Trout 
River in Alaska” by Fish Alaska Magazine. Serious big-trout 
enthusiasts consider the “Nak” to be one of the finest fisheries 
in the world. With Bear Trail’s diverse fishing program, you 
can fish for all five species of Pacific salmon, focus on trophy-
sized rainbow trout on the lodge’s home river, or fly out to 
the area’s most productive fisheries. The lodge complex 
comprises a comfortable and inviting main lodge with a large 
dining room, several social rooms, a full bar area, and large 
decks overlooking the river. Each of the lodge’s private cabins 
is connected by an expansive boardwalk network elevated 70 
feet above the river.

RIVERSONG LODGE
Lake Creek Area, Alaska
Located only 70 air miles northwest of Anchorage at the 
confluence of the Yentna River and Lake Creek, Riversong is 
the perfect destination for a stand-alone trip, a quick weekend 
excursion, or a multi-day add-on that compliments a longer 
Alaskan lodge package. Accessed via floatplane, the lodge 
offers solid home-water fishing for all five species of salmon, 
as well as Arctic grayling and prolific numbers of rainbows. 
The standout for the Riversong program is the Lake Creek 
tributary that feeds into the much larger Yetna – a stream 
that Riversong considers their home water. Relatively small 
in width and flow, Lake Creek is the perfect stream for wade 
anglers looking for an intimate trout and salmon experience. 
Guests can arrive or depart any day of the week and arrange 
trips of any length. While this is a program that works for 
anglers of all skill levels, we especially love Riversong for 
kids and families.

TORDRILLO MOUNTAIN LODGE
Denali Region, Alaska
Tordrillo Mountain Lodge is one of our top locations in Alaska 
for families, couples, and kids, offering incredible food, 
high-end accommodations, great home-water fishing, and a 
large line-up of non-angling activities to complement the 
fishing. This beautiful, luxury adventure-lodge is located at 
the headwaters of the Talachulitna River, a short 45-minute 
Beaver flight from Anchorage. There are numerous other 
rivers and creeks in the immediate area that are accessed 
utilizing a combination of boats, helicopters, and float 
planes. Offering a higher degree of comfort and amenities 
than most Alaskan destinations, Tordrillo can accommodate 
all types of packages – from shorter, two-day trips to week-
long itineraries.
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MIDNIGHT SUN TROPHY PIKE ADVENTURES
Yukon Drainage, Alaska
Midnight Sun offers what is hands-down the finest fishing for 
northern pike in all of Alaska, if not the world. With the ability to 
access more than 350 river miles of the remote Yukon Drainage, 
this is the only operation in this entire fishery. The average week 
sees each angler landing more than ten fish in the 40-inches 
range, and at least 50 percent of anglers land fish larger than 
45 inches during their week. Guests stay on a new “ballistic 
catamaran” named the Patriot – a live-aboard specifically built 
for Midnight Sun to maximize comfort and provide limitless 
access to area waters. The Patriot is a custom-built, aluminum 
hull, forty-foot catamaran outfitted with twin 300HP engines. It 
accommodates four anglers per week, accessing the Yukon River 
in an incredibly comfortable and efficient way with the ability 
to move locations throughout the trip and focus on the best and 
most rested fishing areas.

THE LODGE AT 58 NORTH
Naknek River, Alaska
Located in the heart of the Bristol Bay watershed, The Lodge at 
58 North is a great option for anglers and travelers looking for a 
true Alaskan experience and incredible fishing opportunities with 
one of the most seasoned guide teams and staffs in the entire 
state. Located on the banks of the world-renowned Naknek River, 
guests have access to amazing home water fishing for trout and 
salmon, as well as options for daily fly-outs to dozens of remote 
fisheries throughout the Bristol Bay region. Longtime Alaskan 
guides Kate and Justin Crump, along with their incredible team 
of guides, pilots, and staff, know this area better than anyone. 
They take great pride in making all guests feel welcome and 
part of the family. Whether it is your first time in Alaska or you 
are a seasoned traveler to the area, The Lodge at 58 North pairs 
incredible fishing with a remarkable lodge experience.

ANIAK RIVER LODGE
Western Alaska
A unique Western Alaska lodging and fishing experience, Aniak 
River Lodge offers a huge amount of diversity in their program, 
with a lower main lodge location, an upper-river wilderness 
tent camp, and a new mid-river lodge site. The Aniak is a main 
tributary to the Kuskokwim River and home to 10 different 
species of fish that – depending on the time of the season – can 
all be caught on the fly. Being the only lodge built directly on the 
Aniak, this operation has exclusive access to nearly 60 miles of 
pristine river and tributaries via jet boat. Despite being situated 
in the heart of the Alaskan wilderness, Aniak offers comfortable 
accommodations and great amenities – and all just steps away 
from some of the best rainbow trout fishing in Alaska. 
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It’s all on our website at 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

YELLOW DOG also proudly represents and 
books the following lodges and destinations 
throughout Alaska. For detailed write-ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing information, and 
photos, please scan the code below.

OUTPOST ON THE NUSH
Nushagak River – Southwestern Alaska
Outpost on the Nush, formerly “Egdorf’s Western 
Alaska,” is an on-the-spot camp that has been in 
continuous operation since 1982. This high-value, 
no-frills wilderness camp operation is 100% focused 
on fly fishing in a pristine, isolated wilderness setting. 
The riverside camp experience is enhanced by long 
guided days on incredibly productive waters, regular 
wildlife sightings, and great home water pools for 
more after-dinner angling opportunities. Owner Dave 
Pishko and his team of guides know the waters of 
the Upper Nushagak extremely well. With a camp 
location well away from crowds and other lodges, 
Outpost caters to anglers looking for some of the most 
remote, untouched fishing opportunities in the interior 
wilderness of Alaska.

ALASKA CHARTER SERVICE 
Adventurous mothership
Southeast Alaska

ALASKA RAINBOW ADVENTURES 
FLOAT TRIPS
Bristol Bay, Alaska

ALASKA SPORTSMAN’S LODGE
Kvichak River, Alaska

BRISTOL BAY LODGE
Lake Aleknagik, Alaska

BROOKS LODGE
Katmai National Park, Alaska

CHROME CHASERS lodge
Wrangell, Alaska

ICY BAY LODGE
Yakutat, Alaska

GROSVENOR LODGE
Katmai National Park, Alaska

MISSION LODGE
Lake Aleknagik, Alaska

SANDY RIVER
Aleutian Peninsula, Alaska
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hand-picked lodges, guides, and outfitters in Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Oregon, and Washington. 

In the Southeast United States, Arkansas and Tennessee 
continue to deliver exciting on-water action and some of the 
largest fish in the US on both streamers and dry flies. Arkansas’ 
White River has a reputation for being one of the top streamer 
destinations anywhere, and Tennessee’s hatches can rival 
those found on many of the top rivers in the West. Our lodge 
partners in the Southeastern United States are easy to access, 
offer first-rate accommodations, and allow guests to create trip 
itineraries that work for any schedule.

One of the most colorful and festive states in the country, 
Louisiana is known for warm hospitality, great food, amazing 
music, fascinating people and, of course, the greatest redfishing 
found anywhere. The coastline, mud flats, and massive marsh 
networks that define coastal Louisiana offer outstanding sight 
fishing opportunities in areas that can be fished year-round. 
Serious anglers will tell you that this area of the Gulf Coast is 
home to not only the largest overall populations of redfish, but 
also the largest fish size-wise. While big Louisiana reds can at 
times be challenging, as a general rule, they love to eat flies in 
shallow water, and the eats are often-times incredibly close to 
the boat. When fishing for reds, it’s all about the eat!

Whether you’re looking to plan a high-end family outing, 
searching for a budget solo trip, or are interested in a weekend 
fishing vacation that includes a diverse lineup of species and 
fishing scenarios, we can guide you through the process of 
finding the right domestic package and arranging the ideal 
itinerary. Yellow Dog’s US team can help you coordinate and 
plan the best trip possible to get you out on the water and in the 
game for the coming season.

 ith so many incredible international destinations to 
 choose from, it is often-times easy to overlook the 
 productive and beautiful fisheries close to home. 
 However, the reality is the continental United States 
has some of the top fresh and saltwater fisheries found 
anywhere, with many options that are surprisingly quick and 
easy to access. Whether you’re looking for a quick angling 
escape, or a longer, all-inclusive lodge package, there are 
fantastic options without the time commitment and demands 
usually required with international travel. Yellow Dog’s 
experience across the Lower 48 is extensive, meaning we can 
plan the ideal trip that allows you to experience the very best 
of the United States. From the famous rivers of the US West, to 
the bayous and marshes of the Gulf Coast, to the small streams 
and rivers of the eastern seaboard and Southeast, Yellow Dog 
has you covered with dozens of proven, vetted, and established 
lodge and outfitting options.

When it comes to fishing in the lower-48, the US West is the 
first region that comes to mind for many anglers. The fishing 
opportunities throughout the American West are legendary, 
and anglers from all over the world travel to the region to fish 
such storied waters as the Madison, Big Hole, Henry’s Fork, 
Yellowstone, Bitterroot, Big Horn and hundreds of other rivers, 
streams, and lakes. Whether you’re searching for trophy-sized 
wild trout on the well-known “blue ribbon” waters of Montana, 
seeking solitude on a high mountain stream or alpine lake in 
Wyoming or Idaho, or swinging for steelhead in the waters of 
Oregon or Washington, Yellow Dog offers an exciting lineup 
of fishing opportunities throughout the western states. Yellow 
Dog was born and bred in Montana, and our headquarters are 
located in the heart of historic downtown Bozeman. When it 
comes to fishing the region, we know the programs well, and 
we’re proud to have created a fantastic western network of 

LOWER 48

YELLOW DOG OFFERS THE 
MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND 
COMPLETE DOMESTIC LODGE 
LINE-UP IN THE BUSINESS!

W
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MADISON DOUBLE R
Cameron, Montana
One of Yellow Dog’s favorite western destinations, 
this incredible trout lodge is hands-down one of the 
nicest, most complete, and most well-designed fishing 
operations in the United States. John Sampson, the 
former co-owner and host of the venerable Ruby Springs 
Lodge, launched his latest project in 2019 with the goal 
of creating “the ultimate lodge experience that offers 
superb cuisine, comfortable accommodations, and the 
right balance of sophisticated service and easygoing 
atmosphere.” Of course, the lodge amenities are paired 
with outstanding guides and a fishing program that offers 
access to the Madison, Lower Big Hole, Ruby, Jefferson, 
Hebgen Lake, and other nearby waters in Montana, 
Idaho, and Yellowstone National Park. The Double R is 
one of the finest, most in-demand operations in the entire 
Yellow Dog line-up.

RUBY SPRINGS LODGE
Alder, Montana
Ruby Springs Lodge has a well-earned reputation as one 
of the country’s nicest, most luxurious fishing lodges, 
delivering exceptional service and attention to detail on 
every level for decades. This high-end operation consists 
of two main lodge buildings and several luxurious, private 
“cabins” built directly on the banks of the Ruby River. The 
accommodations are next level, the meals are gourmet, 
and the amenities and setting will satisfy even the most 
discriminating guest. This is one of our top destinations 
for couples and families looking for a diverse Montana 
fishing vacation combined with an authentic western 
lodge experience.

COMPLETE FLY FISHER LODGE
Wise River, Montana
The Big Hole River is one of the US West’s most iconic 
and celebrated rivers. Located just downstream from 
the confluence of the Big Hole and the Wise River, The 
Complete Fly Fisher is ideally situated to take advantage 
of the amazing angling opportunities found throughout the 
immediate area, as well as numerous outdoor recreational 
activities in the Big Hole Valley and Southwestern 
Montana. First opened in 1968, the lodge is now owned by 
two fly fishing industry veterans – Paul Moseley of Ruby 
Springs Lodge and John Barrett, a long-time television 
personality and host of Fly Fishing the World. We consider 
this operation one of the finest in the US West.

LOWER 48  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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LODGE AT EAGLE ROCK
Cascade, Montana
With excellent customer service, gourmet meals, well-appointed 
accommodations, and fully customized fishing packages, Eagle 
Rock is hands down the nicest, most complete lodge option 
on the Missouri River. The lodge itself is an 8,000-square-foot 
historic inn that combines a magnificent setting, rustic elegance, 
and exceptional amenities. From the 100-year-old barnwood 
floors to the river-rock fireplace in the Great Room, the lodge 
“feels” like Montana. It is the ideal destination for intact 
groups seeking a private lodge experience on one of the most 
productive rivers in the US West. While the Missouri River is the 
primary focus of the Eagle Rock program, guests can also fish 
Prickly Pear Creek, Belt Creek, the Blackfoot River, the Dearborn 
River, the Sun River, and others. 

MADISON VALLEY RANCH
Ennis, Montana
Overlooking Montana’s famed Madison River, this large, 
private ranch (fully renovated in 2021) is located on the banks 
of the “Channels” section of the Madison River – three miles 
outside the famous fly fishing town of Ennis. MVR is among 
the nicest and best-run operations in Montana, with beautiful 
rooms, great amenities, and a kitchen staff that takes pride 
in serving gourmet meals. While wade and float fishing on 
the Madison River is a staple of this program, anglers can 
also opt to fish nearby Jack Creek, the Big Hole, Beaverhead, 
Yellowstone, and more. The ranch has various accommodation 
options, making it the ideal location for families, groups, 
corporate retreats, and even solo anglers. All rooms offer a 
stunning countryside view of the surrounding mountain ranges 
and the ever-changing Montana sky.

NORTH FORK CROSSING LODGE
Ovando, Montana
The North Fork Crossing Lodge – built directly on the banks of 
the North Fork of the Blackfoot River – is the only full-service 
fishing lodge in the legendary Blackfoot Valley. Outfitted with 
all the comforts of a full-service lodge, unique tent cabins 
deliver an intimate and direct connection to nature and Montana 
outdoors. Each canvas tent cabin comes equipped with heat, 
electricity, wood floors, and a private bathhouse. The Blackfoot 
River boasts large populations of native West Slope cutthroat 
trout, and years of collaborative efforts toward restoration of the 
Blackfoot River as a fishery means that the fishing keeps getting 
better and better. Along with the Blackfoot, guests have access 
to several other rivers, including the mighty Missouri, which is 
only an hour and a half away.
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SMITH RIVER FLOAT TRIPS
Central Montana
There is one trip that the entire Yellow Dog team looks forward to 
every spring, one that many of us who live in Montana consider 
our favorite adventure of the year. We’re talking about a multi-
day camping and float trip on Montana’s Smith River. The Smith 
adventure is a five-day, fully guided journey down 60 miles of 
pristine, protected, and isolated waters that wind through a scenic 
and remote canyon over the course of five days. When you arrive 
at camp at the end of each day, spacious two-person tents are 
already pitched, camp is set up, dinner is cooking and the drinks 
are ready. This is surely one of the most special fishing trips 
available in the western United States – great for hardcore anglers 
as well as families, kids, and groups of friends looking for a totally 
unique, on-water camping trip.

MIDDLE FORK OF THE SALMON FLOAT TRIP
Frank Church Wilderness, Idaho
Idaho’s Frank Church Wilderness is one of the most secluded and 
rugged areas in the entire Lower 48. Carving through the very 
heart of this vast, untouched wilderness is the legendary Middle 
Fork of the Salmon River. Offering the action of class three and 
four rapids, abundant wildlife, and typically crystal-clear waters, 
this one of the most treasured multi-night camping and float trips 
available anywhere in the western US. On a typical Middle Fork 
trip, you will float for roughly 100 miles through an ancient granite 
rock canyon utilizing classic wooden McKenzie-style drift boats. 
The productive Salmon River cutthroat fishery has been managed 
by the state of Idaho as a catch and release fishery since 1973, 
making it one of the best in the region for both numbers of fish and 
for consistently good dry fly action. If you love to cast dry flies and 
are seeking a fully outfitted, wild, multi-day wilderness float trip, 
this is the trip.

GLACIER ANGLERS
West Glacier, Montana
Family-owned and operated for more than 40 years, Glacier Anglers 
is one of Montana’s longest-running and most established river 
outfitters. With over 500,000 guests taken safely down the river 
since 1976, they are proud to deliver memorable and productive on-
water experiences in Montana’s Glacier Country. This entire region 
is legendary for its outstanding fly fishing, and the waters fished 
by Glacier Anglers are among the very best. Glacier Anglers offers 
single day trips, overnight float trips on the North and Middle Forks 
of the Flathead River, and multi-day backcountry trips into the Great 
Bear Wilderness to fish the extraordinary upper Middle Fork of the 
Flathead River. These area waters are home to native Westslope 
cutthroat and rainbow trout eager to eat a dry fly, making this a 
great option for anglers of all skill levels looking for a dynamic and 
unique wilderness experience. 

LOWER 48  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  
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SILVER BOW CLUB
Divide, Montana
Silver Bow Club is a high-end, family-owned Montana lodge 
situated on 1,800 acres near the small town of Divide in 
southwest Montana. With a very private and secluded location 
in a quiet valley on the banks of the Big Hole, the lodge is ideal 
for intact fishing groups, family reunions, and corporate groups. 
Silver Bow features eight bedrooms in the main lodge, four 
separate log cabins scattered throughout the property, a private 
chef, hot tub, on-site trout pond, and a massive “great room” 
complete with a grand stone fireplace. The property offers more 
than three miles of private river access on the legendary Big Hole 
River and is also close to the Beaverhead, Jefferson, and Madison 
Rivers. Additional lodge activities include trap shooting, ATV 
tours, horseback riding, and fall-season pheasant hunts. Bringing 
a group? Rent the entire lodge for maximum privacy.

SUNRISE PACK STATION
Yellowstone National Park
Sunrise Pack Station is one of the few horseback outfitters 
licensed to operate within the massive boundaries of Yellowstone 
National Park. They offer an authentic backcountry experience, 
excellent stock and equipment, knowledgeable guides and 
wranglers, and access to some of the most spectacular scenery 
and wilderness fishing found anywhere in the western United 
States. There are several different angling packages available, 
from single-day trips to multi-day and overnight packages into 
remote backcountry areas that include Slough Creek, Pebble 
Creek, the Bechler River, Cache Creek and the Thorofare Region 
of Yellowstone. Wade fishing is the normal practice on these 
waters, and most of the fish you will catch are Yellowstone 
native cutthroat: colorful, feisty, and almost always willing to 
take a dry fly. 

YELLOWSTONE VALLEY LODGE
Paradise Valley, Montana
Situated in the heart of Montana’s Paradise Valley on the banks 
on the world-famous Yellowstone River, the recently renovated 
Yellowstone Valley Lodge is a true western lodge operation 
with an amazing location and the best overall amenities in the 
area. YVL offers a diverse line-up of fly fishing experiences on 
waters that include the Yellowstone, Madison, Boulder, and the 
legendary spring creeks of Paradise Valley. The lodge’s sixteen 
private cabins directly overlook the lodge’s “home riffle” on the 
Yellowstone – a piece of productive and wadeable water that 
allows you to fish on your own in the early mornings and late into 
the evening. Recent additions to the program include upgraded 
furnishings in the cabins, coordinated transportation to and from 
the airport in Bozeman, and the introduction of non-angling tours 
and activities such as hiking, rafting, and horseback riding.

western u.s. lodges
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WIND RIVER CANYON LODGE
Thermopolis, Wyoming
Yellow Dog is proud to represent this incredibly unique, one-
of-a-kind lodging and guiding option in the heart of Wyoming’s 
Wind River country. Long-time Wind River guide and outfitter 
Darren Calhoun operates this small and intimate lodge in the 
very heart of the Wind River Canyon: a stretch of river that 
many consider to be the most productive and exciting fishery 
in the West. Darren and his talented guide team are the only 
commercial operation allowed to guide the Canyon section 
— an amazing tailwater fishery that offers wild brown trout 
fishing complimented by impressive numbers of hot, heavy 
rainbows. The lodge is located directly on the banks of the 
Wind River, midway between the upper and lower sections 
of the canyon float. The lodge is ideal for intact groups of 
six to eight anglers, and with availability extremely tight, we 
recommend booking well in advance.

THE LODGE AT BRUSH CREEK RANCH
Saratoga, Wyoming
The Lodge and Spa at Brush Creek Ranch is a super high-end, 
family-friendly western lodge operation ideal for families, 
couples, and larger groups. Set on 30,000 pristine and private 
acres in south-central Wyoming, Brush Creek is considered 
one of the finest luxury dude ranches in the world. This is 
an operation where every amenity, every detail, and every 
moment is custom-tailored to each guest’s stay. Genuine 
western hospitality, numerous adventure activities, exciting 
fishing, and a truly inspiring landscape come together to 
create one of the world’s finest luxury destinations. Anglers 
can enjoy access to miles of private water on the North Platte 
River, Brush Creek, French Creek, the nearby Encampment 
River, and a collection of highly productive stillwater fisheries.

WOOD RIVER RANCH
Meeteese, Woming
Perfect for adventurous anglers who love to wade fish, 
Wood River Ranch is a private and remote operation in the 
wilds of Wyoming. With miles of private access to the Wood 
River and the opportunity to access various area tributaries 
via horseback, anglers will have endless opportunities for 
catching native and wild Yellowstone Cutthroat on dry flies. 
In addition to isolated private, well-rested waters that see 
very little pressure over the course of a season, guests will 
also enjoy comfortable single occupancy accommodations, 
fine dining, an impressive main lodge building with a full bar, 
and stunning views of the Wood River Valley right outside 
your door. We highly recommend this option for small and 
intact groups of friends or family looking to have a fishery all 
to themselves.
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SOUTH FORK LODGE
Swan Valley, Idaho
A classic western lodge built directly on a dramatic bend 
of Idaho’s South Fork of the Snake River, this operation 
offers a blend of rustic style, outstanding activities, high-
end amenities, and direct access to some of the best fishing 
in the West. The South Fork is regarded as one of the most 
consistent tailwater, dry-fly fisheries in the region, with prolific 
hatches of caddis, mayflies, stoneflies, and midges throughout 
the summer season. The river is home to rainbows, cutthroat, 
and the occasional heavy brown. One of the advantages you 
enjoy while staying at the lodge is the head start you have 
over other anglers each morning, as one of the river’s most 
important access points is a mere 200 yards from the lodge. 
The lodge – fully renovated and redone in 2021 – offers 
several different room and cabin options, gourmet meals, 
and fully guided, non-angling excursions to complement the 
fishing program.

HENRY’S FORK LODGE
Island Park, Idaho
The well-known Henry’s Fork Lodge is a five-star fishing and 
lodging experience with the most high-end accommodations 
and amenities found anywhere in the Greater Yellowstone 
region. With a philosophy that is always focused on the 
highest levels of customer service and attention to detail, this 
is the ideal lodge option for families, groups, or couples who 
truly want the very best when it comes to a western fishing 
experience. Fishing options include numerous sections and 
areas on Idaho’s famous Henry’s Fork, as well as access to 
the nearby South Fork, Madison, Hebgen Lake, Yellowstone 
Park, and numerous other stillwaters and smaller streams 
throughout the ecosystem. Henry’s Fork Lodge works closely 
with Henry’s Fork Anglers for all guiding and outfitting, so if 
you have a favorite HFA guide, Yellow Dog can set things up. 

THE LODGE AT PALISADES CREEK
Swan Valley, Idaho
Located only a few miles beneath Palisades Dam on the South 
Fork of the Snake River in Swan Valley, Idaho, the Lodge 
at Palisades Creek is a beautiful facility that is perfect for 
groups, couples, and families – a great base of operations for 
fishing the South Fork and numerous other fisheries located 
throughout the region. The lodge has five sections of the 
South Fork available for guided fishing trips – a program that 
collectively covers more than 55 miles of river and some of 
the best trout water in the country. Built directly on the banks 
of the South Fork, the lodge offers nine private cabins as well 
as a main building that includes the dining room, the “Cowboy 
Bar,” and a fully stocked fly shop. 

western u.s. lodges
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SOUTH HOLSTON RIVER LODGE
Bristol, Tennessee
One of the South’s most well-known and established fly fishing 
operations, South Holston River Lodge offers an all-inclusive 
experience with professionally guided fishing, comfortable 
riverside accommodations, delicious meals, and exceptional 
customer service. Located near the small town of Bristol, 
Tennessee on the Tennessee-Virginia border, the lodge is 
perched directly on the tree-lined banks of the South Holston 
River – a blue-ribbon fishery that Lefty Kreh once described as 
“perhaps the best trout fishing in the East.” The South Holston 
is a stable and productive tailwater, and the cold, deep waters 
of the South Holston Lake and a bottom-draw dam collectively 
result in average water temperatures that vary less than 10 
degrees from winter to summer. Biologists say the river boasts 
fish populations of 8,500+ fish per mile, with 80% of the trout 
population wild and naturally reproducing. 

WHITE RIVER INN
Cotter, Arkansas
Arkansas’ White River has long been famous for the world-
record brown trout that inhabit its waters. The White River 
Inn is ideal for anglers seeking to combine great fishing on 
the White with a comfortable, all-inclusive, high-end lodge 
setting. The large, six-bedroom log lodge is similar in many 
ways to the nicer, full-service fishing lodges found throughout 
the US West. The accommodations, level of service, and 
amenities are without question the very best in the region. 
The White River is a legitimate world-class trout fishery, and 
the ever-changing waters below Bull Shoals Dam are home 
to strong numbers of trout in the 16”- 22” range, as well as 
monster, double-digit browns. Arkansas is an excellent, easy-
to-access option for anglers from the eastern seaboard and 
southeastern region of the US. 

WOODARD FLY FISHING 
Cotter, Arkansas
Arkansas’ White, Norfork, Little Red, and Kings rivers 
collectively offer some of the best fly fishing opportunities 
found anywhere in the eastern part of the United States. 
Woodard Fly Fishing offers fully customized lodging and 
fishing packages that offer access to 200 miles of trout waters 
and 83 miles of trophy smallmouth waters, all located within 
a 60-mile radius of your accommodations. Each itinerary is 
designed to introduce anglers to the beauty of the Ozarks 
and the amazing fishing opportunities available throughout 
the region. A combination trip that allows anglers to fish two 
or three completely different fisheries (for both trout and 
smallmouth) is perhaps the most popular option, and Yellow 
Dog can easily put together trips of any length.
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SPORTSMANS LODGE 
Venice, Louisiana
Sportsmans is a 110-foot floating lodge 
strategically located in the southernmost 
part of Louisiana in the small (yet famous) 
fishing town of Venice. Only two hours south 
of New Orleans on the edge of the Mississippi 
River Delta, Venice is surrounded by vast 
marshes and an incredibly healthy fishery 
– waters rich with impressive numbers of 
redfish. From the lodge’s great room lounge 
area to the open kitchen and dining area 
to the complimentary bar that is always 
open, this is the ideal base of operations 
for fishing an area that many anglers call 
the “redfishing fishing capital of the world.” 
Sportsmans is a great option for longer, 
multi-day fishing packages as well as quick 
weekend getaways, and the fishing program 
offers outstanding opportunities for redfish 
and offshore fishing for tuna, dolphin, cobia, 
snapper, jacks, and more. Each morning, 
guests step directly from the deck of the 
lodge into waiting skiffs to begin their full 
day on area waters.

DOGWOOD LODGE 
Hopedale, Louisiana
Located on the edge of the 210,000-acre 
Biloxi Marsh, Dogwood is a 114-foot floating 
lodge that is the go-to option for anglers 
looking to fish the famous Hopedale area of 
Louisiana. The sister operation to Sportmans 
Lodge in Venice (with the same owners and 
operators), Dogwood first opened in 2015. 
The floating lodge is a historical vessel that 
was initially built for the U.S. Coast Guard as 
a buoy tender on the upper Mississippi River. 
Today, the fully renovated lodge comfortably 
accommodates 12 anglers in one of the 
most productive sportfishing areas in the 
Southeast. This trip is all about trading the 
chaos of the big city for incredible redfishing 
action with a backdrop of shrimp boats, 
alligators, and the low country landscape 
of the Louisiana marsh. The lodge features 
the Mississippi Room lounge, plenty of 
comfortable social areas, a complimentary 
bar, and numerous outdoor deck areas 
perfect for morning coffee or evening cigars. 

southeast u.s. lodges
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It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

YELLOW DOG has the largest domestic line-up of lodges, 
outfitters, and guides of anyone in the industry. Along with 
the operations featured, Yellow Dog also proudly represents 
and books the following lodges and destinations throughout 
the United States and the Lower-48. For detailed write-ups, 
lodge descriptions, pricing information, and photos, scan the 
code at right.

ABSAROKA BEARTOOTH OUTFITTING 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness, Montana

BIGHORN ANGLER
Ft. Smith, Montana

BIGHORN RIVER LODGE
Ft. Smith, Montana

BLACK BEAR LODGE
Northport, Washington

ELK CREEK RANCH
Island Park, Idaho

FOUR RIVERS FISHING COMPANY
Twin Bridges, Montana

FRENCH CREEK CLUB
Saratoga, Wyoming

GREAT WATERS INN
Melrose, Montana

JEFF BRAZDA OUTFITTING
Olympic Peninsula, Washington

LINEHAN OUTFITTING
Libby, Montana

MISSOULA RIVER LODGE
Missoula, Montana

MISSOURI RIVER RANCH
Craig, Montana

THE STEELHEAD RANCH
Klickitat River, Washington

STONEFLY INN
Twin Bridges, Montana

TIGHT LINES OREGON
Rogue River, Oregon
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If you ever spent time in the military (or in corporate 
America, for that matter) you’ve probably heard of 
the “Seven P’s” – an anacronym that is often used 
to talk about the importance of preparation and 
setting yourself up for success. “Proper Planning and 
Preparation Prevents Piss Poor Performance” – a 
concept that absolutely applies to travel, destination 
angling, and equipment preparation.

Whether you are an anadromous fish disciple 
swinging flies for steelhead, a saltwater junkie 
chasing tarpon, or an adventurous angler looking 
to tangle with your first trevally, showing up with 
the right gear and flies is a big part of any trip. 
Planning and preparing – ahead of time – by ensuring 
you have the proper equipment is paramount to a 
successful adventure. Below, we have outlined a few 
thoughts and suggestions to better prepare when 
traveling (and fishing) the world.

Plan for the Worst, Pray for the Best
You don’t have to be fishing for huge animals to break a rod or 
reel. An encounter with structure, a wrong step in the boat, or a 
momentary lapse of reason can all lead to broken gear. While 
chances are you won’t need that back-up rod, bringing along extra 
“emergency” equipment keeps you in the game in the event of 
misfortune. This is especially applicable in remote locations with 
little-to-no access to tackle. Always have a “Plan B” when it comes 
to tackle and gear.

Pick Up a New Fly Line
Starting your trip with a clean and fresh fly line is like slipping 
into clean sheets at night. In the words of our favorite angler from 
Kazakhstan, “It’s VERRRRRYYYY NIIIICE.” Showing up with dirty, old, 
or cracked fly lines (or even worse, with the wrong line altogether) 
can quickly sour a trip. While you may be able to power through 
and still launch a sub-standard line, we can’t emphasize enough 
how much a new line can improve casting and presentation. 
Fresh leaders and new tippet spools can also mean the difference 
between a fish brought to hand and sad stories over dinner. 

Pre-Trip Materials
It’s imperative that you read and study the pre-trip information and 
documents prior to your departure. This will ensure that you know 
what to bring, how to pack, where to go, who will meet you, what 
to do if you’re delayed ... you get the picture. There is a reason 
that Yellow Dog provides such detailed travel information, and all 
materials have been researched and written to be as helpful and 
relevant as possible. It can be all-too-common for anglers to arrive 
in a far-off destination unprepared and looking for something they 
forgot to pack because they failed to read their pre-trip documents. 

Polarized Lenses
Packing a couple of pairs of polarized lenses (including a high-
quality back-up pair) is almost as important as your passport and 
plane ticket. While that might sound like hyperbole, traveling to a 
far-off location to fish means very little if you cannot see the fish. 
Additionally, glare reduction from high-quality polarized lenses 
can mean safer wading as anglers can actually see underwater 
structures or potentially dangerous wildlife. 

Put Your Best Foot Forward
Many saltwater destinations require a quality pair of safe, protective 
wading boots. Coral, sea urchin spines, and other sharp and nasty 
objects are a factor on the flats, so footwear that features hard, rigid 
soles is a must. If you’re heading to a freshwater location, the right 
pair of wading boots (with the right sole) can also make a difference 
with traction while wading. And whether you’re in fresh or saltwater, 
long days of walking and wading mean you need to take care of 
your feet. (Again … just like the Army.)

Prepare for the Sun
A severe sunburn is the quickest way to ruin a trip – or at the very 
least, generate ridicule at the lodge bar in the evening. Whether 
traveling to tropical climates or more polarly latitudes, the sun is 
always a factor. Good sunscreen, the right clothing, and proper 
hydration are all key for a successful week of fishing. Always choose 
function over fashion, and bring long-sleeved fishing shirts, pants, 
sun gloves, a proper hat, and sun Buffs or hoody-style sun shirts.

(Water)Proof It
No matter where you travel to fish, one constant will always be 
water. If you’re headed to a comfortable, all-inclusive lodge, at 
the very least we recommend a waterproof backpack to hold 
your essentials and to serve as your go-to bag for each day on 
the water. If you’re traveling to more adventurous and rugged 
locations, however, then actual waterproof luggage can be key, as 
you’ll want to protect your belongings and ensure that clothes and 
other important equipment remain dry. Wet boat rides, luggage 
piled in a driving rainstorm on the tarmac, open-bed transfer 
vehicles … think about where you’re headed. 

If there was an “8th P” (and maybe there should be) it 
would simply be “Patience.” When things go wrong 
with airline delays, weather, uncooperative fish, 
or even a snoring roommate, remember WHY it is 
you travel to fish and what makes these trips so 
special. Nothing about a fishing trip should add 
stress to your life. When sourcing and selecting 
flies, tackle, apparel, and accessories, Yellow Dog 
is here to help. We’ll ensure you arrive with the 
right gear – and the right information – to make 
your trip as successful as possible.  
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Serious and slightly more experienced anglers may be 
interested in the challenge of wild steelhead in British Columbia 
— an area home to the world’s most famous steelhead 
rivers — or Atlantic Salmon in Labrador, Quebec, and New 
Brunswick. While rarely a “numbers” game, the satisfaction 
of hooking, fighting, and landing even a single wild and 
pure-strain anadromous fish ranks at the top of the list of 
angling accomplishments. For adventurous anglers looking 
for something completely different, the rivers and lakes of 
the Northwest Territories and Ontario are home to robust 
populations of monstrous lake trout, char, pike, walleye, and—
in certain areas—trophy brook trout. 

Our Canadian programs and offerings are diverse, and Yellow 
Dog can help plan the very best experiences to match exactly 
what you’re looking for. Whether it’s a couple of fishing days 
while visiting Calgary, a secluded wilderness lodge experience 
for family or clients, or swinging flies for steelhead or salmon, a 
trip to The Great White North is fantastic option.
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D
 espite offering some of the most diverse, scenic, 
 undisturbed, and pristine freshwater fishing 
 opportunities found anywhere, Canada is often 
 overlooked by destination anglers. But with legendary 
steelhead runs, rivers teeming with trout, pike-filled lakes, 
fabled Atlantic salmon fisheries, and massive stillwater lake 
trout, Canada should be a no-brainer. The list of angling 
possibilities found throughout the country is long, and when you 
combine the huge number of options, ease of access, laid-back 
atmosphere, and typical productivity, Canada as a freshwater 
fishing destination is second to none.

During the summer months, the waters of western Canada 
and the trout-laden rivers of British Columbia and Alberta 
are celebrated for several reasons, including above-average 
fish sizes, healthy wild trout, consistent dry fly fishing, and 
incredible hatches. Combine exceptional scenery and a total 
lack of crowds, and western Canada is one of the finest trout 
fisheries found anywhere in North America. 

CANADA TRAVEL FACTS
TARGET SPECIES: Steelhead, rainbow trout, brown trout, brook trout, northern pike, 
walleye, musky, Westslope cutthroat trout, salmon, bull trout, Arctic grayling, char and more

SEASON: May through November

MAJOR AIR HUBS: Vancouver (YVR), Calgary (YYC), Thunder Bay (YQT), Terrace (YXT), 
Yellowknife (YZF), Winnipeg (YWG)

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:  A valid U.S. passport, passport card or NEXUS card is 
required for all U.S. citizens

LANGUAGE: English, Eh?

CAPITAL: Ottawa, Ontario



124 phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  CANADACANADA Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

NICHOLAS DEAN OUTDOORS
Terrace, British Columbia
Nicholas Dean’s staff of professional, experienced 
guides know the Skeena and its tributaries extremely 
well, ensuring that you have the best possible chance of 
landing some of the trophy anadromous fish that migrate 
upriver each year. With Nicholas Dean, you will often 
be fishing in places with no roads and no development: 
areas home to old-growth forests, northern wildlife, 
gin-clear rivers, and large, wild steelhead. Along with 
jet boat access, the lodge is also happy to arrange daily 
heli fly-outs – ideal for accessing a number of amazing 
backcountry fisheries. Conveniently located close to the 
town of Terrace, Nicholas Dean’s Yellow Cedar Lodge is 
the ideal base of operations for exploring the steelhead 
rivers and fisheries of wild British Columbia. 

PLUMMER’S GREAT BEAR LAKE LODGE
Northwest Territories, Canada
The Northwest Territories offers over 700,000 square 
miles of mountains, forests, and tundra threaded by 
wild, clean rivers feeding thousands of pristine lakes. In 
operation for more than 60 years, Plummer’s Lodge is 
the longest-running fishing operation in the Territories 
and the region known as the Canadian Arctic. Great Bear 
Lake Lodge is the crown jewel of the Plummer’s program, 
boasting numerous all-tackle world records for lake trout 
and Arctic grayling. Located just above the Arctic Circle, 
anglers can spend the day drift fishing and sight casting 
to large lake trout or working the shorelines and creek 
mouths for grayling. Two De Havilland Otter floatplanes 
offer daily fly-outs, and packages can be customized to 
include Arctic char fishing at Plummer’s Tree River sister 
lodge, located 232 miles northeast of Great Bear Lake 
Lodge in the Arctic Circle.

MIMINISKA LODGE
Northwestern Ontario, Canada
With more than 250,000 lakes and 60,000 miles of 
river teeming with walleye, northern pike, and brook 
trout, Northern Ontario is easily one of North America’s 
most prolific fishing destinations. With the ability to 
accommodate twelve anglers at a time, Miminiska 
Lodge is located directly on the shores of Ontario’s Lake 
Miminiska. Each season, Northern pike in the 50-inch 
class are caught on the fly, as well as walleye in the 
30-inch range and brook trout more than six pounds. 
Packages can be customized to include several different 
full-day guided floats, overnight camping experiences, or 
fly-outs to remote waters. Daily meals include what may 
be the very best shore lunches in Canada!
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GANGLER’S NORTH 
SEAL RIVER LODGE
Manitoba, Canada
Gangler’s is a classic and 
iconic Canadian fly-in fishing 
operation. Unlike larger 
Canadian lodges that routinely 
host 30-60 people, Gangler’s 
North Seal River Lodge 
accommodates only 24 guests 
at a time. That means that 
aside from staying in deluxe 
cabins and dining on amazing 
food throughout the week, you 
will always enjoy personalized 
attention from the lodge staff 
and guide team every step of 
the way. Throughout your trip, 
you’ll have exclusive access 
to waters that are home to 
trophy northern pike, huge 
lake trout, incredible walleye, 
and beautiful arctic grayling. 
If your passion is fly fishing, 
Gangler’s has set the standard 
in this region for over 20 years. 

ANDRES FLY FISHING
Fernie, British Columbia – Canada

DAVE BROWN OUTFITTERS 
Alberta, Canada

LEDGES INN
New Brunswick, Canada

RESTIGOUCHE RIVER LODGE
New Brunswick, Canada

SILVERTIP OUTFITTERS
Alberta, Canada

SKEENA WILDERNESS FISHING CHARTERS
Terrace, British Columbia

SPEY LODGE & BOUNDARY LODGE
Skeena Region, British Columbia

It’s all on our website at www.yellowdogflyfishing.com

YELLOW DOG also proudly 
represents and books 
the following lodges and 
destinations throughout 
Canada. For detailed write-
ups, lodge descriptions, pricing 
information, and photos, 
please scan the code below.
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FLY FISHING DUBAI
United Arab Emirates 
We consider fishing in Dubai a “must-add” option for anyone 
heading to the Seychelles, Tanzania, Oman, or anywhere else 
that is accessed via a transfer in Dubai. Whether you have a 
short afternoon layover that allows for a half-day of fishing, 
or if you prefer to add several days on the front or back end 
of another trip to fish and explore Dubai, this is a fishing 
opportunity that we highly recommend. The main target species 
in the waters of the UAE are the ever-present queenfish, which 
are truly a perfect species for fly fishing. They are big, strong, 
and aggressive, and they love to jump once hooked. This makes 
for an amazing visual spectacle – from the first violent take 
near the surface to the final landing of the fish. The outfitter 
we work with is the pioneer operation for the region, with more 
than seventeen years of experience fishing the waters of Dubai. 

OTHER
EXOTICS

in the wilds of Tanzania, we can help elevate your 
adventure angling game to the next level. We also 
have one-of-a-kind saltwater adventures in the heart of 
Dubai and in the Sultanate of Oman on the southeastern 
coast of the Arabian Peninsula. All these distinctive 
destinations remind us that fishing is about much 
more than just catching fish. It’s about the places that 
fishing takes us and the people, cultures, and sights we 
discover along the way.

 estination fly fishing is rarely about the simple and 
 singular act of casting to fish. Rather, it is an 
 amalgamation of the people, cultures, sights, and on-
 the-water experiences associated with angling travel. 
Along with many of our more “standard” destinations 
throughout the world, Yellow Dog is pleased to offer a 
number of incredibly unique, off-the-grid fishing adventures 
that easily rank among the most exotic and extraordinary 
in the entire world of fly fishing travel. From Golden 
Mahseer in India to fishing for savage African tigerfish 

D
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OMAN ON THE FLY
Salalah, Oman
If you look at a map of Oman and follow the coast south, you come 
to the Dhofar Governorate, a region that runs like a ribbon between 
the Al Qara Mountains and the Arabian Sea. This scenic piece of 
Omani coastline is not only home to the most spectacular white sand 
beaches and stunning geography in the country, but also to Trachinotus 
Africanus – the mysterious “fourth” permit species. Southern Oman is – 
to date – the only place on the planet to find and target these fish, and 
their power and strength put them in a category similar to that of giant 
trevally. Our Omani fishing packages include comfortable and modern 
resort accommodations in the Hawana Salalah development, a new 
hotel and resort area spread along four miles of white sandy beaches 
and turquoise waters only thirty minutes from the main airport. Hawana 
Salalah offers great accommodations, food, numerous swimming pools, 
a large main marina, and world-class beaches.

AFRICAN WATERS TIGERFISHING
Tanzania – Africa
In one of the most remote areas of Africa, Tanzania’s Mnyera and 
Ruhudji rivers offer what may be the finest trophy tigerfishing found 
anywhere on the planet. Set deep in an untouched corner of the 
Tanzanian wilderness, this area is home to big game, exotic wildlife, and 
monster tigerfish that routinely exceed 20 pounds. If you are serious 
about catching a trophy tiger on the fly, this is the place to fish. The 
relatively short season on these two rivers runs from early September 
to mid-November, when water temperatures, levels, and clarity are 
optimal for aggressive feeding behavior. Over a week of fishing with 
African Waters, you will split your time between two camp operations on 
the two different rivers. Both camp locations – the Mnyera and Ruhudji 
–are simple yet comfortable bush camps that offer more amenities and 
comforts than most people expect in such a remote setting.

THE HIMALAYAN OUTBACK
Uttarakhand – Northern India
The Himalayan Outback is not an average fishing trip, just as the 
golden mahseer is not an ordinary fish. Pursuing this selective, heavily 
armored freshwater fish draws anglers deep into the wilds of India, to 
areas that tourists and non-anglers rarely visit. Fishing for mahseer is 
similar to fishing for steelhead or Atlantic salmon, and most scenarios 
revolve around wade fishing from the banks while swinging flies. The 
experienced local guides and staff from The Himalayan Outback have 
established several different trip options to take advantage of the best 
overall fishing conditions, with their signature program focused on 
a fixed safari-style camp on the banks of the legendary Saryu River. 
The Saryu program can also be combined with a multi-day float and 
camping trip that begins at the Saryu location before transitioning to 
multiple camp locations on the larger Mahakali River. This program 
operates from April through June and September through October.

phone 406.585.8667 • toll free: 888.777.5060  OTHER EXOTICSOTHER EXOTICS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  



128

The key, of course, is to identify those that are legit in their 
ability to accommodate and please non-anglers. Many 
do offer beautifully appointed rooms, gourmet food, spa 
services, and even guided non-angling activities in addition 
to world-class fishing. Yellow Dog can 100% arrange a 
fantastic couple’s trip itinerary anywhere in the world, 
and we have ranked and rated our favorite destinations 
to come up with a list of what we feel are the very best 
options for couples.

INTERNATIONAL OPTIONS
Alphonse Island Resort (Seychelles) .......................................... Page 15

Bahia De Los Suenos (Baja, Mexico) ...........................................Page 27

Caerula Del Mar (Andros, Bahamas) ........................................... Page 51

Cinco Rios Lodge (Coyhaique, Chile) ..........................................Page 92

Clonanav Fly Fishing (Co. Waterford, Ireland) ...........................Page 99
 
Copal Tree Lodge (Punta Gorda, Belize) .....................................Page 32

Campeche Tarpon (Campeche, Mexico) .....................................Page 24

Kamalame Cay Resort (Andros Island, Bahamas) ...................... Page 51

Owen River Lodge (South Island, New Zealand) ........................Page 96

Patagonia River Guides Tres Valles (Rio Pico, Argentina) .........Page 83

Pyrenees Fly Fishing (Aragon Region, Spain) ...........................Page 100

Remota Resort (Puerto Natales, Chile) ........................................Page 92

Small Hope Bay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas) ............................... Page 50

Victoria House (Ambergris Caye, Belize) ....................................Page 34

 hile there is no doubt a large percentage of 
 fishing lodges are great for hardcore, no-frills 
 anglers, we appreciate that many of our 
 customers are specifically looking for destinations 
that can accommodate non-fishing significant others (while 
still delivering great on-water angling experiences). There 
are indeed a good number of operations that offer legitimate 
fishing opportunities paired with a high degree of luxury and 
a complete lineup of activities and amenities for non-anglers. 

COUPLE’S TRIPS  Quick and easy detailed information on all destinations at: www.yellowdogflyfishing.com  

COUPLE’S DESTINATIONS

DOMESTIC OPTIONS
Brush Creek Ranch & Spa (Saratoga, Wyoming) .......................Page 116 

Complete Fly Fisher Lodge (Wise River, Montana) ....................Page 112

Enchanted Lake Lodge (Katmai Region, Alaska) ...................... Page 105

Henry’s Fork Lodge (Last Chance, Idaho) .................................. Page 117

Lodge at Palisades Creek (Swan Valley, Idaho) ....................... Page 117

Madison Double R (Cameron, Montana) ....................................Page 112

Madison Valley Ranch (Ennis, Montana) ...................................Page 113

North Fork Crossing Lodge (Ovando, Montana) ........................Page 113

Ruby Springs Lodge (Alder, Montana) .......................................Page 112

South Fork Lodge (Swan Valley, Idaho) ..................................... Page 117

White River Inn (Cotter, Arkansas) ..............................................Page 118

Yellowstone Valley Lodge (Paradise Valley, Montana) ............Page 115

 

W
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deliver legitimate fishing while at the same time catering to 
non-anglers and family members with a variety of exciting 
activities and options. From babysitting services and 
kids’ programs to a full lineup of side trips and adventure 
tours, we’re confident that your entire family will enjoy a 
vacation at any one of the following operations. For help in 
planning your next “family-fishing-multi-activity-vacation” 
adventure, contact Yellow Dog today and let’s get started.

DOMESTIC OPTIONS
Brooks Lodge (Katmai National Park, Alaska) .......................... Page 108

Brush Creek Ranch (Saratoga, Wyoming) .................................Page 116

Kulik Lodge (Katmai National Park, Alaska) ............................. Page 105

Madison Double R (Cameron, Montana) ...................................Page 112

Middle Fork of the Salmon Float Trip 
(Frank Church Wilderness, Idaho) ............................................... Page 114

North Fork Crossing (Ovando, Montana) ..................................Page 113

Riversong Lodge (Lake Creek, Alaska) .................................... Page 106

Silver Bow Club (Divide, Montana) ............................................Page 115

Smith River Float Trips (Central Montana) ............................... Page 114

Sunrise Pack Station Horsepacking 
(Yellowstone National Park) ........................................................Page 115

Tordrillo Mountain Lodge (Alaska Range, Alaska) .................. Page 106

INTERNATIONAL OPTIONS
 
Alphonse Island Resort (Seychelles) ......................................... Page 15

Copal Tree Lodge (Punta Gorda, Belize) ....................................Page 32

Crocodile Bay Resort (Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica) ....................Page 63

Dubai Fly Fishing (United Arab Emirates) ................................ Page 126

El Pescador Lodge (Ambergris Caye, Belize) ............................. Page 31

Grand Slam Lodge (Punta Allen, Mexico)...................................Page 22

H20 Bonefishing (Grand Bahama, Bahamas) ............................Page 47

Poronui Lodge (North Island, New Zealand) ..............................Page 96

Pyrenees Fly Fishing (Aragon Region, Spain) ..........................Page 100 

Small Hope Bay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas) .............................. Page 50

Swain’s Cay Lodge (Andros, Bahamas) .................................... Page 50

Turneffe Island Resort (Turneffe Atoll, Belize) ........................... Page 31

Turtle Inn (Placencia, Belize) ......................................................Page 34

Remota Resort (Puerto Natales, Chile) .......................................Page 92

FAMILY DESTINATIONS
 t Yellow Dog Flyfishing, we appreciate how tough it 
  can be for anglers to balance their fishing addiction 
  with time constraints and the vacation demands of 
   family and kids. If you’re trying to plan a trip and 
looking to combine great fishing with a fun adventure that 
has something for everyone in your family, we CAN make 
this happen! We handle hundreds of family trip packages 
each year, and we promise that win-win fishing and family 
options do exist. The lodges and operations listed below all 

A
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2023 ANGLERS ACADEMY 
COURSE DATES:
“Signature Course” 

Elk Creek Ranch – Island Park, Idaho
July 8 – 13, 2023 - 5 nights / 4 days 

$5,195.00 per person
Limited to 12 students

“Women’s Course” 
Harriman State Park – Island Park, Idaho

August 6 – 10, 2023 - 4 nights / 3 days 
$4,995.00 per person

Limited to 12 students

Yellow Dog is proud to partner with and 
endorse the Anglers Academy Fly Fishing 
Schools – a comprehensive learning program 
that is run and directed by long-time Yellow 
Dog team member John Hudgens.

When it comes to fly fishing schools and 
instructional programs, there are plenty of 

offerings out there. Some are casual, some are short, and in the end, 
most aren’t much more than a glorified guide trip. Very few are based on 
the concept of a comprehensive fly fishing education and the creation of 
the “complete” angler. 

With these programs, instructors comprised of distinguished, 
professional experts from throughout the industry offer comprehensive, 
hands-on sessions that are tailored to both intermediate and advanced 
anglers. These programs are designed to help you refine your skills 
so that you can enjoy more productive and fulfilling experiences in all 
types of fly fishing situations. We invite you to join this talented staff 
for fun and interactive instruction in some of the most iconic fly fishing 
locations in the U.S. West.

Angler’s Acadamy - extending the boundaries of our abilities.
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WATER WELCOMES EVERYONE WHO'S WILLING TO SEE
The Jose PRO was named in honor of the legendary Waterman 

and larger-than-life personality Jose Wejebe. This frame builds 

off the original with six performance additions to help anglers  

manage sweat, reduce fogging and keep their frames locked in 

place, even when the water gets rough. This frame celebrates the 

legacy of our friend and the man who broke barriers in the angling 

community. He saw the angler in everyone, even those who had 

never fished before. And he grew the community, making it a more 

welcoming place. Now we continue in his footsteps and encourage 

others to do the same when we say:  Open Waters with Jose PRO.

© 2022 Costa Del Mar, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

CDM_In the Bite_Jose Pro_Full Page Ad.indd   1 8/25/22   9:42 PM
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WWW.YELLOWDOGFLYFISHING.COM
(406) 585-8667 • (888) 777-5060

Yellow Dog Flyfishing • 213 South Willson Avenue • Bozeman, Montana 59715 • USA

FIVE KEY REASONS TO BOOK YOUR 
NEXT TRIP WITH YELLOW DOG:

We Match Every Client with the Right Destination 
At Yellow Dog, we have a very simple philosophy. 
We don’t care where you go as long as it’s the right 
place and the right match for you. With a full line-
up of unique locations, accommodations, and price 
points, we’ll find the destination that’s right for you. 

Yellow Dog’s Services are Always Free to You 
Our prices are the exact same as if you were to book 
directly with a lodge or outfitter. Sometimes clients 
think, “I’m sure I can save money if I do this on my 
own.” Not only is that a false assumption, but often 
booking a trip on your own ends up costing you more 
– especially when you factor in time, headaches, 
and the very real possibility of booking sub-standard 
guides or the wrong lodge. 

Retail Solutions and Sourcing for the World 
of Fishing
This year, Yellow Dog has grown and diversified 
– with a major expansion into retail for gear, 
equipment, and flies. With the new Yellow Dog 
full-service fly shop in Bozeman, Montana (and a 
new on-line shop platform launching in the Spring 
of 2023) we offer direct access to every top brand 
in fly fishing. Yellow Dog can now pair the most 
relevant equipment and fly solutions for every single 
destination that we offer throughout the world. 

Incredibly Detailed Pre-Trip Planning Materials
 Here at Yellow Dog, we’re very proud of the in-
depth pre-trip planning materials we provide for each 
and every operation we book. We know that savvy 
travelers appreciate – and expect – relevant and 
up-to-date information, which is why you’ll always 
receive useful, detailed, and up-to-date materials 
specifically written for your destination. 

Why Wouldn’t You Utilize Every Resource 
Available to Make Your Next Trip Exceptional?
Most people wouldn’t think of crafting a life 
insurance policy or selling a home without using an 
experienced, professional agent. So why should your 
fishing travel — something that involves both your 
valuable vacation time and your money — be any 
different? Working with Yellow Dog provides anglers 
access to the best team in fly fishing travel, with 
exceptional customer service, first-hand knowledge, 
and technical expertise.

“Like a backstage 
pass to the world 

of Fly FIshing!”




